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Shall make very little apology to the 
I publick for laying before them the fol- 
lowing letters. I ſhall only tell them, that 
they came into my hands among ſeveral 
\ Other original papers, which were lately 

left me by a deceaſed friend. There ap- 
| peared to me fomething extremely inter- 
eſting in them; which determined me 
to print them. If the readers ' receive as 
much pleaſure from them as 1 did, Iam 
perſuaded they will not think either their. 
money or time ill beſtowed. 


As they were not, 1 believe, ever in- 
tended for the preſs, the candid reader will 
forgive any little inaccuracies in the lan- 
| guage, which he 2255 meet W 
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| Theſe letters were the production of a 
female pen; and as ſuch ought to be, by 
the rules both of juſtice and politenefs, 
entirely exempt from the ſevere ſcrutiny 
of criticiſm. It is therefore humble hoped, 
that thoſe dreadful gentlemen. the criticks 
will not meddle with them; or that if hey 
as; they will kindly overlook” the faiths that 
are ſcattered up and down in them, in con- 
conſideration of the beauties Oey abound 
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LETTER 55 


bs 80 D EED, 7 cel Conftiniia, y you 
'F have enjoited | me a taſk, wbich'nothing 
but that attention I pay to your defires 
- ould induce me to comply with. You in- 


ft upon my, giving you a circumftantial 


account of all that has happened to me, 
from my: infancy. to the time when I was fo 
© happy. as to be acquainted with you. My 
"life has been diſtinguiſhed by a variety of 
incidents. I fhall 550 find it very eaſy to 
recollect and arrange them in ſuch a man- 
ner as to lay them regularly before you. 
But it is Fafficlent for me that my Conftan- | 
„Ia aſks; I Will obey her in the beſt mar- 
ner I am able; Ver friendſhip. muſt over- 


book or excuſe. all thoſe faults Which the 


ml mY! in the coufſe FF this Yi, 


ä The Arvivrvnrs of 


I was born. in a large and flouriſhing city, 
ſituated very Waibel. and many miles 
diſtant ne the capital, My father had 
been an officer of rank in the ſervice of his 
ſovereign, but had quitted his command 
ſome years before I came into the world, at 
the earneſt deſire of my mother, who loved 
him too tenderly to ſaffer his continuance 
in a poſt which muſt ſrequently expoſe him 
8 danger. She was daughter to a noble · a 
man. The match between her and my 
father was one of ſouls as well as bodies : 
they were united in every ſenſe; of the word. 
They taſted in marriage thoſe pure and re- 
. , finedyoys, which few men can feel, or fe 
- . wornen inſpire. Their life was a ſtate of un- 
interrupted felicity. This happineſs was 
too complete to laſt long. Before I was a 
year old my mother died. I was too young 
to be ſenſible of my loſs. My father has 
many times given me a deſcription of my 
. mother, and painted to me what he under- 
went when death tore her from his arms. 
It will not here be improper to give 70 an 
idea of my father's character. 

He was a marrof ſtrict honour; poſſeſſed 
of many great and” excellent qualities; but 
_naturally haſty and impatient of controul. 

He was a little inclined: to extravagance, 
though it was in him rather the effect of an 
unbounded generoſity. This . quality he 
1 FO s father; who, 15 his great 
: 3 profuſe· 5 


IV. 7 


had reduced a very noble for- 
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profuſeneſs, 
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= TW AvvenTuars of 
their auger to the grave than have ſeen 
ber wedded to a man for whoſe perſon and 
family they had the utmoſt diſlzfʒe = 
heir affection for each other did not 
allow them to conſult the rules of prudence. 
Ns misfortune appeared half fo terrible to 
them as to be deprived of each other. "They 
q reſolved therefore to run all hazards; an 
/ accordingly one night my mother ſtole ſoft-' 
E. ly out of bed, and, unheard by any one in” 
„ the houſe, went down into the garden, 
2 from whence there was a door! inte the higli 
road, of which ſhe had a key N facher 
Vas there to meet her, ik A haft, and 
ſeveral men on horſeback, to guard them till 
| they came to the next large 5 LY 
234 pe was ready. to Join their hands. 
E The next morning my father wrote" a 
FF letter to Altamont 905 {> my mother's 
A ther was called) acquainting him with y ho N 
had happened. Le tod“ hin, chat fnfce 
5 the thing was now itretheaiable, he hoped” 
= he bald make their mutual happineſs com- 
= pins by generouſly forgiving the ſtep, they" 
bad taken, Which nothing fhöuld haye in⸗ 
duced them to, but the undoubted 3 f fluranice! | 
that he would neve Have conſented to that 
5 union 9 which botttheir* hap inelfes de- 
"pended. In ſhort he made uſe of ever 33 
ZSument chat perſuaſion afforded" him, to 
ſoften: this hard- Hearted father , for ſo he 
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oy 4 ite, whom be ſwore he would 
i bene Again, acknowledge for his daughter. 
— laded- by ſaying he would nevex 
| give t m a farching, either during his life 
or aftet his death; and in this: ae 
faubfully kept his Word. 
Nod may believe, my . this 
gave the new married couple gteat pain, 

but the ſoon; fofgotꝭ it. They (were bleſk 
in the peſſeſſion of each other, in gamparin 
ſon of which crowns or even: worlds appeary 
ed triftes. - Nor was this ſcene of bliſs ever 
interrupted, till that cruel hour that ſnatched 
the tendereſt, moſt loved wife, from the 
arms of the fondeſt huſband. My educa- - 


c..repr ow | when 29-0 himſelf DG 


tion. Vas NOW | the only employment that 


could give the ſmalleſt degree of pleaſure 
to my, father; and in this indeed he ſpent 
moſt part of bis time. My diſpoſnion for 
is fully anſwered his eipectation 
| den, when I have done.;any thing 
— him pleaſure, has he caught 2 
in his anns, and eried wih emœmn !? 
11 ou. WAIT dhe very Mr 50 a 8 
all —— allthis- þ veni part of 
my ble, and, begin at that period of i it lng) 
DE PING; intere | to myſelf andi o. 
en. l as thenguſt mineteen, 
Vas graceful, and Las univerſally: reckons | 
. dem by the men. My father was 

bf 3 extremely 


SLY 
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-myiperſon 


10 5 Thi Abven TURES 7 2 
extremely indulgent. J had every thing 8 
could wich for. Phe men all pad! me eth 
Fe that is in general ſo delightfar ts 
a young heart; which, u unacquainted? wi 
the common arts of that ſem! miſtakes for 
fealities thoſe appearances with which- the 
men always endeavour” to deceive out's: 
As for me, I was totally unacquainted With 
mme arts of my ſex. I had not a Wiſh to be 
loved by any man who was indifferemt to 
me; and as all thoſe Ffaw Were ſo, eons 
cluded I was incapable” of love. 0 Con- 
ſtantia, how little are we acquainted with 
ourſelves © my heart remained untouched, 
only becauſe 1 bad yet met with; no obje - 
great enough ie fill it. 1 had naturally a 
turen for friendſhip. I. bound ſomethin "In_ 
this paſſion more conſiſtent witli my ideas 
than any other; 1 wiſhed to meet with one 
who could think on this head Re myſelf; 
but here It was always diſappointed- The 
young: women of my acquaititarice locked 
upon me as a tomantie girl, and were inca- 
pable of conctiving theſe joys vhich flow 
from the ſacred influence of frietidſhip! © © 
I began at laſt to e myſelf. dar 
my ideas were perhaps c „when 1 


5 fortunately becary@'a aequain 
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Ain Sophia Berkly/ r 1 


She was the daughter of an eminent phy- 
ſieian. Her father: had been dead many 
years: ' i = mother was a plain good kind 
of womany and had, in her extreme afflic- 
tion for the death ef her hufband; embrac- 
ed the Roman Catholic religion: a religion 
which, as it addreſſes itſelf to the paſſions 
of mankind, can nevet chuſe a better op- 


porrunity of taking poſſeſſion of the mind, 


than when it is weakened by grief. 2 Iabetla; 
for this. my friend was called, Wo been 
brought uß in this perſuafion 8287 


She had a very great 9 Fs 
a moſt exalted ſoul: All thoſe leſſer paſſi- 


5 that degrade the mind, ſhe was unac- 


quaihted With. Te Peſſeſſed no art but 
thavof pleafing. BOW ne er 


Wiek this tricndl paſſed many agreeable | 
urs. Vnruffled by any violent or tumul- 
tuous pafſibns, our 99 55 Paſſed on in a ſoft 
peaceful calm? I ö alas diſturbed | 


laren es ef werd. fp eee, 


ty Which is ever t & attefdant bf tie» 


ceries, bfeigned- over All our actions ag 
3 Gne da ky 12 


day ab We were fir 


togeller L obſerped in unuſdtal ferionfnefs 


in my friend's behaviour; I preffedits/kriow 5 
the 3 ſhe declined telling it me 


alledging on chat the was indi iſpoſed®! «8 
ſhe was Very — believed wht the 


fad adit: made no farther impreſſidn i 


— — — — — —— —U— — — — 
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my deat Iſabella continu 
and often perceived, the tears ſtart into her 
eyes, | Sometimes {he appeared buried in 
a profound reverie, from which when I ſpoks 


6 than this was, that even to me 


Wongb L am Sertan This 
tenen to deſpiſe me 


de AD AENTURES bf 
and encreaſed; 


12 


to her, ſhe ſcemed:to! Wakb as one out ofa 


'Wandei © non 0 | 


Al that viyacity which made her f pins . 
ing was gone: but what was ſtill 8 
„ W 

till then been the ſharer of her Eee 
ſhe. concealed the reaſon of this ſudden 


change. One day when we Were alone, 1 
took an opportunity to intraduce the ſuhject: 


I conjured her by all. that friendſhip which 
bad: hitherto ſupſiſted between us, me 5 


| eonceal any longer from me the ſectet gi 
which I too plainly ſaw had taken poſſeſſion 
of her. Why Soph 


ys laid be, hon h“ 
wiſh: 0 Know. 4 weakneſs. 1. Mould hide 
poſnible, even from myſelf. Having ſaid 


T this, inf od of, tears filled her eyes: mine 
FSeanghbt the ünfectien- $: embraced. ter 

deny; und ntfested balk 
don ene of whoſe-friepdfhi and 


dence: the was moſth undoub * 1 
Wel, Saphys ſaid ſhe,, you 99 — 
Knowledge will 
Ball Wied eve gu- 
gument ta femeve, this apprehephon-from 


ein 
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155 Sophia nal. 16 
Fefted, vanity, - not to pity them! in 


JI YT iy 2 a 


with a 
other So 
"Tabelta then confeſſed that ſhe loved! hes 8 
that the the object of her affeftion | Was in- 
tirely ignorant of WOES 3 

1 faw.nothing fo terrible in this* Ip bes 
ſuaded her that ſhe would be happy in ene 
poſſeſſion of the heart ſhe wiſhed for; I did 
nor believe any man whorn ſhe wiſhed to 


1 could temain indifferent to her; and 


t he perhaps was ſuffering for her the! 
8 tortnents ſhe underwent for him. 
'Sophy, . faid ſhe, you! flatter me; 1 
atn tod Well affured Horatio has no attach⸗ 
ment to me, and I would die ten thouſand | 
deaths, Tather- than he ſhould diſcoyer uy. 
weaknefs :* you, my loved Sophy, had 
1 right of a friend to know this beret 1 
yet even fro 21 you would I have concealed 
it had it beet Poſſible. \fter fhe' had fad 
of mne left Me, making me protaiſe I would' 2 
eep the febrer inviolably. . 


„ To wy 
> 


* 802 did not fete Iſabella any more thay day. 


145 me word that fhe was in a ſitua- 3 
0 8 only to be alone, and begged 1 
would not make my {elf uneaſy. on "Her acs 


F153 5570 PR LES 


1 ſpent the d y in reflections upon wag 


2 nad þ aſſed between” us. I felt à fort of fa- 
fi to find my heart was yet my own 
| 15 Thad a . 0. 1 N les Horatio, 
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14 The nnn of - 
of whom 1 had ſo often heard, He was | the 
only ſon of a very antient family. # 
His eſtate lay near ours. He had! bee! 5 
a friend to Iſabella's father, and continued, 
to viſit her mother. The next day ſhe. came. 
to breakfaſt with me; ; aud. ſeemed. more 
gay than the precedin * evening. I could 
not help telling her, a deſire io ſee. 
the man who had Log > ſtrong. an im- 
preſſion on à heart, which had bit erto ap- 
peared almeſt inſenſible to feelings of this 
nature. You may ſoon ſatisfy that deſite, 
aid ſhe; he dines at our houſe to-morrow. 
Til tell my mother to invite you; But 
take 19 55 added ſhe, ſmiling, let my ex- 
ample warn you, though, continued the. 
with a ſigh, why. ſhould. 1 fay ſo? Horatio, 
will not ine to your charms ag, 
| he is to, me, and J ſhall. p 1 . - nd, a, 
powerful rival! nag g „ aſſared her 
ſhe. had noth ga tear | By wes. for, Bagh, 
my heart was proof againſt any. man. 
I told her. 8 if ſhe was 25 


carneſt 1 would not go: ſhe ſeemed. not 


pleaſed. that I ſhould. ſuſpect | by of this, 
and inſiſted 1 1 my dining with her m 
ther, to whi I conſented and 4 0 9 5 
parted 1987 3 175 2 5 15% 0 4 * N : | 
In, the evening; by was, [Haring with my. 
: father, I received. 4 meſſage from Iſabella 5 
mother deſiring the (A of my. company; 
to dine with her the. next- "thy. Tent now 


— 


evening in 4 fore of expectation, for which 


. a, Sophia Bekl, 16 
Pr rue” and ſpent the reſt of the 


could not well account, The next day! 


went according to the appeintment;;-there 


were feveral gentlemen” at dinner, but 1 
ſoon difcovered which was Horatio. Amor 


millions, indeed, he muſt have been « 


ringuiſhed. = | 
"I Conftantia! 1085 ſhall 1 2 you t to 


: conceive what a ſight of this lovely yomh 
"inſpired me with. His form and perfon 


was petfectly pleaſing : the bloom of youth _ 
ſat upon bis cheeks. His eyes were a "His 


blue, and ſparkled with a gentle luſtre. 


His manners were eaſy; his addreſs full of 


hat ſoft reſpect which inſinuates itſelf more 
quickly into the heart than all thoſe un- 
meaning airs which the generality of men 
 affume ; and with which our ſex is too fre- 


6 quently caught. His converſation was full 
. of good ſenſe, and perfectly conſiſtent with 


that modefty of ſoul ſo little known imoyg 


men, and . the greateſt charm they ea 


Fee He ſeeme | particularlyſtrack wih | 
His converſation was generally ad- 


dreſed to me. His eyes were often fixed 9 


upon me, and when mine by accident met 
them, AY were caſt to the ground, with 
a look as if he reproached bimſelf for the 


Aberty he had taken. The company did 5 
not retire-till late. I paſſed the night, in 


en I had never 43 kek. All my 
ideas 


N Cane?” 
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16 The ApyenTvres of | 
ideas were confuſed. Love, with: all his 
_ 2 gination., Horatio's image Was ever pre- 
ſent to me; all my thoughts related to him; 
his voice, his words, his actions, dwelt 
ſtrongly upon me. I reproached myſelf 
ſeverely for this weakneſs. ' I accuſed my- 
ſelf as guilty of the moſt unpardonable 
breach of friendſhip. Is it thus, thought I, 
3 that I requite my Iſabella's confidence, by | 
> - yielding to this unaccountable paſſion? anc 
for whom? for a man I have not ſeen, but 
once; and who perhaps has already forgot 
me. Here my pride took the alarm: how 
perſuaſive a pleader is loye ? I ſoon fancied 
1 had diſcovered in Horatio, the ſame paſ- | 
ſion I felt in my,own breaſt. Whilſt, I was 
to my room: the ſight of her, for the firſt 
time, became painful to me. I Knew ſhe 
muſt have ſeen my weakneſs; I was aſham- 


dF 


n . 
ed and confuſed. 1 15 Well 5 80 phy, , aid 
ed and Lo ! 2323 +5 


my Joving Horatio? HI may gteſs by the 
, blluſh iat ſpreads your checks, ou do not. 
knen what muſt be the conſequence of 


* 


* 
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pour going to ſee Horatio 
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Dear Iabella, ſaid: I, with an affected 
be -+ by 8 85 9 SF 3 »# ' Fe 22 
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levity, I am glad to ſee you ſo werry this 
* » p = <3. * YE uy 6 A = I 8 SF» ; 1 * 


morning. I. ſhall not contradict you, 
| aur 
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| - Miſs Sophia. Berkley. £17 
Sophia, anſwered ſhe, I am not in a 


Humour to joke. I am ſerious. You can- 
not deny you love Horatio. Do not fear to 
cn it to me: I am not ſo poor in friend- 
ſhip, as not to ſacrifice my peace to yours; 
beſides, I have nothing to hope; Horatio 


does not love me, whom can I] wiſh him 


to poſſeſs, ſo worthy ' as my Sophia? I 
.am glad, added ſhe tenderly, I have this 
opportunity of ſhewing how much dearer 


your happineſs is to me than my own. This 
behaviour. of Iſabella filled me with diſtreſs. 
No, Iſabella, ſaid I, I will not be thus out- 
done by you ; Horatio muſt be, ſhall be 


; 18 at theſe words, Iſabella ſmiled. 


y dear Sophy, ſaid ſhe, this can ne- 
ver be, Horatio loves you—I am ſure he 
does: you were formed for each other. 
Think then no more of me: I ſhall ſoon 
conquer a paſſion, that will ſerve only 
make me miſerable. An involuntary Ach 
accompanied theſe words. We continued 
ſome time talking in this manner; each ds - 
termined to be the ſacrifice to the other's 


I was not ſorry to be alone. I had not been 
ode donn to him: I obeyed, but what, 
was, my ſurprize, when the firſt object ht . 
met my eyes was Horatio, whom my f. 

her preſented 10 Me. Sophia, ; ſaid- he, - XY 


ths is a genileman with «hom I have. been 
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long deſirous to be acquainted. I knew 
and eſteemed his father particularly: I met 
him accidentally to-day, and have deſired]. 
him to ftay and dine with us. : 
Upon theſe words, Horatio apptoathicl 

to ſalute me, in the uſual' form. How 
great was my emotion! his did not ſeem | 
Has 4 ohſerved he faultered, and with 
difficulty pronounced ſome. few words of 
courſe, I would have given the world to 
'Tetire, but did not dare, leſt Horatio or my 
father ſhould fuſpect the reaſon, I endea- 
voured to recover myſelf as well as poſſible, 
Nothing remarkable paſſed during dinner; 
-F even thought Horatio took leſs notice of 
me than the day before, but I quickly per- 
ſuaded myſelf that this behaviour proceeded 
from his great delicacy. Soon after dinner 
Horatio withdrew : my father told him he 
ſnould expect to fee him again ſoon; to 
which he made a very polite anſwer, and 
retired, caſting a look upon me as he went 
out of 'the room, which conveyed a thou- 
ſand different meanings. He was no ſooner 
gone than my father afked me what J 
thought of bim? I was a little puzzled at 
his queſtion, and made bim ſuch an anſwer 


ee doubt not, ſhewed him I was fo. 


I leit my father rather earlier than uſual, 
and ſpent the night in agitations little infe- : 
Tior to thoſe I had experienced the night 
Vene. I began to believe Horatio re 
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loved me: I could eaſily ſee my father, 
would be extremely rejoiced at ſo, advan- 
tageous a match for me. Indeed, my lo- 
ver's rank, perſon and fortune, gave him 
a lufficient title to any woman: the only 
obſtacle I ſaw, was my friendſhip for Iſa- 
bella; and to ſuch a height did | carry this, 

friendſhip, that I ſecretly reſolved, let the 
conſequence be what it would, never to 
marry Horatio, unleſs I could do it without 
making her miſerable. To purchaſe, my 
own happineſs at the expence of my, fei | 
was a meanneſs I ſhould | have, Hlpiſe | 
myſelf for. TE ind 7 

No one, [ believe, ever 1 thier Lees 
bi gher upon theſe heads than I did; though 
— I know not whether what I am going 
to relate to you of Iſabella, will not lead you 
to imagine ſhe went beyond me. 

The day after Horatio had * witly 
us, ſhe came and ſpent great part of it with 
me: ſhe appeared more ſerene than uſual, 
but never once mentioned my lover's name, 
and I did not care to introduce the ſubjeQ., 
At parting, ſhe told me that ſhe was going 
for a few days to viſit a lady; that, as-ſoon, 
as ſhe returned, ſhe would let me know, 
and begged me to believe ſhe was quite at 
peace. I fixed my eyes upon her when 
ſhe ſaid this, and thought 1 there read a 
very different language; however, I took 
no notice, but tenderly. embracing. her, 
. | © * we 
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we took our leave. As ſoon as I was alone, 


J gave myſelf up to reflection: I flattered 
myſelf that Iſabella's good ſenſe would get 
the better of her paſſion, reſolving not to 
marry till this ſhould happen: I was not 
diſpleaſed to find J had made ſome impreſ- 
fion upon Horatio. A ſoft tranquility dif- 
fuſed itſelf through my mind: I went to 
bed, and enjoyed that repoſe which a mind 
devoid of guilt, is generally ſure of finding. 


In a day or two Horatio returned to our 
| houſe: my father inſiſted upon his ſtaying 
all the evening, which, you may believe, 
was not unpleaſing to bim. _ His behaviour 


to me grew more and more particular : that 


. timidity which is ever inſeparable to thoſe 


who are capable of real love, accompanied 


every thing be ſaid and did. 


When he left us, my father could not 


help telling me, that he was ſure Horatio 
loved me; he added, that he did not ima- 


gine [ ſhould have any diſlike to receive the 
addreſſes of ſuch a man as Horatio: that, 


on the contrary, he was ſure my good ſenſe 


would lead me to chuſe a man of his cha- 


racter and manners, To this I only replied, | 


that I had not conſidered the matter at all; 
chat therefore I could not give him a poſi- 
tive anſwer, but that I ſhould endeavour i in 
all things to obey him, as I was convinced 


his'indulgence for me would never permit 
_ him — e of me inconfiftcat. - 


with 


* 
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within my. own inclinations: No, my dear 
Sophy, ſaid he, tenderly, I will never de- 
fire you to marry againſt your own conſent. 


I then retired into my own apartment; where 
I found a note from Iſabella, in which ſhe 
told me, that fomething had prevented her 
from going the day ſhe intended ; 'but that 
ſhe ſhould ſet out the next morning, and 
that as ſoon as ſhe got to her journey's end, 
ſhe would write to me; ſhe ended; by aſ- 


ſuring me, ſhe was quite eaſy, and begged 


I would forget ſhe had ever loved Horatio, 


whom, ſhe lard; Was now almoſt ü d 17 


to her. 7 

This, you may Ant; gave me the 
higheſt fatisfaction: I began to think there 
was now no obſtruction in my road to hap- 
pineſs.— I knew not, my Conſtantia, how 


many weary ſteps I had to go, befor I ar- | 
rived here: 4 


Soon after this, Ade came e /\ 


our houſe, and he declared to my father 155 : 


his ſentiments with regard to me ; adding, 0 


that all his hopes and joys depended upon 5 


me; and that if he was not happy enough - 


to inſpire me with the ſame tenderneſs he 
felt for me, he ſhould be the moſt miſerable 
of men. My father aſſured him no 5 


would give him' greater ſatisfaction than an 
alliance with him, but that he had taken 4 

reſolution never to force my inclinations: 
Fo- this ante replied, that he was ines · 
215 1 C 3 : Of ans 
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pable of harbouring ſach a thought; that 
greatly as he loved me, he would ſooner 
renounce me for ever, than owe his happi- 
neſs to any motive but my affection for 
him, which he flattered himſelf he might 
in time deſerve, by the truth and delicacy 
of his love for me. After a little further 
giſeourſe, my father ſent for me, and pre- 
tending buſineſs, he left Horatio and me 
together. | I ſhall not tire you with a deſ- 
cription of what paſſed iri this interview : 1 
ſhall- only tell you that Horatio declared 
his paſſion to me, in terms equally reſpect- 
ful and ſincere; that I received his decla- 
ration in ſach a manner as left him doubt- 
ful what kind of impreſſion it had made 
upon me, After this his viſits grew more 
frequent ; and as 1 was incapable of any 
diſguiſe, I ſoon diſcovered to him my real | 
ſentiments. 
Matters were in this ſituation when I 
began to grow uneaſy at not hearing from 
 Habella; and as ſhe had not fent me word 
where to direct to her, I could not write 
to her, I really dreaded left ſome accident 
had happened to her, and reſolved to go 
ine next day to her mother's, and in, ey 
apprehenſions on this head. 
Avas fitting buried in theſe refleions; 
yhen on a ſudden; 1 heard my door open, 
and ſaw Iſabella enter: I ran haſtily to em- 
brace her ; but OY was my 3 : 
99 27 : When 


when I cs the ec Abel en ſhe 
had undergone fince I ſaw her! A deadly 
paleneſs clouded her face; her eyes had 
' Toft their luſtre; a deep angulſh was viſible 
through her whole frame. The gay, the 
ſprightly Iſabella, was become the picture 
of grief and anxiety. No words can expreſs 
what I felt at this ſight. Ah! Iſabella, cried 
J, my dear Ifabella, what do I fee ? whence 
is this ſhocking alteration ? Be not alarmed, 
faid ſhe, I have indeed ſuffered greatly ſince 
I left you; but my part is now taken, and 
1 all ſoon be reſtored to that peace which 
I have long been a ſtranger to. Sit down, 
added ſhe, hear me without interruption, 
and you ſhall ſoon be convinced of what I 
ſay. I ſeated myſelf on a couch, and ſhe 
by me. She went on thus: you, my dear 
friend, have been acquainted with my weak- 
neſs from the beginning of it. Yon know 
my diſpoſition too well to believe I feel 
upon occaſions ſuch as theſe, like the gene- 
rality of mankind. I loved Horatio with 4 
a paſhon ſo chaſte, that I can without a bluſh 
own it. I could with joy ſacrifice my hap- 
pineſs to procure him a moment's pleaſures 
Jam even glad I have fo good an orcalion 
to ſhew I am capable of this ſacrifice,” 
You, my dear, love Horatio ; he fecit 
your affection with all the alot you can 
wih. Shall I, by an unpardonable weak- 
5 neſs, be an obſtruQion to the happineſs of 
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two, both infinitely dearer to me than my- 
(elf f ns Cadet ba £874 1190 qt foes 8 
I ſhould be miſerable if I thought myſelf 
unworthy of Horatio's love; or, - what-is 
ſtill greater, his eſteem. The firſt I do 
not wiſh for; the laſt I will endeavour to 
deſerve, and my preſent reſolution appears 
the only one that can make me worthy of 
it: Jam come, my friend, continued ſhe, 
with a voice that ſpoke. the ſtrong emotion 
of her ſoul ; I am come to take an eternal 
farewel of you. How! my dear Iſabella, 
cried I, amazed, what do you mean by 
_ theſe words? what raſh reſolution . Sophy; 
interrupted ſhe, you are miſtaken, it is 
not a raſh one: Heaven only can tell the 
agonizing hours it coſt me before I could 
reſolve upon it. O Sophy, it is a dreadful 
taſk to tear the ſoul from its darling object 
I have ſuffered pangs for which there is no 
name, The violent ſtruggle I have under- 
gone has reduced me to the condition in 
which you ſee me; but the bitterneſs of the 
conflict is over; reaſon has got the better of 
paſſion. When ſhe had ſpoke theſe words, 
ſhe aſſumed a more ſerene voice and man- 
ner. You know, continued ſhe, I am a 
Roman Catholick : I always loved ſolitude, _ 
even in my happier days. At preſent, it is 
my laſt and beſt reſource ;, where: can a 


heart, diſappointed as mine is, hope for 
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refuge, but in a cloyſter t 
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. theſe words, I could no longer keep 


 filence. No, Iſabella, cried I, you ſhall ne. 
ver execute this horrid purpoſe, you ſhall 


not thus triumph over me. I ſwear by 


every thing moſt ſacred, Horatio never 


No more, replied. ſhe, putting her. hand 


upon my mouth; make no rafh reſolution; 


your caſe and mine is widely differert, Yon 
are in poſſeſſion of Horatio's heart : your 
renouncing him would be a falſe romantick 
generolity----Had he loved me; then you, 
my dear Sophy, would, I am perſuaded, 
have facrificed yourſelf for me. I am only 
acting i in the manner you, had you been 


in my ſituation, would have done: ceafe 


therefore to diſſuade me from what 1 am 
reſolved to do. Do not expoſe me to all 


the horrors of a ſecond conflict I dreaded 


this meeting: I foreſaw your tenderneſs 
would make you unwilling to conſent to 
my departure; I had even reſolved to go 
away without giving you notice, but my 
friendſhip would not permit me to execute 
my intention. Early to-morrow I ſhall leave 
England; I ſhall go to Paris; I have a re- 
lation there, who is a nun; I ſhall take the 
veil in the ſame convent where ſhe is. My 
mother has reſolved to go with me, and 
ſpend the reſt of her days near me. 


Here Iſabella ſtopt: I cannot tell 7 


was the ſtrongeſt, my forrow at-loſing her, 
or my admiration at the greatneſs of her 


= | | reſolution. 


reſolution. I made uſe of every argument 
to deter her from going to France. I offers 
ed to delay my marriage with Horatio, till 
ſhe ſhould be in a ſituation to ſee it without 
pain. She told me, ſhe could not anſwer 
for her own heart; that the ſigkt of Hora- 
tio might, in a moment, undo all ſhe had 
been doing. In ſhort, ſhe was determined 
beyond the power of perſuaſion to move 
her. She ſat with me all the morning. A 
little before dinner ſhe roſe, in 5.8 1 
take her leave; but here her reſolution 
failed her; a ſudden guſh of tears 
kept her a moment ſilent. Ah! Sophy, 
ſaid ſhe, lam ſtill weak; I felt it this mo- 
ment, like one whoſe ſoul -is tearing from 
its abode. Is it poſſible I ſhall never---nevyer 
| again ſee you? I had no power to ſpeak. 
What am I doing, continued Iſabella — 
what a wretch am I thus to give you pain! 
It - muſt be ſo---then tearing herſelf from 
me, ſhe went out of the room, and left me 
with a heart juſt burſting with anxiety. I 
had never yet experienced any of theſe vio- 
lent emotions: theſe, alas, were but the 
prelude to thoſe I was deſtined to ſuffer ! _ 
Ihe melancholy ſcene have juſt related, 
made a ſtrong impreſſion upon me. I could 
not help looking upon myſelf as the cauſe 
of all that uneaſineſs which my dear Iſabella 
had undergone. Perhaps, thought I, had 
not I unfortunately preſented myſelf to Ho- 
EY EE H ratio 8 


nnnd- = 
/ 


1 


rr / 2h, ara 2s 


n „ if EF 


* 
* 


J had 1 


+. ed 
4 j 
\ 


My; Sophia Berkley, 27 
ratio's eyes, he might in time have become 
ſenſible to Ifabella's paſſion. Whilſt T was 
in this ſituation, Horatio entered my room: 
he ſoon obſerved that ſomething had hap- 
pened to me of a diſagreeable nature, and 


_ preſſed to know the cauſe with ſo much 


tenderneſs, that, as I ſaw no reaſon to con- 
ceal it any longer from him, I gave him an 


account of all that had paſſed between 


Iſabella and me, He was at once ſurpriſed 
and ſhocked: he ſaid every thing on the 


_ occaſion that could ſuggeſt itſelf to a gene- 


Tous and delicate mind. | | 
My father feemed deſirous to haſten our 
marriage, Horatio grew every day more 
and more impatient; and our nuptials were 
fixed at the end of three weeks. I received 
a letter from Iſabella about ten days after 
her departure. It contained theſe words: 
„ arrived ſafe at Paris ſome days ago. 
J have taken the white veil, and at the ex- 
piration of the year ſhall change it for the 
black. I am perfectly at peace. No traces 
of my former weakneſs remain; and I have 
the pleaſing reflection that I have gained ſo 
complete a victory over my on heart: a 
victory which without vanity I may ſay fehr 
women could arrive at. I like my ſituation 
extremely; there is nothing wanting to 
complete my happineſs but the news of 


your marriage with Horatio. As the rules 


- 


of my. order does not allow me to receive 


I, | Fi # | any 
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any len after the expiration of the firſt 
ſix months, I muſt deſire my dear Sophia 
4 to write to me 48 ſoon as poſſible. 
| 871 ISABELLA. | 
1 ſhewed this letter to. Horatio. O cried 
. when he had read it, why did not ſhe 
meet a fate more equal to her deſert? 
My happineſs ſeemed now approaching 
to its higheſt period. O Conſtantia ! little 
did I know this delightful proſpect was an a 
moment to vaniſh; even at the time when 
I thought myſelf moſt ſecure of it. 
I believe I have by this time wearied you. 
I ſhall lay down my pen to give both you 
and myſelf ſome reſpite. 7 
| Jam my dear Conſtantia's 
moſt fathful Cs. 
- SOPHI 14 
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1 Doubt not, my dear Conſtantia, "Fe you 
are anxious to know what ſudden turn 
of fortune changed at once all my joy into 
affliction: I ſhall proceed to fativly your cu- 
rioſity immediately. 

I chink I told you before, that our houſe 
Was ſituated near the (ea-coaſt. Horatio 
and I uſed to walk frequently in an evening 
on the ſea-ſhore, which was about half a 
mile diſtant from our houſe, It happe El 


— — 


our wedding, that we remain 
than uſual; it was one of theſe c j Nanning 
1 


our converſation. V 
found my father, who was already impati- 
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two or three days before that appointed for | 
d out longer 


nights towards the latter end ol, July, when 


the ſcorching heat of the day being Over, 


the moſt delightful cool fcc it; a per- 
fect ſerenity ſeemed, diffuſed over the, face 
of nature; not a cloud appeared Ade 


the whole hemiſphere; o breath of wine 


was felt; no noiſe was N except the 


gentle beating of the ſea againſt the rocks, 
and the ſoft melody of the nightingales, Win 


ſweetly warbled through a large rom of 
trees that grew at a ſmall diſtance from, us; 
the ſea was without a wave; every thing 
conſpired, to make our walk enchanting, 
Horatio and I were ſeated upon a piece of 
broken rock, which the ſea had waſhed 


from its foundation aad left juſt, upon its 


borders. We paſſed two hours in this ſitu- 


ation, enjoying that inutterable bliſs which 


is ſo peculiarly the ſhare of lovers, Scenes 
of- this: nature ſhould, always be left to 155 

imagination of the reader; for no ſtrength 
of expreſſion can convey any adequate idea 
of them. The time inſenſibly peed awa 

we did not think 92 Faint home,. Fil 
we perceived night had almo(t ſtole upon 
n we got home we 


ent at our, long ſtay. It is very late, ſaid 
he. he it is ten o clock. Horatio aſſured him 


if 4g T8! of 1 he | 


be Abvexrores of 


* 


| he wan 


why hg Bol i be 
- fays wy father, ſmiling,” i fas 


ey back'td cheat me; 10 1 5 zoſe 2 ut 0 3 
; Sophy. goes juſt the fame Wit INE „ 
| laughed at my father's idea; and put my hand 
ta my e d dt my watch; but what was 


| my 11 e, whe 68 after docking for it ſome 
time I found Thad loſt it! Tt 


he watch. only 
I did not regrer;;” but there was hung to it a 


ſmall picture of my mother's which my fa- 
ther gave me, and on whcih I knew he ſet 
an ineftimable value, I could not help 


_ fhewing: the moſt lively concern; I deter- 


mined to go hack to' the ſpot where 1 ſat, 
belfeving might have dropt it there. To 
(his Horatiq 5 MITT by, no means conſent, | 
ſaying, that the Jap or air of the fea at that 
late hour migh dang erous; that he 
would't retyrn am and leck it, and that he 
Was ſure ould find ir then ordering 
one of his ſervants to follow him, he re- 
turned to the ſea ſhofe. Conſtantia 
the fatal moment now approached whence 
| B 1. date all the. horrors that * 


* (ok 5 to eck ad . cork Feber it REY pro 8 
ble he would 0 2 great deal of time in 
. MS: looking 
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poſſiple, than the ſuſpenee itſelt. 


ter with. A look of wild e ee 
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ledig by e eee e 

# une, without it. This eaſed, me for 
a while, bat at an nere Bi 
 tidings, of, Horatio. MY Fears, now, returned 


and no 


with, new violence: a thouſand; foreboding. 
horrors. took. poſſeſſion of. me 1 ſhnddered 


TAY 


wich the moſt cxuel apprehenſions. My 


. in vain 2 Nude me 


1 5 (A 5 *mith ions 
4 1 5 Phanta Ic images roſe before. _ 


my eyes; I ſpent a quarter of an hour in 


1e. moſt racking ſuſpence; too ſoon, alas! 
e fatal certainty. appeared more cruel, it 


83 . 


The room in which I ſat Was next to the 


N ſtreet; 1 heard on a ſudden a violent knock - 
ing at the door, and a conſuſion of voices, 
among which I diſtinguiſhed my father's, 


I roſe, and almoſt ſinking between fear 

and hope, I ran to ſee whether my Horatio 

was there or not; but oh W what: 
was my horror! when 1 law, 'my-father en-“ 


by a great number 


of i looking fellows, 


; ” | 72. 


tho of Wann Hao e them 1 
d 


9 


with wounds ar! les 1 190 longer d. t. 
end my lover dus murdered : I fainted and 
feel into the artis of my ma 


maid; whom the 
noife Had ſultithoned to the door. I lay in 
this eortlition for above an hour, and when 
I recovered the uſe of my ſenſes, it was 
only to wiſh for the entire loſs of them. * 
found my father ſeated by my bed fide with 
a countenance full of the Gepe anguiſh? , 
1 remained a feu moments unable to ſpeak; | 
at-length, in a low fanltring voice, I con- 
jured my father to tell me what was become 
ok Floratio. To this' queſtion he made no 
reply; = Alas! cried I, what am I to think 
of that true Blefice? my dear Horatio is 
murdered, and am the catiſe of his death. | 
At theſe words Tſunk down in a ſp q 
lefs agony of grief. O Conftantia ! 1 
Wit my pen a momeént; the ſad ſeene raiſes 
in my mind a freſh ſenſe 'of the pangs it 
. ence filled me with whillt I was in this fitu- 
ation; my father ordered all the fervarits 
who were in the room to withdraw. O my 
loved child! ſaid he, do not thus abandon 
yourſelf to deſpair : this is indeed a moſt. 
ſevere trial, but endeavout to beat up againſt 
it; it is on©oceafions® like theſe, that we 
ſhould: make uſe of that teaſon Which Hea? 
ven has given us for our ſupport under mne 
_ ccyel preſſure of affliction: believe me, my 


mat 


A e continued he, th tears in his 


4 
. FE 


ey ” Pg fele at the: pangs oy 
thatattend+ the loſs of What, we, love des 
blames aur grief. ; Q:cried I, en Es 
over-= my miſery is beyd remedy will 

| not deceive. you, areplied my father, Hora. 
duo is pg more.. O Conſtantia, conẽ tive E. 
5 yourran,: what I ſelt at theſe dreadful words. 

2 My tears, which had yet unceafing flowed, . *« 
had no more vent. Loſt to all' ſenſe ot 4 


every ching that furrounded:me; I remained 

| along whiſe without: utteting a ſigh or groan, _. 
| My father was alarmed at this ſe tran- 

| quility: he trembled for my life O Sophy, 

| -faid he, will you not bear up a little for my 

| ſake ? Conſider my life js bound up in yours; 

* O do not break thy heart Pierced to the 


| : - on at his diſtreſs [1. made an effort ver 
N my grief; and raiſing myſelf up, No, ſaid — ; 
. 1 will not add to the murder of my Ho- 


; ratio that of my father. In ſpite 0 of che 
a2 gonies my heart was: tote with, Iaſſumed 

„ a calmer air: [entreated my father to leine 
to his chamber, aſſuring him 1 would en- 
Ideavdour, if poſſible, to take 3 3 mamems 
: »reſt, It was ſome time before T:conld pre- 


vail on him to leave me, which at laſt ge 
did, making me promiſe mat if] found! 
:could,not get my repoteito- fend him wor N 
dat he might return to me. |My: father 
* as ho: ſooner: gone, than throwing bft! 
_ - i  : Fefiraintb dulivered; my whole ſoul up to 
|| - deſpair. I paſſeq the W the oy. 
5 0 . 5 A PE D \ 8h | = + / WY 
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In the moſt e, torments. In n. Te 
deavoured to loſe my cares a moment in 
deep; if I clofed my eyes but an inf am, 
Horatio's image aroſe to my imagination gt 

ale and bleeding. Great God! how ſar- 
Þrifing an alteration had a few hours made: 
from the higheſt happineſs, 1 was at once 


5 5 . caſt into an abyſs of miſery! 


When the morning came UP my 6 


= ther entered the rdom as ſoon as I was dreſt. 


Iran to embrace him; he preſt me in his 
Arms. Haw tears fill his eyes: every pain- 
ful idea ruſhed full upon me I ſunk upon 
his breaſt without uttering a word; he raiſ- 
ed me with that tenderneſs he had eber 
fhewn me. As ſoon as I was able to ſpeak, 
I entreated him to tell me in what manner 
my dear Horatio had been murdeted. NM) 
father replied in the following terms. ier 
I had left you, I had not gone ten pa 
forward before l met a great number of 
"country: Fellows, bringing with them the 
dead body of Horatio's ſervant; they in 
formed ine, that having ſtaid out longer 
- than uſual at a feaſt, they were returning 
home; and that paſſing near the ſea-ſnore, 
they ſaw Horatio and his ſervant fighting 
_ with four men who had juſt got out of a 
Vveſſel, Which wat. lying in a ſmall creek. 
hard by; that Horatio's fe vant was-ſtretc 
ground, as they Inagined dead; 
nd | Gti eee ikewue: fr be 
___JCHOWS 


Jy 


Fell, 18 were dd to ſtrip bim: but 


: 28 them advance and unwilling to loſe 


rize, they carried Horatio's: dead bo- 


20 e veſſel, aud were our of 


ſight before theſe: people could come uf 
. them. They examined the 57 
which lay upon the ſhore,” and finding Ae 
ſigus of life in it, they threw-eald water on 
his face ; that having recovered the uſe of 

His ſenſes, he told 2 40 that his maſter Hac 


been ſet upon by a crew of pyrates ho 


\hequinlp infeſted thoſe: coaſts, ad = 


came down. to that ſhore when it was dark, 


n hopes of meeting with ſomebody: that his 
maſter eee: himſelf for an hour, but 


at laſt one of the villains gave him ſo violent 


1 aten — e ber, he ara imme- 


ſtrength to utter theſe ing 
with the loſs of blood, ie fell 0 0 Km 5 
leſs, and died before they could bring him 


4 home. Here my father ceaſed.,. 


Paint to yourſelf,” my Conſtantia, the dif- 


"ſerene orrors that filled mewhilt I liſtened 
to this ſnocking account! I cannot recal to 


mind this period of my life without ee 
lin at the remembrance fit 5.4 


3 IF? * 


zat days of tears, what heights ofagi- | 
-tationdid: I ſpend ! Sometimes a flood uf 

"rears nn andy relief no my heat 
in anxiety, I remained r 


5 ws _” — 1 my own racking 


. re 


a . 


av put an end to a life Which was become 
inſupportable to me. O Habella thought 


5 tote her what had happened to me; and 
8 ec by ſaying, that 125 Ehad been of her 


(Ighvemny foul its fill eben to diſtraction! 
<d Ra e e myſelf as the cauſe, 


gard for my father ſtopt me, I 


J, how is thy fate to be envied ; thou art at 


2 - this moment tranquil, whilſt: Jam ſtrug- 
ng under an affliction worſe than den 
ach deaths. % YI EG 


AL then wrote a Tang 10 Ila in which 


tl The. den bd dight 3 
painful: co metz every object preſented: ſome 
me pangs to my tbreared ſoul: before y 

father indeed I endenvouted to diſguiſe the 

exceſs of d e was alone 


1 


| innocent cauſe of my Horatio's. Uralte b 1 
re wild and I really: believe, had not 


1 . religion 1 L would: ſoon have followed her 
RUPP 1 1 109 „ 910 Ls 418 


Aißnher zue whole vniverſe, was indiffren 
 __ + Jaobmet ledragged on life] without the 
A molt diſtant hope of tehef ee 


44 


The firſt ſhar oo ee eld ad 
"paſt; I fell into a kind af deſp 
cholyʒ my pangs were leſs tively,” bud ndt 
«leſs deep- Stranger to every Peaceful ſen- 


nding:melan- 


tatior „I ſonght ſilence art 85 ſolitude. I ne- | 


ver ſpoke to any human being except my 


f NEO 8 W ened it 
1 itz 1 ene 
| A 3337 de FO Ot eee ee 
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{3 ethat Wehe mens ic 
beurer bad j iſt begn n to/loſe. ie eee, 
VV father Jus fixed with a very violent 

fever, which" in ten days Jaid him in his 
grave. I will not attempt to deſcribe my 
redoubled miſery; the feene I have already 
related to you wilt convey 4o” you forme Intl | 
idea of it. ln =.913 

Wen my father: found birhfelf- at- the 

point of death he called me to him, and 
ordering all the attendants to withdraw,” he 
bad me take a chrair and fit down by his 
bed ſide. Fobeyed, and he ſpoke to me 
in the following terms. T am going to that 
ibunal where every action will appear in 
its true colours; there is But one tfüng that 
hangs heavy on my parting ſoul, and that 

Js chess den inwhich I leave you. Twas 

going to ſpeak, but he ſtopt me and went 
on thus: 1 gov? nowtell my child a feeret 
which I have long kept from her,” becauſe] 
hoped it would not be 1 for her to 

know it. 1 have been > profaſt in my 
of living my bee eftate is gone 


manner. 
and you are left to poverty and diſtreſs ! At 
theſe words he fell into convulſions,” ' The 
violent agitation which his tenderneſs for 
me threw him into; Was too) Sreat for Bis 
PRIN pee 210 9 
© Tuked every Weihe peil ro-refiere 
bim. He at Faſt opened | his eyes, and 
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{ti upon OI 1979 ering 
Voice continnecl h ae ab l angrily: 2 
„ Lhed built all my hopes upon your mar- 
riage with Horatio, when, it pleaſed heaven 
to take him from us. Iknew his fortone 
was more than e you both; this 
made me not anxious about my own eſtate, 
but, alas! 1 am juſtly puniſhed, for ,my 
_ extrayapance } I have examined into the 
Weg Sie eos tigh,1 bad roo. long 
 NegleQted; I find there is but a very ſcanty. 
part remaining; I have ſeyeral. * — and 
when they are pid, Lear, xhe remainder 
_ be hut . xery ĩnconſiderable en 353 
H L threw myſelt upon my kne dees and ſum; 
 Moning/all myureſolutien to y aid, that 
E; might not obſerve. my agony, 1 5 : 
im that I was perſectiy ſatisfied; ;- that was 
very capable, of -proyiding for myſelf, a my 
mat J conjured-bim: not 40 get a thought of 
me diſturb his peace. All T pould fay was 
to no effe Nane men think. of e 
me in ſuch n condition wWithont ſuffering 
agonies, which. inereaſing his fever - threw 
bim into a violent delirium, in which he 
remained for. ſome hours all which time 
Iſpent on my knees b. his bed- ſide. Very 
late in the evening he came a little to him - 
ſelf, but refuſed to take any; of the chings 
; whith: the ph 1 | offered nm, * No, a a 
de, you may ſpare. yourſelves the trouble 
: By: ar! is come, and all human al iſtance 


Mis" Sophia: Bally: 5 
is vain. He then thre wa môurnful glanes 
upon me; and again grow ng en he . 
remained till three &clock-iri-the/ morn-. 
ing, When he expired) in} my arm. 
3 6 Conſtantia W! at a moment was this 
1 ſunk down upon the floor, and remained 1 
entirely ſenſeleſs till the mortiing. But Oo 
Heaven awhatpen can paint the Dub rend "Hike 
ing agonies I awaked = I found "all the 


ſetvans weepirig by my bed - ſide: O eried 
I. why have you brought me again to life # | 


What now remains for me? O *Conſtantia; 
what horrors ruſhed: upon my imagination! 
Wbat are all» tbe tor ments“ of a rack when 

mpared with thoſe exquiſne pangs that 

tear the human nind upon occaſions like 
theſe! WOE CORO: OMAN Oi, Tat 
I in dwell no . upon a ſeene that 

| inal pain a heart feeling as my'Conſtantia's: 
Although I have often" endeavouted 10 1. 
dec ee on this period net 19 the 
etre et ithſufferable; /: 

5 Riten che Ire impre tions of grief were 
ſubdued, grew more reſigned to my ſitu⸗ 
ation: when the mind has been'viblently _ 
agitated by the paſſions, it ſinks inſenſibi 

to a kind oßdnekncheiy ann e 10 239: 
found my daher u n were indeed in 

bac ee ee Het had thor gyen - 
account f this debts iſo/tharhiseres 
den erding advantage of my ſex; and ig- 
een in ee e JO” ez ler 
IT 155 as a 5 . BED 
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a pretence of -what my father owed them cf 
every thing in the world; extept one hun- 
- dred pounds which they generouſiy gave me; 
for even that they faid, was more than re- 
ained due to me alter the paymeni of my 
father s.debts. The houſe we lived in went ö 
among the other things. They allowed me 

aiweek: un emmane in, and: to: ſee] for ano: 
ther habitat. ien n! 
I diſmiſſed all = ſarvar nts; having n 
further: oœcaſion for them. 1 Rent only a 
young woman whowas my on maid; a 
Who had been with mei from my infary 
Lreſolved immediately to quid a place, wh ere 
every object recalled: te me ſome paſt miſe - 
Wil- determined to go to London, though 
1. had no acquaintance there, my father 
having never left the country fincethe death 
of my mother. I was quite unacquainted 
with the place I was ging to; but I Was 
too indifferent about life to have any appre: 
henſions whatever. I took with me Juliet 
(chat was my maid's name) Who was tole- 
frably well acquainted with London, having 

lived there before ſhe came to me. Thus, 
pe Stada age of twenty. you behold me deſti- 

ö | of f Jury friends; having already 
3 two-of-the ſevereſt trials that can 
| deppen e a noman pon the, e ol en- 
fernle, experience and, protection are the 


5 5001345 — 


—nn5;5 Wa de et 


as T Sophia Berkley, Es 


Here, ©. dear Conſtantia, 1 will Son- 
ade 925 letter wich | e el ae | ** 8 
„ Taye, eb a TL as 740 n 


IF 


a ee 
Hired 2 poſt. chaiſe, anti king 295 107 
my cloaths and what mon y-T had, ae. 

_ cottipanied by my faithful Jule T 'fer 8 
for London, where I arrived ſaf e 
Journey of four das. 

I Vas in one of thoſe- Araaion, thi 
the mind borrows relief, „even from the ex. 
ceſs of its diſtreſs; and a "total age a 
to all things that Paſs around ds, wears for: | 


a While the air of inward peice and. content. 


As I knew no body in town, I left it intirety* 
to Juliet! c direction to ſtop where ſhe thought” | 
belt. She carried ins to a coufin of her 
who kept a preat flo i n the Strand?” as fel 
informed” HE ee hot was, he treated 
me With alf h 6 ; and after 
having "made ma he Es 
of the. rece tion e. 0 Ive 115 
& fn j =_ mg 15 


0 lend, de ſe t me "in 
: 5 for lodgings. 1 2 


2 Fi 2 
I was 
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1 was no ſooner. alone, than I. 3 to 
reflect upon the prodigious alteration Which | 
ſo ſhort a period of time had made in my 
ſituation. I could hardly perſuade myſelf, 
that I, who ä twelvemonth ago, was bleſt 
= > the poſſcilion of the tendereſt lover, and. 
the kindeſt father, was now expoſed. to a 
faithleſs world, unfriended and alone! I felt 

howeyer ſomething within, that whiſpered- 
me, Lwas ſuperior 1 to my fate. After what. 
I had already {uffered, I did not believe any 2 
thing could make an impreſſion upon me. 

Juliet returned in about an hour: I have 

Ind , {aid ſhe, a place. which. I believe will 
- ſuit you, and 1 have agreed with .thi perſon. 
th whom the houſe belongs, in gaſe you ap- 
: © Prove, of it when you ſee it. She then told. 
me, that ſhe. had, been with an acquain- 


tance of her 's, who had recommended her 


4 
= f c ? 
4 * 


td a milliner that let lodgings, and who. | 

Was 8 upon by the neighbours as a 

_ perlon of merit, and; updoubted good cha- 

I ber 55 addin that | H d been 1 and 

* ound ; every thing anſwer. hex. expectations; 
| and that Tn donbred not but. I ſhould be 


E $ . ſatisfied wich the. lodgings. I 
by Aae [not 


elp ſhewing ſome little rchuCtance 

. 4 going, among people with whom I W 8 

totally unacquainted. ..; ulet.. aſſured mel 
had b reaſon, to be Al aid; adding, with, 

3 tears in her eyes, 5 if I choſe to have her 

852 lve with me, ſhe would 1 never leave N 


— 
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that ſhe ſhonld. be (ufficiently. aid. in being 
: with me and as ſhe had ſaved: mioney;in 
| Jervice, ſhe would never take any wages. 
+ This poor creature's goodneſs drew tears 
2 from me. In ſituations like mine, every 
i: mark of tenderneſs has a double fores. 
7 Fe) 3 went with Juliet to the place I have 
mentioned. Ino ſooner ſaw Mrs Willi- 
ams: for ſo, my landlady. was, called) than 
| 1 congeived an affeQtion and confidence; for 
ber; the ems about thirty. She was tall 


_— a 
Pe * 7 
2 * 


: and; emecl; ſhe was not handſome; but 
bee great ſweetneſs in her oounte- 


4 an air of dejection was viſi- 
_ ble in lar behaviour, 5 This inereaſed my 
2 d'for her: I did not doubt hut ſhe had! 
5 been happy as well as me; and there is 
2 a ſecretfympatliy in grief that always unites 
: itelf to.thaſe who ſeem tquched by the fame — 
| n. 1 agreed without any heſitatipn 4 
- for. the lodgings, which confiſted of a 
neat W. (519%, HY and. dining · room: 1 $ 
then deſſred Joliet | to return to her cqu- 
ſin's for; N things, and ſeated myſelf at 
the earnelt deſire of Mrs. Wills: by the 
| Se; in the parlour where ſhe was, where [ + 
waited impatiently for Juliet's return. Mrs. 
.Williamgignd I fat together, without much 
converſaidn paſſing between us. She eafily 
perceived, by the melancholy; which — 4 
. « Krongly: Wong: in my face, that I was un- 
1 ware and ſhe knew 2 FRE how | _ 


* 


little any eo ofiverſation ion nga * 
at variance Wich el. She heated fore 
wine; and brought it to me; Tat firſt re- 
Fuſe it, but ſhe preſſed me to take i it, in ſo 
obliging a manner, that at laſt 1 made a 


ſhift with (ome difficulty to fwallow i it. Ju- 


Her returned pretty ſoon, and brought with 
her my things: Mrs. Williams tken adviſed. 
me to go to bed; with which requeſt” 1 
very willingly complied; "for, as you m 

believe, I ood greatly in need of refreſh 

ment. The exceſſive farigneT had ſaſtained 
both in mind and body „together with che 
hot wine I Had taken, threw'me into a pro- 
found ſſeep, which was the only one 1 had 
enjoyed ſinee that fatal night, of which 1 
have given you a de ſeription. When 1 
waked in the morning, I fonnd myſelf much 
refreſhed, and in more tolerable ſpirits than 


uſual. Whilſt T was dreſfing, Mrs, Willj- | 


ams came into my room, and enquired very 
tenderly how 1 had ſlept, and whether 1 
would do her the honour ts breakfaſt with 
her? To this 1 willingly conſented, and 
Mrs. W ams leſt me to go and pet the 
| things" ready: As ſoon} as ſhe was 80 
Juliet began ts tell me, with an air of con- 
bern, that ſhe had done ſomething, for 
which the was afraid I ſhould be diſpleaſed 
with her. I aſſured her I ſhould ry as1l 
vas very ſure ſhe would do nothing ——＋ 
Ne e reason 30 blame 8 


e then | 
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hien told me, that hen I was gone to bed, 
Mrs. Williams deſired her to fit down and 
ſup with her; that, in the eourſe of their 
converſation, ſhe aſked her ſo many queſ- 
| tions about me, and appeared to intereſt 
herſelf ſo much in what concerned me, that 
| ſhe could not refrain telling her my whole 
. ſtory; at which Mrs. Williams ſhed. wy 
tears, and expreſt great-anxiety for me. 
I was very far from. being diſpleaſed at 
5 what Juliet had done: I was naturally very 
open; and beſides, I really had a confi- 
dence in Mrs. ee and which nen | 
ſhe deſerved... . 
I then went domn to breakfaſt i in | the 
parlour; ; there was ſomething. extremely 


engaging in Mrs, Williams's. manner; It 


was very eaſy to diſcover that ſhe was ſupe- 
rior to her ſituation ; her converſation en- 
creaſed and juſtified the good opinion I had 
_ conceived: of her. We ſoon became inti- 
mate; and ſhe ſeemed to put as much con- 
fidence in me as I did in her; ſhe gave me 
an account of her life, which will take up 
ioo much of my time to relate to, you partii- 
ceularly. I ſhall only tell you that ſne was 
a clergyman's widow; her huſbatid; at his 
death, had left her in ſuch narrow cireum- 
ſttances, that ſhe was obliged to- have. 
_ courſe to the way of wot ſhe” was in for a 
: ne: + RH e 
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I cow: began to confider what was to! Þe- me 10 


come of me; my hundred pounds was not 
, Sly to laſt long; and it was neceſſary for 
me — think of ſome way to get my bread 
in. I conſulted Mrs. Williams about this, 
who very generouſly: offered to take me 
partner in her buſineſs, To this propoſal 
Lconſented with joy; and having no longer 
an occaſion ſor Juliet, I diſmiſſed her. 1 
Would have given her five guineas, but it 
Was een for me to prevail on her to 
accept of it. She only deſired leave to 
rome and e enquire now. and then if 1 was 
well: Laſſured her I ſhould always be glad 
© ſee her, and it was not without [regret 
that I parted with this p r faithful creature. 
I could not prevail upon Mrs. Williams 
co let me put any more than fifty pounds 
into her hands ; notwithſtanding which, 'ſhe 
Ne urge dividing the Profits o 1 1 > 


I now: began to enjoy a kind of tr nq 1 
ly I: thought myſelf pany Ai Jac y, 
in having met with ſuch a friend as Mrs. 
Wilfams. I ſound always a pleaſure in 
Her converſation: ſhe had a ve excellent 
underſtanding, improved by a liberal edu- 
cation. She had a greater ſhare of reafon 
than commonly falls to the lot ef any one 
perſon. Never did I know a mind fo free 
rom prejudices and partialities of every fort. 
—_— was a perfect nee oh. 


* > — 


4 coming imo- the room where we ſat, he: 
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kind; yet did I never know any one who 
| Py fo great allowances for them in others. 
She poſſeſſed that true philoſophy of foul, 
which conſiſts in governing the paſſions; . 
not in ſupercih oufl pretending to de With- 
out them. She uſed often to give me ex- 


cellent leſſons, which have ſince been of 


great uſe to me on many occaſions.” As T 
was born without ambition, I found no 
difficulty in reſigning that ſituation in life 
which I had been brought up to expect. 

I now found myſelf tolerably. GRAD | 


The remembrance of - paſt miſeries ſto 


upon me; 6 but the Pain J felt from the re- | 
collection of them, was no means violent. 
Alas, Conſtantia, I was ſtill to fuffer ! I was 


Not deftined to enjoy peace: I was only 


permitted to taſte 1 it, that the total privation 
of i might be more bitzer to me. 9H 
Mrs. Williams did not keep an open ſhop), 
the had however very great 'bufineſs : all 


thoſe who had been acquainted with | her 
huſband, came to buy what they wanted of 


ber. One day, as we were together in the 

Jour, I ſaw a chariot, and three foctmen 
Rind it, "ſtop at our door. A young man 
very richly dreſſed alighted from it, and 
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vas extremely: handſome; but had an air 


of affecta and aſſurance in his addreſs, 
which mad him very diſagreeable. 


Mrs. Williams ſhewed him ſeveral pieces 


of lace, to all which he made ſome objec- 
- tion; ſhe told. him, ſhe had a great deal 
 coming;over ſoon, and that it was probable 
he might find ſome amongſt it more to his 


ſented to this, and taking only a pair for 
few days again. Mrs. Williams told him 
ſhe would ſave him that trouble, by ſending 
it to his houſe; but he. anſwered with a 
mile, that he had leſs to do than ſhe, and 
that he would come himſel. 
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gan to give me ſome account of him. Never 
laid ſne, was the power and will. of doing 


ill, ſo.compleatly-joined as in Caſtilio. He 


is juſt come to the: polleſſion of an immenſe 

eſtate, which. he ſpends in the gratification 

ol every inordinate He has been 
the ruin ot ſeveral young women 
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| e ” would be do you. 


A econld with Au ty beli6) e there Fg 
fuch: a man as this, by his character, ſeem- 


ed to be. Mrs. Wilkarns told me thät ſhe 
had obſerved he had taken particular notice 
of me. Heaven forbid! added ſhe, that 
he ſhould have taken a fancy to you; for 
T ſhould dread the cotiſet 
[= ſhocked me exceſhively.\ Mrs. 


ſequences of it. * his . 


lhams and I agreed, that if he cartie 
again, I ſhould not appear, and that ſhe 
hould þ retend I was gone out. About a 
week after this; as I was ſitting, working at 


the window, I ſaw Caftilio's chariat® ſtop 3 I 
l immediately retired, but could not ge Toon 
enough up ſtaiis to prevent his Having 

glimpſe of me. As 


as he ente THe 
parlour, he afked where I was? Mrs With 
ams told him I was not at home. Hoem! 
ſays he; why, I ſam her go up 195 4 


moment. Mrs. Williams aſſured him muſt 


be miſtaken; for that ſhe ſaw me go out 


about a quarter of an hour ago. Very well, 


cried he, ſmiling, I underſtand you. It is 
more than I do you, Sir, returned Mrs. 
Williams with a ſevere look: upon which 

he aſſumed an air of reſpect. I hope, Ma- 


dam, I have done nothing to offend you. 


You ſeemed, Sir, replied Mrs Williams, as 


if you imagined Sophia was at home, not- 8 


withſtanding I told you the contrary; but 
ſuppoſing ſhe. was, I do not ſee of what 
"Ob more 4 
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1 e Mrs an N endeavoured fo fo 
- change the conxerſation, for ſhe was afrajd 
of a farther. explanation ; but Caſtilio coy- 
ſtantly reſumed it: he went ſo far as to Al 

who L was, and whether I Was married or 

not? At theſe. words. Mrs. Williams, wh 0 
was incapable of fearing any thing, told 
him with an air of. indignation, that . 


could not imagine what -he meant by fo 


odd a behaviour; and added, that he 1915 
never again put it in his power. to uſe her in 
ſuch a 1 85 Cane aſked ten thouſand 
pardons for what he had done g aſſuted her 
that he would never again 1 my 
name to her. He then bought. ſeveral 
pieces of lace, to the amount of a hundred 
13 and making a low: bow, took his 
eave. During their diſcourſe, Mrs. Willi- 
ams obſerved that he had put in his pocket 
à piece of paper which lay upon the table ; 
but, as ſhe ſaw. nothing writ upon. it, ſhe 


imagined he had taken it up without know- 


ing what he did; as he ſeemed very abſent 
two or three times. He was no ſooner gone 
than I came down ſtairs, and my friend 
gave me an account of the for egoing con- 
verſation. I own, ſaid ſhe, I am not a little 
alarmed; he has, I am ſure, ſome deſigns 
+ agent vou. I wiſh to heaven he had never 
"em, N. 8⁰ dol, faid1; but 99 ho 


th a re- 


4 


ened ſo, 1 ſee no Ao for + apprehen. 
ſton? '- Whatever his intentions are with re- 
gard to me, it is impoſſible he ſnould ever 
pi wem in execution, for Pam determined 
kee out of bis ſight. Ah! replied ſhe, 
50 fete kitow of What he is capable: 1 
have heard "ſuch inſtances of his genius for 
miſchief as would àſtoniſn you. However, 
we maſt endeavou to Rep upon our guard ö 
and leave the reſt to Providence. -My/little © 
experience in” the arts of mankind, made b 
me leſs afraid on this octafion than 1 ſhould 
otherwiſe have been. "Foo-fobn; alas! I. 
was taught to know that virtue and 5 inno- 
cence are but feeble guards'againift*treach-* 
er y and artifice.” 8 e | A e eee n e 151 8 
Several days paſt; and we he rd nothing 
of Caſtilio; 1 Was perſuaded he had 1 
me, or that, perhe can he had neverthought 
about me at all. 1 p 
As we were one N at tea, we hegrd | 
a violent rap at the door, and were ' greatly: b 
ſurpriſed to ſee Caſtiſio enter the ro K 


was impoſſible for me to retire; ſo I deter. 
mined to ſet à good face upon the matters = 


and keep my place. Caſtilio, with an 4 5 
ſurance er Cp to himſelf, ſeated bimſelf 14 
by us. Tou will doubtleſs wonder, Madam; 
fai he, turning to Mrs. Williams, to ſee 
me herr ſo unexpectedly : but I am come 
ro coMliſt'you about an affair, upon the ſuc- | 
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beg leave to entertain your relation a mo- 
ment in private: I roſe., upon his ſaying 
this, glad of an opportunity to withdraw, 
and retired to my own apartment, won- 
dering what could be Caſtilio's buſineſs with 
Mrs. Williams. In about half an hour, 


went down ſtairs, Where J found Mrs. VII. 
liams with a co 

_ SephiaFfaid ſhe, his man is a greater mon- 
ſter thaꝝ Leven. took him for: would you 
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lently in love with you, and has dared to 
ſuock my. carb Mich the moſt bona, pro- 
polals ? He offered me five hundred pounds 
a2. year, if I. will prevail upon you to live 
with him. N enfation 1 was. yet unac- 


_ * There-was a time when an inſult of this 
kind. wonld have met with the 7 


WG 10 ore 
* on, 
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You will forgive n rope Midas, (addrefling. 
_ himſelf to me, with a ſubmiſſive air) it 1 


heard. him call His chariot: 1 immediately 
intenance full of anger. Ah! 


is, my dear, he has had the 1 unpar- 
 allelled, aſſurance to tell: me that he is vio · 


1 3 11 Wc o Emy v5 5; BYE ad 


It, deſerves za but 1 have no i ba 5 25 
could they know 
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myſelf upon a chair, and abandoned wyſcle 
te a thouſand mortifying reflections. Mrs. 

Williams endeavoured to comfort me as 
N much as lay in her power. Believe me, 
my dear child, faid ſhe, claſping me ten- 
| derly i in her arms, theſe various trials are 


but ſo many opportunities which 'heaveh 
throws in your:way of ſhewing your firmneſs 


of mind, and that refignation to its will 


which alone can intitle us to any proſpe & 
of happineſs hereafter. Notwithſtanding all 
Mrs. Williams could fay, I remained very 
uneaſy for ſeveral days. My mind was 
filled with a thouſand boding apprehenſians, , 


too ſoon realized! I went out one evening 


with Mrs. Williams, to a friend of her's to 
drink tea. We were walking home about 
nine o'clock; when, as we were going. 
through a narrow obſcure ſtreet which turn- 


ed into that we lived in, I found m yſelf 


ſuddenly ſeized” by two. men; who end 


voured to bind a handkerchief over "mz 


eyes. 1 rente out as loud as I could, 


but one of the villains thruſt me into a poſt 
chaiſe, which at that moment drove up to 


us; and getting himſelf into it, he or- 


dered the poſtilion to drive away as 
| faſt as he could: The fellow ſet ſpurs to 
horſe, and in a moment we were dut . _ 


irg of be rb, Who by het me wefe 
gathered to the place where I had been 
ſeied-. The! man' who was in the chit. 


e „ F 15 with 


attacks are always: the leaſt ſupportable 
„ by. repeated trink, ha- 


„„ The Apyaroonus! 
with me, told me The — 
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for that I was in very goed hands, but beg- ; 

ged 1 would conlent: 10 have the-handker- 
I þonnd over my eyes; for I had:ſtrug- - 
gled ſo much with him, when he firſt Jaid 


hold on me, that he had nat been able to 
put it on. I was ſo frightened, that I had 
Hardly power to ſpeak; but at laſt, reed- 
ve ing myſelf as well as I could; aſked 

him who he was f te what end he had treat- 


ed me in this brutal manner? and where 
he was going to carry me? To all theſe . 


queſtions, he told me he had no power to 
anſwer, but I ſhould ſoon have my curioſity 


ſatisßed: he then rene wed his requeſt f 
blipdfolding me ;- to which 1/ conſented, 


dreading ſome inſult 1 in gaſe Tirefaſed to let 
bim tie _—_ handkerchief round my head. 
Tou will eaſily conceive. my dear Conſtan- 


ttia, what I felt upon ihis oecaſion: I did 


not doubt but this was ſome contrivance 

_ Caſtyio's. | I gave myſelf over for [loſt ; 1 
_ knew I had nothing to expect from a man 
of his character: 1 felt however a ſort af 

| reſolution i in my own breaſt, which ſeemed 

_ _ to ariſe in proportion to my misfortunes; +1 
had alceady ſifffered too uch to be greatly 
anxious about-what was to come; The fiſt 
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on abated his pace, though but for a 
ment the mani who was with me called 
cut to Him to go on, and threatened him 
wich the (moſt horrid: imprecations, if hes 
did fiot make more haſte. | 
I often expreſſed: great uneaſineſs at bav- 
ing my head bound in this manner; but 
ry conthiftor aſſured me, he did not dare 
diſddey His orders in that | articular. He 
frequently afked me how I did, and whe-' 
ther I would take ſomething? adding that 
he had ſore wine and biſcuit in his pocket. 
This, you may believe, I refafed;_ but he 
ſtilf continned'to prefs me, . faying,, we had 


| long Way to go, and that I ſhonld be taint 


-witlr Feffing. r matters not, ſaid J, what” 
becomes of me: he did not however ceaſe 
his impottunities. At laft, I nic, 1 would. 
ſwaltow ſomething if hie would take the 8 
bandage off my eyes, hoping by this means 
to fee whereabout [ was. To this he con- 
ſented,” making.me promiĩfe to let him bind” 
it on again when I had done: he then looſed* 
the handkerchief, and I found we had tra- 
velled alb night, for it was broad day- -lightz 
nd looking ont, I perceived we were gal- 
loping very faſt over a large plain; but 
what part of the county we were in, I was: 
utterly'at a loſs to find out. 1 pefceived* 5 
the man who was with me, was af. tt Jook- | 
ing, ill dreſſed creature, and had fore 


28 


Wu \ herd in his face, that T began . 
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plate my ſituation; I doubted not but this 


56. 7, be RENE Gun. 
for the handkerchief about my eyes: again, 


that I might not behold, fo diſagreeable an 


object. He took a little bottle of wine out 
of his pocket, in which he put a ſmall piece 
aof biſcuit : I forced a little bit of this down 
my throat, and then the wretch tied the 
| handkerchief over my eyes again. 
We continued to travel at a ER RUS 
rate, till at laſt the poſt-chaiſe ſtopt. Good 
od, what was my terror at that moment } 
I was yet-uncertain what ſtrange fate I was. 
reſerved te. The man now took off the 
bandage from before my eyes; I ſaw we 
were befare a large houſe, which had a very: 


magnificent appearance. Two ſervants 
came to let us in; I. heſitated a moment, 
whether I had not better refuſe to follow 


them, and by ſcreaming out attempt to 


bring ſomebody to my aſſiſtance; but 1 


cpnlidered. that every body around me was 


in the plot againſt me; and that, by acting 
in this manner, I ſhould only expoſe my- 


ſelſ to ſome inſult. 1 reſolved therefore to 


reſign myſelf to Providence ; and following 


my conductors, I was led into a very hand- 


_ ſome apartment, which. the fellow told me. 


was mine. I was going to aſk them ſome _ 
queſtions, but they prevented me by retit-* 
ing immediately. I then began to contem- 


Was Caſtilio's houſe, and that he had cauſ- 
& me to be Keg, * in * Ahe 
FR manner 
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manner. 'The knowledge I had of him, 
and his ſhocking behaviour to me at Lon- 
don, gave me reaſon to apprehend'r the moſt 
| uhmanty uſage from him. I armed myſelf . 


with all the reſolmion I was miftreſs of; and 
determined, if I found it neceffary for the 


preſervation of my honour, to put an end 


to a life which I could not preſerve without 
infamy. I ſeated myſelf on a chair by the 


fire-ſide; I was exceſſively fatigued ;” want 


of reft, joined to the extreme agitation of 
. mind, had made me ſo weak, that, had 


wg” fears kept me awake, 1 really be- 
ber 


ſnould have fallen affeep. After 1 
had ſat about ten minutes, there: came a 
pretty looking young woman into the room; 
who approaching me with an air of diffi- 
dence, aſked'me what I would pleaſe to 
take? Nothing, replied I, faintly ;' who bid 
you aſk me? My maſter,” madam, aid He. 
And who is 5 8 0 maſter? At theſe words 
the'girF ſtared me in the face.---How, Ha 
dam! do not you know my maſter? 1 _ 
indeed, replied I, 1 only know, that who- OE 
ever he is, he is a villain, 
| fall be obliged'to' you, continued! 1. if 
d will tell me who he is, arid what are 


madam,” replied ſhe, I thonght you has 


Tus wife Ee wife! cried 1, Ho aff 
niſliment 


down vnd to us to get every thing in rea- 
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is deſigns "againſt me. Lord bleſs me, "3 


'Yes, madam, my maſter ſent 
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Sk. for that he was juſt married, and 
os 5 lady was to come down here to- 

Good God, was there ever ſuch un- 
F of impudence! Alas, continued I, 
weeping,” I am undone: for ever !—The 


Na I girl ſeemed moved at my concern. 


Ahl. madam, ſaid. ſhe, you are then among 
the number of thoſe unhappy ladies who 
have fallen a ſacrifice. to Caſtilio's artifices ? 
1 know by fatal experience of what he is 
capable. Here we heard ſomebody. coming 
up ſtairs: it is Caſtilio, ſaid Fidelia (for ſo 


ſhe told me ſhe was called.) I now began 
to tremble, all my reſolution forſook me. 


For heaven's ſake, cried I, holding her by; 


one hand, do not leave me, I ſhall faint if 


you do.. 1 had hardly ended theſe words 


| when Caſtilio entered the room, and made 


A ſign to Fidelia, who inſtantly withdrew. _ - 
was ready to fink into the earth. He 


come up to me; and aſſuming an air of 
concern, the ſtep 1 have taken, madam, 


faid he, muſt 1 = make me appear in a 
difagreeable light to you, but if you knew 
the ſentiments of my heart, you would ra- 


ther pity than condemn me.---Perceiving [ 


trembled he went on---For. heaven's ſake, 


madam, diflipate all your fears; yon ſhall 


meet with nothing but the ſtricteſt honour 
from me. Is the manner you have treated 
me in, laid I, recovering myſelf as well as 


= pn conſiſtent u * what you ſay ? Did 
F your 
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your behaviour at London wear the appear- 


ance of honour, or even of common huma- 
nity? Or what am I to think of being 
brought here «gainſt my will? I accompa-' 
nied theſe words with a look of the utmoſt 
contempt. I own, madam, anſwered Caſ- . 
tilio, you have too much reaſon to be diſ. 
pleaſed ; but my future conduct will, 1 hope, | 
make you amends for what-I have done. 43 
If you are in earneſt, Sir, ſnew me yon 
are, and ſet me this moment at liberty. 
That is impoſſible, madam, to-. night; but 
if you continue in this deſire to-morrow. you 
ſhall go. It is very late, madam; you 
ſtand in need of ſome refreſhment. and re- 
poſe; will you give me leave to order ſome. 


ſupper to be brought in? I told him I had 
no. appetite; that I wiſhed to go to bed, 


for that I was indiſpoſed. He then retired, 5 
and ſaid he would ſend Fidelia to attend 
me. As ſoon as I was alone, 1 began to. 
conſider / what had paſſed. between us; 1. 


ſoon ſaw how-improbable it was that Caſti-, 


lio intended to keep his word with me; for 


it was not likely that he, who had taken 5 


ſuch unlawful means to get me into bis 
power, would ſo eaſily part with me again. 
I doubted not but he had talked in this 

manner to pacify me for the preſent. I was 
cut to the ſoul, when I reflected that I muſt. 


remain the whole night under the roof of 
c * wreich, Fideli came in and Wan | 
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me e thifigs to undreſs me. 1 put on a night 
cap; and 1 followed her 1 into à room ad- 
joining to that where 1 was. It was a very 


Hhandſome bed chamber, dung with blue 
and filver damaſk. As we went in F ob- 
ſerved Fidelia turn pale. . aſked ker the 
reafon ; but ſhe made me a ſign, by which 
L underſtood that ſomebody a liſtening at 
the door. I imagined Fidelia was privy to 
ſome horrid deſign againſt me perhaps that 
very night, and that the knowledge of it had 
made her on entering the room change co- 
our. I reſolved therefore not to go to bed; 
J examined the door, and found it had a 
bolt on the inſide; I made it faſt, and feat- 
| ing-myſel + por a chair, I made Fidelia do 
the ſame. When we fat about half an hour 
(during which time I was agitatert by athou- 
_ ſand different horrors) Fidelia in a low voice 
— ſaid; I fancy by this-time Caſtilio thinks you 
are in bed, and is retired from his lurking 
Place. Ah! cried I, for heaven's ſake — | 
me what is to happen to me this might; l 
am fure you knew of ſome vile intention 
againſt me; for I obſerved as we came into 
die room you turned pale. Alas! madam, 
ſajd' Fideka, my turning pale had a very 
different motive: the ſight of this room re- 
Called to my bemshmfaner that it had been 
che ſeene of my ruin; Ie was here I loſt my, 
henear; ſeduced, betrayed, by the vileſt of 
ee here 1 became a y- to the 
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moſt inhaman artifices. At theſe worth 


girl burſt into tears. Think, Con- 


| dis what I felt when I cenfitered this 


unhappy creature's diſtreſs was only the fad 
picture of what ſoon was to be my own. L 


ined my tears with her's: alas! ſaid 1 


when will it. pleaſe, benden to yo. an end 10 
my miſery? 


L entreated Fidelia t to 1 me Sis the 
was, and how ſhe came into Caſtilio's hands? 


She then informed me, that her father, was 


one of Caſtilio's tenants ; that he having 


accidentally ſeen her one day, had taken 4 


fancy to her, and had perſuaded her father 
to let her come and live with him ; for that 
he had an excellent houſe- Keeper, under 
whoſe care ſhe ſhould be till ſhe knew howi 


to get her bread; and that he would give 


me a ſum of money to put me into buſineſs: 
as ſoon as I was fit for it. My father, dread- 
ing the fatal conſequences of my living in 


this houſe, refuſed at firſt to comply, pre · 


tending he could not ſpare me from home: 
but Caſtilio inſiſted upon it; and my father 
did not dare to perſiſt in a denial, keſt Caſ- 
tilio, in whoſe power he was, ſhould turn 
him out of his farm, and by that means re- 
duce him and his family to poverty and 
diſtreſs. It was this conſideration that in- 
duced my unhappy father to comply with 
Caſtilio's requeſt. Poor man! he knew 
not this compliance was to be the cauſe of 
eee 5 38 


this honſe-keeper; who is perhaps the moſt 
dame of woman. 
dne was herſelf e eb Cat 


able to ſatisfy His unſatiabl 
Gaily: comributing to the deſtrustam of ow 
\thers, as if ſhe imagined! ſhe could leſſen 


ue of to bring me to her brutal purpoſe. 1 
foos made 2:dupe of. „ 


| to marry me immediately; but no fooner 
had. he obtained what he wanted, than ge 


beſieve, madam, what was my ſhame and 
diſappoimment when I found Inyſeif: thus 
- impoſed upon. I loaded the author of my 
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were fo far from having any effect upon 
: e that they ſerved only to amuſe him: 
1 Wonderec 
imagine a man of his rank and for 
would marry a poor girl like me; en 
what had happened to me was the ſate of 
"a Bonlands: and that inſtead of er aiming 


my: eterna een 2 n, 
. hither and put under the care of 


abandoned creat 


re thes conn: ee the 


telio, and ſince that time has . infa · 


mous affociate in every crime. No longer 
e deſires, ſhs is 


her own guilt, by drawing in a number to 
ſhare it. I ſhall not-ſhock you with an ac- 
count of all the horid acts . N 


was too young and umexperienced: net to HAM 


- Caſtihio ſwore in the * Gb: hanger 


began: to change his language. You may 


ſhame with a thouſand repreaches; but they 


at my aſſurance, he ſaid, ot 


* 
* 


nn very  chankful Lad met with | 
ſuch good luck. 5 inſiſted upon my re- 
maining in the houſe till he gave me leave 1 
to retire. He ſaid if I offered to mate my | 
eſcape he would turn my father out of doors, . 
and throw: him into goal for money due to 
him for rent, where he ſhould! remain as 
long as he lived. I contrived” to let my 

father know what had happened to me, 

which has almoſt» broke bu be heart; but be, 

poor man, dares not complain for fear of 

this mercileſs wretch. Caſtilio has been for 

ſome time at London; and I intended to 

have made my eſeape, and have prevailed 

on my father to ſell his goods and leave this 

place; but the vile woman I have menti- 

oned to you has kept ſo ſtrict a watch over 

me, that I have not been able to execute 

my imention. Here Fidelia ceaſed ſpeaking. 

I chen conjured her to tell me if ſhe was ac- 
quainted with his deſigns upon mie. She 1 
aſſured: e ſhe Wag not; Ht added 8 
ſeared they were of a very black nature, fr 
that he was incapable of any thing that was 
generous or honourable. I then gave Bi. 
delia an account of the manner in Which he 
had got me into his power; and conjured 
her totell me if there was no poſſibility for 
me to make my eſcape She told fie this 
would Teen aiodritalts, as every part 
of 8 iy houſe e by ſome of his 
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0 creatures: : the. aſſured me, however, that 
ſhe would run every riſ to ſer ve me. 
would adviſe vou, however, to gain time, 
ſaid ſhe; and, by ſeeming to come into 
His meaſures, you may probably keep him 
from eoming to extremities for ſome days, 
during which time we may probably 
find out ſome method to make our eſcape. 
Fidelia's words gave me a little ray of hope, 
I reſolved to ſollow her advice. We muſt 
be very careful, ſaid ſhe to conceal our de- 
ſigns; for if 85 ſuſpects there is any plot 
between us, he will immediately remove 
me from about you, and put TO: in the 
hands of his houſekeeper, Ah! replied I, 
the very ſight of her would kill mie; She 
is indeed a very ſhocking figure, ſaid Fide- 
ia; but Iwill not give you a deſcription of 
of her. You have diſagreeable ideas enough 
Without my ſuggeſting new ones to you; 
but let me entreat you to take courage ; | 
hope you will; yet ere from this deieſtecd 
; 1 ET Og 1491 Wo 
l embraced Fidelia tenderly; | 1 e to 
hape heaven would deliver me from the 
ſituation I was in, infinitely worfe than any 
had ever yet paſſed through. Fidelia then 
adviſed me to go to bed, which I, though 
almoſt dying with ſleep, was ver) unwillig | 
to do; but at laſt I conſented, for ne 
l to ſit up bys me 8 OI 0 
15 was 
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I was greatly touched at this poor girl's 


- kindneſs. 1 had indeed been fortunate'i in 


meeting wich friends in my greateſt diſtreſs. 


I went to bed; and though tormented by 
à thouſand fears, Tat laſt fell aſleep, over- 


powered by fatigue and vexation. Though 
it was very late when I went to bed, I 


_ waked very early in the morning, and found 


poor Fidelia, who had fat reading all night 


dy my bed-fide, I have never cloſed' my 


eyes, faid the ; but no body has attempted 
to diſturb us. I defired her to lye down 
and take'a little reſt, faying I would wake 
her when it was time to open the door: to 

s ſhe with ſome difficulty conſevted; I 


: then rofe.and Fidelia laid down i in my place. 


At nine ꝙ clock I called her up, and we 


went ir oto the room I Had Nen in the day ; 0 


before. 

Fidelia conjured me dot to aud a word 
to Caſtilio of what ſhe- had told me; for, . 
Gays ſhe,. he threatened to murder me if- I : 


revealed zany thing. that had happened 


980 2 need not Gb lt Pa Paus ſaid 
I. I had hardly ſpoke theſe words when 
Galtilio entered the room; the ſight of him. 

1 thy Sul; but L refolved.to diſguiſe... 


"oy trite ſentiments. He aſked me how 1 


92 way” itt, fir, and yet better char 
G te ax Qed ; F Marker your „ 
miſe be Pong he. free,” Lou are Very 
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preſſing,to make me miſerable, madam : 1 
am likely to ſuffer ſufficiently for my crime, 
ſince I am to Joſe you for, eyer.: Will not 
the ſacrifice give me ſome title to jou? To 
my gratitude it will, ſir. Is that all I am 
to hope for, .madam ?, Is this a time for 
queſtions like-theſe ? replied I: .aſk. them 

me when Jam at Htberty-I, will then en- 
deavour to anſwer them in ps lr 


It is enough, madam ; . we will quit the 


ſubzeck, if you pleaſe, and £9 to breakfaſt, 
Aſthough I had not eat for fo long, the 
preſence of this man ſhocked me ſo much 
that I could haidly; ſwallow. a mouthful, 
When breakfaſt was. over he left me, but 
returned in half an hour. Are you ſtill 
determined to go, madam? ſaid he. How 
can you aflk ſuch a queſtion ? replied I, And 
you. really will leave me? ſaid he, in a 
tone of voice that - plainly. ſhewed- he was 


_ . refylyed I ſhould not. Ah! cried I, is this 


_ the way of executing your! promiſe? Foo! 
that I was to give credit to the profeſſions of 
a man, who, by his behaviour, has forfeited 

every pretence to honour and juſtice, 
At theſe words he came up to me, and 

ſeiring my hand he attempted ta put it to 
Hiss lips. Can you blame ine, madam, if I 
amm loth to part with what is; dearer to me 
than my, life? He then rati on N ; 
his love to me, and {wearing that he could 
not live without me. Although J had de- 


deavoured t 


vi fy ok 
rs ane 
IE 0 1 5 9 bio he be kid, 
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a 


b a alway s Deen and. ever ſhould. be his 


urſuit and that he held every, means 
lawful that helped, im to attain. what he 
ook upon. as the, arenen good. Len 
ee with him, but in van; 


he was too har dened to. 85 worked upon by 


any thing I fa 7 5 On the contrary, when 


I had. E peaking, he came up to me, 
ak a d iy in a kind of tranſport, Upon 
Ay you. moralize divinely; 
tur tely your philoſophy 
mls, qi to wen what you are labour- 
ing to de troy. At theſe words the monſter 
attempted -to; kiſs me; but 1 repulſed: him 
with a look that ſpoke the horror he inſpired” 
me with. Be Was not at all daunted by 
my manner of treating him. Remember, 
madam, ſaid be with an air of inſolence, 
that you are in my power; and tremble leſt 
I return your ill treatment. I now began to 


fear] had Sone too far; 1: ſoftened my 


ty 3 2 


moſt brutal extfemities. A 48 0 nfwWeres 


| _"=_ 4 Wie. wi ng" to appe 
He: left 1 me juſt: before d mmer, telli 
he eee to find ne ins xetter ! 
 athisretum, He was no ſooner gone 10 
Fidelia came in to me: 1 told 155 whar Hac 
_ paſſer between us; 3 the: blatned "me | 
having treated. Vita! e haf Take, 
| Kid the, dd bot provoke 
throw off all humanity, nd pr 


I, I cannot diſſemble my ſt 50g averſion t6 


55 kim ; my eyes muſt betray the ah ent 


upon it if you'do not gain time, it w 


of my heart, whatever endeavours I make 
to conceal” them.” Confider, 10 90 Taid 
Fidelia, that your own prefervatio depends 


out of my power to aſſiſt you. 1 promiſed | 
her I would, in ſpite of my abhorrence for - 
this wretch, behave to'him with more com- 
plaiſance. Fidelia then informed mes that 
ſhe had, ſhe believed, met with ſomethin 
which," beyond her *expeatioris, 1 
conttibute towards gaining our liberty. 
Was ſtanding, continned ſne, buſied in 5 
Gebel how I could ſerve: you, when ACci- 
dentally caſting ty eyes towards the win- 
dow, r obſerved a ſmall hole in the hang- 
ing; I ſelt a ſudden curioſity, for which I 
could not account; to look into it. T'difeo- 


© veredalittle light that came out of a crevice- 


in the: we” Treſolved to ler 0a whence 
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this proceeded; ſo taking my pen-kaife I 
gently, looſned the hanging, and upon 
examination I found. there was, a.window 
which had been ſhut up, This diſcovery | 


gays. me_the ytmpſt joy; bur. for fear of 


. 2 


being obſerved by any body, I have faſten- 
ed up the hanging again juſt as it was. Tt. 
ſuppoſe the window has been, ſhut up to 
prevent any body's going out at it; but I 

doubt not but that in_a_night. or two we 

might looſen the mortar with which it. has 

been plaiſtered up: and if we could get out 2 

at it, we may probably get over the garden 
wall into which it looks; though, continu- 1 
ed Fidelia, 1 know not what will become f 

us even if we bring this to bear. O, fad 
I, do not fear that; nothing can be ſo tertri: 
ble as this deteſted houſe: beſides, you 
may g to your father's, and I will commit 
myſelf to the mercy of heaven. You can 

ene with me, replied, Eidelin, od gay 


father will find. out, ſome proper place to 
canceal us in; for you may be ſure, as ſoon 
as We are milled, Caſtilio will ſend there 18 


* 


ſeek us. Ah, Fidelia] cried I, What wou! 


— 


have become of me if I had not been with 
you?, Indeed, madam, ſaid the poor gitl. 

lam almoſt glad I met with my misfor. 
tanes,, lince they. may prove a means, df 
Jaying, you from ruin. I then went 
her ic look. at the place I have mentioned 
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fa from ruin. 1 then went with 
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e Covenrxts: ir 


to 3 eg it juſt as Fidelia kad wilt. 
I made no doubt iro we might in the nfph 
with a knife remove the tnortar that ſtopy it 
up, and get out at it; bur fearing ro give 
ſuſpiclon, we retürned to the other room, 
_ where Fidelia having left me, I threw iny- 
ſelf upon my knees, and poured forth the 
 overflowings of a heart penetrated with gra. 
titude at this unexpected good fortune. [1 
am thoroughly convinced, my Conſtantia, 
that the Almighty Diſpoſer of all things ne- 
| ver abandons his creatures; and that at the 
very time we think ourſelves forgot by him, 
be is preparing ſome hidden mercy for us. 
| I fps e eg can be fo pleaſing a ho- 
mage to God, as that perfect acquieſtence 
1 with his Providence which. teaches us always 
to remember he cannot err; and that his 
will is to be adored in whatever ſhape it 
appears. Tou will forgive me theſe reflec- 
tions; they aroſe naturally to me from the 

Sreumſtances that lay before me. 
I had hardly got off my knees when 
heard Caftilio's voice upon the ſtairs, order: 
ing the ſervants to come and lay the cloth. 
As I had hopes of being ſoon out of his 
power, 1 ſound leſs diffculty in bearing his 
preſence. I received him with more com- 
plaiſance than uſual. T bis 1 ſaw TS im 
ie utmoſt” faiofuAtion, 45 he it gined 22 


4 He 1348 me a thouſand extravagiiit com- | 
| Lago on my beauty, and "ſwore" many 


eadful oaths to ie me of the fince- 


| Tok: of his paſſion : I ſuffered all this'as well 
as I could. When dinner came in he or- 
dered the ſervants to withdraw. We had a 
long converſation. I eaſily diſcovered Ca- 
ſtino had a great underſtanding, without 
one grain of honour or humanity in his dif- 


poſſtion. He threw the diſcourſe upon ma- 


trimony. He could not conceive,” he faid, 


why people of ſenſe ſhould ſubmit to form 
and ceremonies, fit only for the vulgar, and 


a trick invented by the prieſts to fetter man- 


kind, and make a flavery of what nature 


intended ſhould be a ſtate of abſolute fret 
dom. He made uſe of alk the common ar- 


guments that ſerve to ſupport ſuch infamous 
doctrines. He took an occafion to hint to 
me, that he was determined to make uſe 
of the opportunity which my being in his 
ower gave him. Notwithſtanding my re- 
ſolution, I could not keep my temper at fo 
open an avowal of his infamòus defigns 
upon me. The treatment I have already 
met with, fir, ſaid J, might have prepared 
me for this; but I Was willing to doubt 


Whether t ere exiſted a man ſb totally loft 


to every ſenſe of eſs as you ſeem to 
be. Is this them your boaſted” regard fer 
3 are theſe NR rey the 1 


Jour r alfection?. But do * r your- 


: = x 


Ino longer wonder, .madam, at your 


ſelf, continued L in yes . of voice, 
that vou have to deal with a perſon whom 
you can ever, reduce to ſubmit to ypur hor- 
rid intentions: I Know your meaning, 1 
am prepared for. your brutality but the 
very moment you attempt to exerciſe it 
upon me, I ſhall make uſe. of the only 
means left, 2 free myſelf f pom: your de- 
teſted power. I {poke theſe. words in ſo re- 
ſolved a, manger,. that Caſtilio 5 emed 
mazed at me; but as he had no opinion of 
a woman's courage, he thought it was only 
a trick to frighten him. How. can you, 
ſaid. he, accuſe me of want of generoſity, 
when, I am. endeavouring to obtain by gen- 
tleneſs and perſuaſion what I might take b dy 
force? At theſe words I could no longer 
contain myſelf. Good God! ſaid 1, ſhed. 
ding tears, Why was I given up to this | 
© wretch's. PANELS ? 15 O 0 1 15 in 
an y Sriet, cou thou -at 
pit what thy. Sophia odere f Caſ- : 
tilio was not at all moved by my behay;our. 
v 


W 


ſion for me; your affections have eel 
given to this happy Horatio. Ah! cried. 
is Taend, knowing, What If faid, had he 
mms alive, 6 binder oe thin my har er 


me to it by 40 de ted Lou n 
not however be deceived, as that can be of 
no uſe either to me or you: I love you; 
you are in my power; I cannot think of 


marrying. you, as I am determined never _ 


to be made : a ſhve of: "ee ou Will conſent 
to make me Hop y,. my whole fortune ſhall 
be your's; if 100 eine ir yet ſhall take. 
my name and appear to the world as my 
wife; can I do more? Does not this com- 
plalſance ive me a title to a Rttle from 
Tp I. W for our” ſake ſubmit to wear 
the name of bufpand, a name for which I = 
have.the greateſt ; abhorrence : thus you ſee 
Lam anxious, about "your reputation as you. 
2 0 be. For heaven's ſake, continued he, 
only conſent to bleſs me at laſt, and yon 
15 have as much time as you can aſk, - 
heſe kalt words gave me ſome hope: : 
made a strong effort to keep down the in- 
dignation f my foul ſwelled with. Well, fi 
] cannot der What time may bring about: ̃ 
but you cannot ſuppoſe it il be be very ealy 
for me to conſent ts what my ſoul 1 
the idea of. Here the deteſted' villain ate 
tempted. to catch me in his arms. How' 
adore. Wu 1 arg) of for this goodneſs, ſaid 
he, ip t. expreſſed a paſſion' 1 
conle "have died 1 0 125 myſelf the object 
of 4.in ſpite ok my ſtru les the wWretch 
forced a Kiſs from me. At laſt I prevailed 
1 * pony” to raged 7 thought ar 
. r 
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contaminated. by his touch 0 5 determined 
never again to bear ſuch liberties :_ wo delica- 
cy repreſented them to me as Tit] e inferior to 
proſtitution. Fidelia came'in pi me; Itold 
her what had paſſed. O! ſays ſhe, we muſt 
be as expeditiqus.as. poltible; Caſtilio 's im- 
patience Mill ſoon one every, other 
_ conſideration,, a | 
omplete your ruin. Well, ſaid I, we mu 
ſee what we can do; if we do Bot ſlieceed 
in this attempt, there remains one more it 
2 15 cannot; Rr 1 wa; faid Fi- 
cling. I hope en 

dis dreadful . ler 1 & 

delia if there was Way to” 750 eine 
Caſtilio again Ee T could not fup pport 


"the thoug 
| deteſtabſe fam Fd, | oppor, . 4 


he will be faigfied OE this. ele. 


then went with my mieſſage Cane She 
* me word, that 11 15 Ns i Tndifpoſed I 


e be. alone; fol found 
gin: , but 1 


and. de 'or two ore may 


ts of bei ain expoſed fo his 
© Nas faid I. 1 
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ence to {ee Fidelia, that we might begin to 


put our ſehemes in practice; put it grew - 
late-befgre The came. I at! laſt began to 


fear that Caſtilig had forbid her to return; 


and that perhaps I Was to be delivered'i ee 
the hath of the greatly dreaded” houſe- 


keeper It is not in my Power to paint to 
you what terror that imagination ſtruck me 
with,” At 8 however Fidelia appeared, 


and "removed my appretienſions.””* Good = 


God! faid” 1. what Hi 72 you from me? 
Indeed, anſwered ſnhe, 1 imagined you 
would be. .uneaſy at my long ſtay ; but Caſ- 
tilio ſent for me into his apartment, and 
queſtioned me very ſeverely whether 1 had 
revealed to you my misfortunes. , I perſiſted 
in ſaying J had not; he threatened to uſe 
me with the utmoſt cruelty if 1 did. He 
ordered me to make uſe of every method, 
8 90 8 vou t5 conſent to his deſires mY 

N as poſhble; and fays, if T ſucceed, he 
lt give me my liberty, and money enough 


t keep me and wy" amily all my life. i 


ſeemed very thankful for his goodneſs, and 
promiſed wn I would do whatever. was in 
my.Þ ower. He &t Hil thinkin me intirely 
i tis n ices ted te whether T tought 

was 01 F or” 16 yy Hei 5 25 
5 ic. Wa 


e ſeemed concerned, and ordered me to 


. a pretence to avoid Hs 
reſence ? Taſfardd! tam you was indiſpoſed; : 


. 


nj Sophia bee) 1 3 be 
waited PR ne time with the utmoſt" itnpati- 
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come and ſit up all night with yous When 
Fidelia told me this, we went into my bed- 
chamber; Where, after having faſtened the 
| 2 Fidelia produced a, large knife. ſhe 
had procured, and we went to work, , We 
found it would be a very difficult taſk” to r 
| move. the mortar, which was extremely 
bard. We worked however the whole night 
long by turns, and in the. morning we had 
made a conſiderable progress. We agreed 
that 1 ſhould. continue indiſpoſed, bur by 
no means keep my bed; for, ſaid Fidelia, 
Caſtilio would be always by your bed fide, 
and as yon know bim this muſt be yery dif ö 
agreeable. When he. came to fee me, 
|  rold him I was rather b eiter than the even- 
ing before. I ſhall not tice you, my Con- 
tantia, with a repetition, of our diſcourſe, 
which tended plainly to ſhew me his eager- 
neſs and impatience for my ruin, or of the 
artifices I made uſe of to keep him in pati- 
ence. He never left me the "Shots day, 
which was a moſt intupporiable reftrai t 
upon me. When he took. his leaye, at night, 
-he bad the cruchy 10 tell me, that, 1 muſt 
not keep him much longer in ſuf ſpence, put 
| by. 2. ſpecdy.. compliance. eſcape 4 gentle 
85 ) as he 7 &d it. idelia came 
e upon. me 0. 


go noir. gh let. b 
clock, at W nich 


our. ſhe e ts 
4 LL in * any, 


AN, 1. * 1 3 
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ceive what we had been e We re- 
ſolved to renew our attempt wih double 


Mie Sophia Belle; 73 
and was better able than, 1, Was to Ye 


the want of reſt.” 

I went to bed, and at be apf dich hour 
when I aroſe, Fidelia told me ſhe had met 
with a terrible difficulty. She had removed 
great part of the mortar, but ſhe founc 


there was a large bar of iron that went acroſs 


and prevented any one's going: out at „ 
and which we had not ſtrengin enough to 
cut in two, or remove. This vexed use. 
tremely ; ; however, we determined: to do 
our utmoſt, rather than abandon ourſelves 
to deſpair. We continued with e eine 
labour to work at it till morning, when we W 
found, to our gteat mortification, We had 
not the leaſt proſpect of removing the bat 
of i iron. We were obliged however to leave 
off. We put the hangings up in their; fors + 
mer 8 z ſo that no body could Per- 


ardour the ſucoeeding night. e 
Lhad almoſt forgot, 'niyideat Gow tantiay 


that L am writing a letter, not a volume. in 1 8 


will not add to BR bulk, of: this long nel 
by any unpecet flary Os. or ta. 2180 
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ties were All! ineffectual. | : 
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Cello, min eee e worle and 
Won. Ne began to thrèw off even thoſe 
appearances he had yet preſerved: he ſaid 
ks ſaw I mended to triſte with hirn, but 
that he\ would only allow me one Highe 
more to confider of it; and that, if I did 
not the next day-conſent to what He wiſhed, 
he: would make uſe of a treatment very dif- 
ferent from what I had hichertoe met with. 
In vain endeavoured to prevail ußon him, 
byxtevery perfuaſive argument to grant me 
_ few days longer; tears, rayers, intrea- 
e was deaf to 
'thing but his own brutal 0 
— iropatiently-for-night, that Fmigh 

| bacgebreied from his hated'prefenee.”- 
Fidelia and l renewed our Labour, whiclt 
; continiiedwithour interruption all gig "i 
rp en ee Jari 
| ſe und at ſix inthe mormneg;-I had 


_ the unfpakuble:gief's Bd, Met we had 


not the moſt diſtant proſpect'sf fucteſs. I 
: had now loſt all e Hopes that had bene 

ee An Hidelia, ſaid I, it is in 
in. Every method of eſcaping- but by 


_death'i is denied me. The poor girl tried 


Courage me: we (hall have ben ſs. 


= Caſtilio will never Wait til chen: 


! Y os, TR 
* 


de ls if I allow. you another ni bt: J 


my tears. I wow ſaw the fatal h. 1 
prosch, when death er infamy muſt be m 


for my want of < 


20 Sophia _—_ 8 
ceſs to-morrow ,faid the: "| Alas! vried 


ver, ſaid Fidelia, it is but a trial coin, 
madam, do not leſe all your hopes. I made 
her no anſwers L regarded myſelf as con. 


wane to death, and relotved to meet my 


ate with conſtanoy. oh, L e 
Tue hated Caſtilio renewed bir unmanly 
treatment. . He ſwore by heaven, he would 


| no langer be impoſed upon. Prepare, {ſaid 


he, in a. menacing voice, 0 receive me 


this night to your bed; for may eternal 


dition ſeize me, (chat was His horrid: exi 1 


abuſe mi complaiſance, + 
be trifled wick. "Having fa 
man monſter left me. = 
Ithrew myſelf upon he or, and 
motels up to cke moſt agonizing deſpair a4 
tore my hair, and bathed the earth. vith 


portion. I lay ſome minutes in this fieuge 


tion ; then ſummoning all my reſolution to 


my aſſiſtance, H reproachetl'my{eif Teverely 
1, do I hefitute between Gesch and diese 


aff 


nour ! [threw revyſelf upon my knees, and | 


poured ont the bitterneſs of my*anguiſh to 


beaven, reſolving to die at Fr and by 


that means relieve e from the horrors 
today an,” , 
3 RE e 2 „ Wnilſt 


oe: ä 


| itude, Fidelia en- 
tered the room. Alas! madam, ſaid ſhe, 
what, means this poſture? O, Fidelia, re- 
pPlied I, there are no hopes left me; Caſtilio 
has refufed to give me any more time: this 
very night my honour muſt be ſacrificed, 
unleſs I do ſomething to prevent it I 
ſpoke this. im ſuch a manner, as plainly ſhew- 
ed the reſolution I had formed. The poor 
girl, With tears in her eyes, eonjured me 
not to think of executing my terrible pur- 
pPoſe, till ſhe had tried whether it was not 
Po ſſble go prevail upon Caſtilio to grant me 


ene ie 
Ltold her was certain ſnie would not be 
_ able to move this hard- hearted man; but 
ſſꝛie inſiſted upon making the trial. She then 

left me, and 1 waited her return without 
quarter. of an hour; I perceived by her 
. countenance. ſne brought favourable news. 


* 


I have gained my point, ſaid ſhe; I have 


giyen Caſtilio ſuch. a deſceription of your 
| bare that I have at laſt prevailed upon 
aim to grant you till to-morrow night. 1 
told him the extreme agitation you had un- 
dergone would certainſy hurt yaur health; 
he has promiſed, not to diſtub you any 
more to night ; but bid me tell you, that 
he hopes you will make him amends ſor 
ben plaiſance tomorrow, by receiving 


ap 8 


him more fayourably than yau-baye hitherto. 
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Gad we ſhall; jr ont: of f-bis power befor 

that time; for I have a ſecret ſoreboding, 
that we ſhall have better ſucceſs to-night than 
we have yet met with, Fidelia and then 
went once more to work; we continued 
without ceaſing for many hours, 5 4 laſt 
we pereeived ſome bricks, which faſtened 
he iron bar in the wall, began to giye way: 
this gave us us freſi hopes and ſttength. 
I took the knife and (ſetting the point of it 
againſt the bricks that were already loeſe, 
I gave ſuch violent and repeated ꝓuſhes: a 
in a little time brought them from cher 
place, and to our unſpeakahle joy pulled 
gut che bar of iron. This done, wackares 
away all che mortar and tubbiſh, and ound 
the window was juſt wide enough to alla 
us te get out at it. The ee 
EW brieme ant Fidel and , recom 


Hi means into! the garden. We 
there was no way of getting aut! of wg — 
by climbing over a very high wall which . 
overledked the high road: this we wete 
at likely to do without the utmoſt dapgerk 
but we had gone too far to be afraid f 


firſty/ hy the aſſiſtanct af a large t 
branches of which. extinded e ter uf 
enough: Ins, them on to the 
E +4 Wack T called Fo 


delia 


anything. I goto ko, the. top of the; wall mn 


Ar A 
28 % 
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pt delia to follow! me, which ſhe prepared to 
43 do but moſt unfortunately, when ſhe had 
5 | juſt got to the top of the tree, the branches 
. on whichiſhe ſtood! gave way and ſhe fell 
backwards. I was ſhocked beyond imagi- 
nation; I aſked her if ſhe was hurt. Alas 
aid the, / in a feeble voice, I have, I be- 
heve, brüke my leg, for I cannot riſe; 
Make haſte, Ab Bey. af the, ſave yourſelf 
and leave me to my fate; I ſhall die in 
peace, ſince I have been a” means of pre- 
ſerving your life and honour. My heart 
bled within me to ſee the poor creature, to 
hom I owed ſo much, in ſuch a condition. 
1 Jetermined not to leave her; and was 
Preparing to get back again, when I obſer- 
E wed ſome people in the garden, and heard 
-Eaſtilio's voice crying, This way, this way! 
This, you may believe, threw me into a 
Aerrible flights Ihnew I could be of no 
ftr dice do Fidelia, and therefore reſo 
Set ua) as faſt as Ecould. It happened 
very. luckily for me, that the road Was Upon 
= 3 — otherwiſe 1 ſhould have endan- 
gered my neck in getting down on the other 
| ide 381 3 Jumpe 1 the gro. md. however, 
Without receiving -anytharrv? The fear of 
n gpurſued by Caſtilio made mo Walk as 
jaſt a8 I poſſibly could, f ite hot 
Where I was going. It was near B Et 
In tte morning; Iwandeted 9 hi 
Fertan Where (ER ie 


A wy 


but heaven decreedꝭ it otherwiſe;4; + L 
4 roy having heard me ſpeak” 


bling at 60800 5 noiſe 5 heard, leſt my 8 
N my heels. 115 ve! 3 in this man- 
till ehance conducted my ſteps into a 
Jinks b. ye-path, which led into a large field. 
* quite overcome with fatigüe, I ſat 
myſelf down upon the graſs, and began to 
conſider what would become of me; for 1 
Was intirely unaequainted with What part of 


the country I was in! When I reflected 


upon Fidelia's misfortune, of which 1 was 
the unhappy cauſe, I began to look upon 
myſelf as a wretch, born not only to be 
 niforable myſelf, but to make every one 
fo who had any thing to do with me! 1 
wept bitterly. O my God!ł cried], When 
will it pleaſe thee 8 ſhew mercy to thy 
creature? Indeed, Conſtantia, any heart, 


bowever hard, muſt have melted at the 


fight of my diſtreſs. T endeavoured to riſe 
in order to g on, but I had not ſtrength to 
ſtand; ſo fitting down again, I eried out in 


| theang viſh of my ſal; 1 may as well die 


here; any place may ſerve as a grave for a 
wretch wie will ſoon be at peace: I ſpoke 
theſe words aloud; and my ſtrength: failing | 
me quite, I laid down upon the graſs, Js. 5 
perſuaded I was now going to eternal p ace: 


* 


[ot 95 A Poor ſhepherd, £5 WhO | T 15 
t 
mar, concluded 1 was out of my 2 


—— uu 


me a few omen with the utmoſt afto- 
e Ae He aſkod me who Lag, e 
what was the matter? Ah Kad I, it 
does not ſignify, who! am; but ſor the love 
of heaven give me your hand, and lead me 
to ſome place where I may die in peace. 
God forbid! Aaid the old man, ſuch a pretty 
maiden ſhould die, Come, ſaid he, I will 
carry. you to my houſe, and my wife. ſhall 
ſee what ſhe can do for qou. At theſe words 
he offered me his hand; but finding me 
very weak he took me in his arms, and in 
that manner carried me to his houſe, or ra- 
ther-cattage, which ſtood at the end of the 
field, The ſhepherd told his wife how he 
had met with eg ang; deſired her to take 
care of me; for, ſays he, I am afraid. the 
poor young lady is a little out of her mind. 
Ill as. I was I could ox, help ſmiling at wo 
idea, which was indeed very natural. 
wiße ſeemed much concerned 10 Me me fo 
Had as ſhe ſaid, and propoſed warmin 
their on bed A putting me into, 6. 1 
ret ly _ 10 fl wy. M8 24 as ; was in 


1 nog the Weng 

daughters. I then told hat: L hed nk 
1 a Pon er, aud low I nad eſcaped: 1 et- 
preſſed ſome. ie nb leſt he.ſh ane feng d to ſeek 
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» | he would never take it into his head Twas 
d | withthem: the deſired me. to try to ſleep; 
bor that 1 was very fafe with them, and 
- ſhould ſtay as long as I pleaſed. © e. 
* O Conſtantia! how the different cireum- 
* ſtances we find ourſelves in, change the ap- 
y pearances of things! This cottage ſeemed 4 
1 to me a kind of heaven, and the poor ſhep-  - Ml 
herd and his wife like my guardian angels. 
Is I fell into a ſweet fleep, and did not wake 
tin very late in the evening; I found my 
a kind hoſts fitting in the room by a good 
fire, which they had made while. Il was 
As ſoon as they perceived I was awake, 
they both very tenderly enquired how I did. 
Taffured them I found myſelf much better. 
The old man then told me that they had 
juſt got their ſupper ready; and though ijt 
was a very homely one, 1 ſhould be wel. 
come toſhare it with them. Ithanked them 
very kindly, and willingly accepted their 
offer. I roſe and we went to ſupper, Whicck 
conſiſted of ſome new. laid eggs and a ſyl- - | 
labub,” I do not remember I ever ſuppe 
fo well in my life: T have often thought of 
this ſcene ſince. O Conſtantia ! how muc k 
happier were theſe poor people in their cor. 
tage, than the wicked great man in his pa- 
lace, though ſurrounded with all the pomp 
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__ Ihe Giri of. 
I as greatly, (caſes. with the fimplicit 
and honefty hee poor praple: the 4 
Were to ee FRED of creatures. "7 
7 U * and arts which. * ads 
with they. were ignorant ure on- 
Lancia, theſe People. are to be — 9 8 
When ſupper was ended, Martha, Fu Þ 
| 1 heard the old man call his wife, by 
conſider what ſhe ſhould do for a 
me. as they had only one. She faid the 
Had a a e bed and ſome blankets 1 in the 
boue, and that ſhe could ealily.) put up ano- 
WL I ga. by be e to 0 a er 
* an Paper, that I might write to 78. Wil 
3 liams, Perhaps, my Conſtantia, you won- 
Aecer i did „ doing this before; but 
L Hagel nd atjureg. me it was not ell her 


4 : » 


3 e 15 y +5 me m on ala. write, 
2 - otherwiſe I fhould have | I at a ſad loſs 
=! for the materials I wanted. 
I wsote to Mrs, Williams a particular. ac- 
count of all I had ſuffered; and told the 
reaſon of my not having done it fooner. . I 
conjured her to let me hear from her direct. 
1y; and begged ſhe would ſend. me word 
in what manner it would be ſafeſt for me 
to come to London, for that I a ſet 
duft * moment! brd from her. chen 1 


5 . Meu www . % ̃ llt. 


been up a ee, while, and 


"be — Ed ns i. ET 


Ty not 1 ew 1 4 ang Aon 


ideas preſente@ themfeFres to me: when f 
conſidered how many yſtrange turns of for- 
tune I had event J could not help en- 
tertaining a hope that there was fomething 
good referved for me, though) I hid @'very 
narrow proſpect before me. T wWas g greatly 
diſtreſſed . when I reflected” on the PH acc 
dent that had happened to Eidelia: I Knew 
myfelf the cauſe it, and this knowledge | = 
gave me inexpreſſible anxiety, Fete | _ 
F roſe. about eight o'clock.” My hoſts had 1 
Martha had = 
milked" her cows.” We all” three fat down 
to breakfaft upon ſome: ſes milk, and a 
ſort of Httle cakes which Martha' had made 
with cream and butter, and which were 
oy od. The good couple ſeemed greats | 
ghted Vin ny my company; nor was P 
Nas KR theirs: the native innocence off 
heir manners filled me with a ſatisfaction 1 
had never felt: theirs was Hature in its in- 
corrupted After breakfaft they each 
went to then reſpective employments 
is confifted in making butrer and 
(exing b r milk, and her huſband's in loge 
gn 5 the Reid in which his houſe ſtood. : 
Ot evitage confifted of three findlt rooms; 
the neatneſs of them made more tha an a. 
metie for their fize and ä 


* . week "I « 
8 r 3 


There 


1 The e W 

- There was a ſmall garden, e ſuppli- 
4 them in winter with cabbages and other 
vegetables, and in ſummer with fruit of 
different kinds. I waited very impatiently 
for a letter from Mrs. Williams; but ten 
days were paſt ſince I had wrote to her and 
received none. I imagined my letter had 


miſcarried, and wrote a ſecond; but no an- 


ſwer came to this, nor to a third, heb 1 
wrote about three weeks after. 
I was. now. alarmed. I "concluded my 


friend was. dead, or that ſome accident had 


befallen her which had prevented her get- 
ting my letters. I could by no other means 


account for her ſtrange ſilence, as I could 
not admit a doubt of her friendſhip; for me. 


Abſtracted from the regard I had for Mrs. 


Williams, I had the utmoſt reaſon to dread 


the loſs of her: for what was to become of 


me? The wide world lay before me, with - 


out the leaſt proſpect of my finding either 


money or friend in it. Alas! thought I, I 


haye only eſcaped from one diſtreſs. to.fall 
into another: yet, when 1 conſidered from 
what diſtreſs I had eſcaped, I regarded eve- 
ry other. as: inconſiderable. J made no ſe- 


yy cret of my uneaſineſs 5 my good benefac- 


tors. 


me ealy,and, aſſured me I might. command 


every thing in their power: I was ſomewhat 


1 
Fo 


| comidried with the 1 ns & e 


They 8 all they could] to make | 


per, the old man, after ſome heſitation, 


Miſs Sopfia Berkley. 8s 
made me. Their goodneſs almoſt recon- 


ciled me to human nature, Which my ac- _ 
quatntance with the wretched Caſtilio had 


ann me to have à kind of contempt for. 
One evening, as we were ſitting at ſuß - 


ſpoke to me in the following terms: I 4 


greatly ſurpriſed and concerned at your py ; 


ver having received any anſwer from your 
friend in London; T would not however, 
iave you vex yourſelf fo much about it. I 
am going to make you a propoſal, which, 


if you conſent to, will be a great ſatisfaction 


both to my wife and me: We have no chil- 


dren: we have lived here above +hirt 


years, ant have by our honeſt induſtry got 


together as much money as will keep us 


and you as long as we live. My wife ſays 
The loves you as well as if you was her own _ 


child, and I am ſure I do the ſame. If you 


can but content yourſelf with our way! of 
life, you ſhall never want for any thing; 


you may ſtay with ns as long as we w 85 5 
and at our Geh you ſhall have all we haye: 


I do not underſtand, continued the old man, 


how to put my expreſſions into fine language, | 
but my heart is in my words; and your. 
conſenting to this requeſt of ours wilt make 


us as happy as Ky * TOP. in this world 8 1 


can do. 


Pere Martha joined her Hüten l 
bor: 980 thing 17 her honeſt manner H hy 
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perſuade 1 me how much ſhe loved me; 57 
how happy and honoured they ſhould think 
themſelves by my living with them. Theſe 


poor people's goodneſs filled my heart with 


a painful pleaſure. Is it poſſible, ſaid I, 
that virtue ſhould have left the world, to 
dwell in cottages | 5 

I could not doubt of the Caceres of the 
old man and his wife. I. accepted their 
kind offers; and reſolved never again to go 
forth among mankind, but to live for ever 
here, where peace a5. virtue dwelt without 
di ſturbance. F 

cannot deſcribe to you, my Conſtantia, 
how happy my new friends were in my con- 
ſenting to ſtay. with them. I very ſoon grew 


pie ly pleaſed. with my ſituation. I uſed to 


45 great part of my time in making lit- 
tle flowers with ſhells, and other materials, 


Which the good ſnepherd ſupplied me with: 


no thought myſelf very happy. Stranger 
either to the hope or fear chat agitate the 


| human mind in the various ſcenes through 
which it paſſes, my whole ſoul was calm 


and tranquil: a peaceful. n. diftuſed 


«% 
* 


itfelf through the mind. 
When thought on what had l 


+ Deb 


to me, it was only as the ſailor, who, . hav- 


ing eſcaped the horrors of a tempeſt, ſtands 
on the ſhore: contemplating, the danger he 
no longer fears. I lived in this peaceful 
. ſituation near ten months: I fondly inagined 


e 


W my 


9 . nl th 5 ; Sophia Ae . Mx = 
I was here to end my life. O Conſtantia, to Mi 
how different a fate was I reſerved! 3 

Luſed generally every evening to take 4 
walk 3 in our field, from whence I commonly —_ 
returned about eight o'clock : but it hap- 9 
pened one night I ſtaid out longer than 
uſual'; I had fallen into a train of ideas that i# 

inſenſibly led me on, till perceiving the tw i- 
light had fpread itſelf through the heavens F 
returned home, where I. found te old 
man in the utmoſt diſtreſs. Martha was 
Hing. ſpeechleſs by the fire-fide, 1 was 
ſhocked at this ſight; and enquiting what 
was the matter, the ſhepherd told me ſhe 
had been milking her cows, and one of | 
them, being a little unruly, had given hr MM 
a violent -blow on the head; that he being Y 
at work hard by, heard her cry. out, and 
coming up to her, ſhe juſt told him what 
was the matter and had not ſpoke. fince. 

We rubbed her temples, and in about an 
5 hour ſne came to herſelf: ſhe fell, however, 3 
into a violent fever, and died the, next. © #4 
morning. The poor man was in the utmoſt 


23 2 : — "og > — 

+ 2+ TEL wan n * 
oa 0 1 ( - . 
. n n 8 * a 


—_— 


| diſtreſs; and indeed I was greatly grieved | 
| for the death of tris good creature. 
About a week after Martha's death,” her 
huſband took it into his head, he would ſtay | 
no longer in a place where every thing 
brought her continually. to his mind. He 
| oo to go to Tae where he had 1 
Eo 1 On 
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Shephthr 5 in buſineſs, When he firſt 18 
poſed this to me I refuſed to go with, wg 


reſolving to ſtay behind him, and live alone 


in the cottage. - But the old man repreſent- 


* ed to me, that I ſhould not be fo ſafe as 


when we were all together; and that. if the 
people roung about heard a young woman 


ved there alone, it would draw their curi- 


ofity, ang I ſhould he in danger of being 
forced from my retreat, I felt all the power 


LL of 11s argument, and conſented to go to 


town again, though I was very loth to leave 


my beloved ſolitude. 


The old ſhepherd diſpoſed of. all his 


goods, and let the little Houſe to a farmer's 
fon, who was going to ſet up a farm of his 


own. He then hired a poſt- chaiſe for me, 
and a horſe for himſelf, and i in this manner 
ve travelled up to London. 

1 went with the old man to his nephe's 8 
houſe, uncertain what was to be my deſtiny. 


__ The firſt thing I did was to. enquire after 
Mrs. Williams, I went to the houſe where 


we lived when I was with her; but, upon 
my aſking for her, I was told ſhe had left 
it ſome time ſince, and that they did not 


know where ſhe was gone. I no longer 
wondered I had never heard from her. I 


did not know what way to take, in order. 
to find her out. 1 had not yet got the bet- ; 
ter of my fears, of being ſeized by ſome ok 
Caſtilio 8 Creatures : :I trembled when 1 
Wn | x walked. 


5 


22 Sophia Berkley. 89 
| walked the ſtreets, and 5-101 every one 5 


I aw was going to lay hold on me. Ire. 
ſolved: to go to Juliet's couſin, 1n hopes'of - 
meeting with her, and, through! her means, 
find out Mrs. Williams; but, When T'g6r 
there, the man told me Juliet Was many 
miles out of town, at a place ſhe had got 
in the country, and that he had not heard 
from her for ſome time. hin 
l was now in the utmoſt: perg pee) Th s 
old ſhepherd, who was the only friend bad * 
in the world, was taken in, and died about 
three weeks after he came to London. At 
his death he gave me all he had in the 
world, which conſiſted of about fifty pounds. 
I continued to live in the houſe of Bis ne- 
phew,' who let his firſt floor, which I took. 
I formed a reſolution to go into ferviee, 
as ſoon as T could hear of a proper plack for 
me to go to. I wrote to Juliet, acquaintitip a 
her with what had happened to me; and 
defired her to ſend me word if ſhe kyiehr 
any thing of Mrs. Williams, She ſenit me 
an anſwer, expreſſing her ſorrow fon my 
misfortunes; / ſhe told me The knew nothing 
of Mrs. Williams, to whom ſhe had Wrote, ' 
but that ſhe never received any anſwer. Sie 
concluded her letter by telling me Lahe _ 8 
ſhe could be of any uſe to mc, ſhe" bie 
leave her place and come to YO . 18 fer | 
her word T had no Gccafion far Her, re vi 8 0 a "A 
not 10 take the 1 10 her” pk N 
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ſpoke. to the man with whom 1 ets to 
e place for me to wait upon a 
lady, for which I thought myſelf tolerably 
qualified; . becauſe, during my ſtay with 
Mrs. Williams, I had learnt to do fine 
work and get up fine linen. 
l often regretted my cottage; I forefyw I 
; had many difficulties yet to ſtruggle with: 
buy: good heaven ! how little did expect 
EP the ſtrange; event 1 ſoon met with. 
Iuemained ſix weeks before I heard of 
+4 any place fit for me to enquire after. At 
lluaſt the man with whom I lodged informed 
me, that he knew a married lady who want- 
end a;genteel young woman to be her own 
maid. ; I was very glad to hear of this, and 
| determined to go the next day and ſee the 
Jedy. 1 had always avoided going late out 
in the evening, for. I ſtill dreaded the vile 
Fo. But, O Conſtantia ! what precau- 
tions can guard us from treachery like his? 
bs 155 went about one in the morning to the 
5 lady s houſe I have mentioned: ſhe was not 
= 47 ſo I left word I would call again 
the next day. As I was returning. to my 
Jsodgings I was ſtopt by an ill looking fellow 
"ih who told me I Was his priſoner, judge my 
_ -pfurprize at this. Tour p riſoner! ſaid I, what 
vou you mean? 1, mean what I { y.;ireplied 
Wi ow-durlily ;,1 have a writ far debt 
1 he Be ety Jou. I told the man he mit ger- 
_ Fe + : 8 e miſtaken me for ſome cm ha 
„ | at 


_ 
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7 that 1.did not owe a farthing to any body. 
He aſſured me I was the perſon ; and that] 
was arreſted at Caſtilio's ſuit for a hundred 
pounds. Good God! cried J, is it poſſible. 
He then eee me his writ, In likewiſe a 
hand ſigned by my own name, acknow- 
ledging that I was indebted to him the afore- 

aid ſam.. Never was aſtoniſhment equal I 
believe to mine, when 1 beheld this unpar- 
allelled piece of villainy. I now recollected 2 
little circumſtance which, had. quite eſcaped es 
my memory, and which, I believe, I men- 
tioned to you in a Mer letter. You may 
remember, that. I told. vou when, Caſtilio 

came to Mrs. Williams's 8 | houſe, he hon 
taken up a piece of paper in which 1 I recol- 
lected to have written my name, one day as 
I was trying a new pen. The wretch bad | 

made uſe of this trifling incident, to form 
this horrid contrivance againſt me. I told 
the bailiff this was all a forgery, and refuſed 
to go with him. He (aid I muſt, or elſe No 
ſhould force me. The horror 1 had of. fal- 
ling again into Caſtilio's hands, made me 179 
reſolve to run every riſk rather than go with. 1” Me 
this fellow : finding I perſiſted in not goif 8 1 
with him, he began to lay violent hanas 
upon me. I called out for help, to rel u + 2 9 
me from the bands of Pe ; the 
00b ſoon gathered round us, an. PR e 
part, when ſeveral ſturdy fellows INE u 
n ed them how they +: 
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with a priſoner ? and that whoever 3 $ 
'rook to defend me muſt go in my place. At 
theſe words the mob began to retire ; and 1 
was juſt going to, be delivered up to the 
power of theſe barbarous wretches, "when a 
gentleman, who was going by in his cha- 
riot, ſtopt and enquired what was the mean- 


ing of the noiſe he heard? His ſervants told 


him, it was a young woman whom the bai- 


liffs were carrying to priſon. He immedi- 
ately jumped out of his chariot, . and coming 
up to us, aſked one of the fellows what was 
the matter, and who they were treating ſo 


_ Tudely? ? At theſe words, not knowing what 
X | did, I fell upon my. nes to the gentle- 
man, and with tears intreated him to deliver 
me from theſe monſters. He ſtood a mo- 
ment gazing upon me with looks that ex- 
preſſed the utmoſt ſurpriſe and concern; 
then offering me his hand, Vou are ſafe, 


madam, ſaid he; if any of thoſe villains 
approach you, this moment is their laſt. 


What are your demands upon this lady? 
ſaid he, turning ſternly to the baiſiff. 1 have 
a bond againft her for a hundred pounds, 
ſaid the raſcal, and ſhe muſt either pay it 
or go with me. Take your money, rephed 
the gentlemao, giving him a bank bill from 
His pocket, and be gone this moment. The 
_ Fellow made ſome heſitation; but fcejog my 
e lay his hand upon His ſword with 
a fierce air, he 822 fit to Valk off: then 
11 | 19 ets {IPO n N 
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Ha to me, he begged I would not re; 
main a moment in the ſtreet, but give him 


leave to ſet me down i in his chariot. .. The 
fright I had been in, the unexpected delive- 


rance I. had met with, worked fo forcibly 


my un known protector. 


Dorimont s houſe, for thus this . 
was called. I no ſooner open 


houſe ; your illneſs prevented your. telling 


me where you lived: but if you will be fo 
good as to go in a moment to recover your 


ſpirits, my chariot ſhall attend you where- 


ly ſpoke a word, except to aſk me how 


nor: a 1 perceive they were ever once caſt 
43 5 upon 


— T7 Too oe 


upon my ſpirits, that, unable to ſpeak, ö 
burſt into tears, and fainted in the arms of 


I did not come to myſelf t till. we e ſtapt at 


my eyes 
than he ſaid to me, Forgi ive me, madam, 
if I. have preſumed to bring you to my 


ever you pleaſe. He ſpoke ifieſs words 
with an air ſo full of reſpect and politeneſs, + 
that I could by no means refuſe to comply _ 
with this requeſt. I went up ſtairs, and was 
led into a very handſome apartment. Bo: 
rimont entreated me to take a little hart: 
horn and water; which I did. Ion to 
you l could not help trembling, left in Do- 
rimont I ſhould find a ſecond Caſtilio. I ſat - 
about a quarter of an hour; Dorimont hard. 


did. He Fee buried in a profound me- 5 
ditation. _ His eyes were fixed to the ground 


f 
4 
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upon me. I will here give you a deſerip- 
: tron m, 


e al mer above the: njditte | 


ſtature. His perſon had an air of native 
dignity, which, hardly ever faw equalled 
in any figure; his eyes were a fine hazc, 


but there was ſomething in the look of them 5 


which I cannot find any expreſſion proper to 

convey to you an idea of; it was a gentle 
buſtre mixed with the moſt inexpreſſible 
ſweetneſs; his features were all put toge- 


ther with the utmoſt proportion; an air of 
truth and benevolence, joined to the moſt 


unaffected modeſty was ee in his man- 
ners and behaviour. 

When I had fat forme time 1 bund my 
pretty well - recovered. Dorimont perceiv- 
ing by my looks that I wanted to- be. gone, 


was going to order his chariot, but I told 


him ] had rather walk; for I was-apprehen- 
_. Five that the people where 1 lodged might 
form ſtrange conjectures at ſeeing me come 
home in that manner. He aſked me, with 
an air of timidity, whether he might con- 
duct me home, left I ſhould meet with any 
freſh aſſault. To this I could not avoid 
_ conſenting. He walked with me to my 
lodgings; we did not exchange ten words 


as we went along. When we came to the 


door he offered to take his leave, with a look 
rhat ſpoke the utmoſt agitation. I Was too 
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to 0 in TK me; but he 7 excuſed 
| himiſelf, ſaying, the fright I had undergone, 
made in neceſſary for me to take ſome reſt; 
but that ſince I gave him leave, he would 
- wait upon me the next day. | 

As ſoon as I got into my own apartment, 
I began to ruminate upon this ſtragge ad- 
venture: heaven, thought I, ſurely ſent 
this generous man to my aſſiſtance. When 
I refſected on his behaviour, I found ſome- 
thing ſo noble in it, that, as I was naturall: 
both grateful and unreferved, I felt already 
a kind of confidence in him, which perhaps, 
_ conſidering what J had met with from Caſ- 
tilio, was a mark rather of my own frank- 
neſs and credulity than of my judgment. I 
was not, however, deceived this time; for 
- NEVET ſurely was there a mind ſo truly noble 
as Dorimont s. 

The next day I waited. impatiently to ſee 
Dorimont. I reſolved to let him know who 
I was, and how I came into the ſituation 
from which he bad relieved me. He came 
about one 0 clock. I no ſooner ſaw him, 
than going to him almoſt involuntarily, Ah! 
Sir, id 7 I began to fear you would not 


come. A8 ſpoke theſe words, I obſerved 


an air of joy {pread itſelf over his. counte- 


nance. After we had ſat ſome time toge-. 


ther, I told him the generous. treatment! 
" received from him, gave him a title to 
= n gratitude and Scene Ithen 
8 
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related to him without reſerve every circum- 
ſtance of my life. Whilſt T was ſpeaking, I 
remaxked ſeveral different changes in his 
countenance: when I deſcribed to him the 
agonies.I fuffered* for the loſs of my dear 
Horatio, a deep concern tock poſſeſſion of 
bis features; when I came to my adventure 
with Caſtilio, his eyes ſhot forth rays of in- 
dignation: he could with difficulty contain 
his rage; and every now and then crying 
out, infamous wretch! is it poffible there 
ſhould exiſt fo execrable a being? _ 
. When had done ſpeaking, he came up 
Te to me with an air of reſpectful tenderneſs, 
| The confidence you have put in me, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, is an obligation 1 can never 
repay ʒ the whole ſtudy of my life ſhall be 
| to ſhew you l am not unworthy of it: and 
5 though you have the utmoſt reaſon to think 
ill of our ſex, I do not deſpair of convincing 
Jod, there are men not undeſerving your 
eſteem. After this we had a long conver- 
lation. There was ſomething ſo uncom- 
monly elevated in Dorimont's ideas, that J 
from that inſtant conceived an eſteem for 
5 him, which 1 ſhall carry to the grave with 
me. His words, his looks, his actions, were | 
bd chaſtened, ſo innately pure, that one 
. might diſcover untainted honour. and deli- 
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WMͤhen he wem away, I did not let him a 
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eat his viſus as often as was agreeable, 
oy Row Aiport rh deer Sd 
think me very imprudent, in thus truſking 

4 man I knew ſo 15 e 8 but. there Ig 
ſomething” in Dorimont's behaviour, that 
carried with it the moſt irreſiſtible perſua-- 7 
ſion: beſides, could I give too many marks 
of gratitude to a man who had delivered: 

me from the hands of wretches bent pon 

Werden: 0007) ine ro0 
Do not you think, my e ger | nlite, it 
is time to end this letter? will only add 


that kan eee e eee 
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e bh whke unexpected ran * 
fortune L MA brought! into: the ſituatien in 
which ſſie firſt kneky' mel Tfiwhat yowha ve - 
already read appears extraordinary r inter- 


eſting to youi how much more will what 1 5 


g to relate appear ſol- B77 


The ext morning; When 1. foles the * 25 
me a letter from 2 0 
in which 1: found 4 banktbill of NR 
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and as ſuch, liable te the frailties and paſ- 
duns, which are inĩeparable from humanity. 
Dorimont's beh 


| As was reſolved never to 


© ſpired me, madam, makes me uemble; 


=P leſt the liberty I have taken ſhould offend 


* that delicacy which diſtinguiſhes you from 
* the generality of women: but it is from 
* that. very delicacy 1 hope to obtain my 
© pardon. * Your own ſentiments on theſe 
* heads will teach you in what manner to 
* look upon what I am doing. You can 
* conceive it is poſſible to do certain things 
without any other motive; than the plea: 


c 
| 7 ſure which ariſes avs ns ee ug 


I am, Mac nn Ret NNE 
' with the utmoſt 9 
Vvdur moſt obedient 
2 0 12 5 | a "I : 
e 5, ihe ' DORIMONT. 


* A - TN OOTY”, 6 
me . 


This 3 of Dormont'efilled me wh 


ET 


the higheſt ſenſe of his generoſity : but a 
was N Fans under phligaticns 3 ? 
7 Dorimont. which I: had no-praſpett of TS 


paying him. 
Was a man go the ſtriqteſt honcur ar di deli- 


F had reaſon: tu believe he 


cagys but, my Conſtantia, he was a man, 


wiour to me gave me room 
to apprehend I was not remnant him. 


e 


” 2 


done, Madam ? ſaid he, with a look of 


fwered 1; Dorimont, you ſhall be ſatisfied, 


e 
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if 1 e its caſe” 1 FROM be W into 


the mot perplexity. 1 perſuaded myſelf, 


om what 1 knew of Dorimont, that he 


was capable of friendſhip, independent of 


every other paſſion.” 1 3 ſmee found, 


that this is hardly poſlible ; ſince Been 


joſe font was a flranger to every ſelfiſh 
view, could hardly riſe to this Wen taſk. 

1 did nat ſee Dorimont for ſome days : 1 
attributed his abſence to the exceſs of his 
delicacy. He was fo apprehenſive of ap- 
pearing to preſume upon the obligations 1 
had to him, that he exprefly Naid from me 
longer than uſual. 

Hie came in about 4 week. As 3 28 
die cfitered rhe room, f told him I had great 
reaſon to complain of him. What —— 


fear. Tou have too long, replied 7 denied 
me the pleaſure of pouring out my acknow- | 
ledgments. Ah? Madam, ſaid he, if you 
do not indeed mean to puniſh me, you will 
forbear a language like this. Well, an- 


, 
; 


tough 1 loſe the pleaſure (which, to a heart 


ke mine, is the greateſt it can feel) of 2 LE 


refimg, to 70 the overflowing: 1 1 
acquainted . with art, and fille he: 


4 Aren ſenſe of your gener olity. - Ears N a 
Dorimont ſtaid with me till the eyenin 5g 


u as his delicacy . was ever auentve r not 


ws wound: mine, he always Tetited pretty 


ä A | . 


but ſhe had begs 


5 early. One hor rus 1 ſanding, at 
the window, expecking Dorimont,, 4 faw 


Mrs. Williams ge by. I th threw up the win 
dow, and called. to. her; ſhe run up ſtairs 
in a 'rranſp ort of j 19% cached, ne in her 


| e not l „laid ſhe, that I embrace 
"again ny 


my deafeſt Conſtamis, What P! 


afeſt child? 1 cannox tell you, 


ſure this 


dear to m 
1 nde her 


happy meeting win a "friend 0 
as Mrs. Williams, 1705 . 


ber Boule feen a 


ed 3. N who. took. 177 
to ſend her any, letters that came there di- 


rected for her; but added, ſhe ſuppoſed 


they had forgot it. I then gave her an ac- 
count of all that had happened, to me. She 


ſhed tears, at many Parts. of my relation. 


Ah! faid fhe, yon can never know hos 

7 - 
many racking Hours yau have colt mms. 
"Mr: rs. Wilams was Extremely, charmed Lat 
the acc tT gave her of Dorimont. . We 


had hardly ended our, diſcourſe when he 


came in. 1 preſented my friend, to him 


Behv!d, fafd I, another of my. benef, aclors. 


_ How happy ard 1. in having two ſuch!, 
ritmont falute( 1 5 


d Mt Willie jams 1 50 the mat | 
polite addrefs” and we ſpent the evening 4 


the moſt delighrfur manner imaginable. 


We agreed that og the next Te 9 5 
my lodging and Pi with I Us. Williams to. 


8 $4 oa 2 


3 * 
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loved me? 1 told her I hope 


| ſhip, 6 Po not deceive 12 


| wiſh. #1 Geer Phi 


L. is a tribute f owe to my adored Horatio, 


heart; and this reſolution vo power on arth 
— ſhake. De capable k 


of bs in the manner 1 fear he does, Fwilt | 


mem 8 3 


ar? ng rte edequat: 
Iy pleaſed wich each other; po with het 
good ſenſe; and ſhe with bis exalted gene- 
rofity. When be was gone, my dear 80. 


Phia, ſaid ſhe, this is an angel inſtead of a 
man. He is indeed, replied I. She then 


aſked me, if I did not imagine Dorimont 


his ſenti- 
ments for me went no farther than friend- 
yourſelf,” my dear, 
ſaid Mrs Wilhams, it is no ealy tafk to ſe- 
parate love from friendſhip; nor do I, faid 
ſhe, in the 8 : caſe. — . Wh, 0 a 


Dorimonts But 1 e WMken att u eher 
reſolution never to marty;; this, continued 


image reigh: 


every thing uncommonly great; f he thinks. 


acquaint him with my reſoletion, which he, 


from the unbounded generoſity "of Ke — 


mind, maſt approve though f t der knebgiit. 
tent wilt dir dien linclilations.” Wel, my 
child, fad rs. Williams, I ift yoh | 
may bring this about 1 heave” ab high an 
epinidn of  Dotirhorit ds you Can have; "yet et 
r te 


giving my orders to a ſervant, I heard a 


— 


After I had talked ſome time, I paid off my 


lodgings, and went with Mrs, Williams to 
herhouſe, She told me that a relation of her 
huſband's had died ſince We had parted, 


and had left her a hundred pounds a year 
for her life, which ſhe ſaid, was ſufficient 
for her to liye upon, and that ſhe had quit- 


ted her buſineſs; and ſince you: are deter - 
mined never to matry,;; added ſhe, Me may 
live together, for I. truſt in heaven, no cruel 


| accident will ever. again ſeparate us. KATE} 


Ly 4 


I am certain, my dear Conſtantia, you 


are greatly pleaſed at finding me once again 
reſtored to happineſs; but you will be ſtil 
more {og when you will find that happineis 
exalted into the 
we can taſte. in this lower world, and which, 


* FAR 


1. think, were it eternalized, could; only 


be exceeded by the joys of the next. 


Several days paſt, asd I neither heard 


how: to account; for his abſence. reſolved 
nd ang enquire after him; but as was 


Joud rap, at the door, and look ing out, 


fam Dorimant's chaxiot. When he entered 


he room, I aS ſtruck wich the graceful 


x higheſt degree of bliſs that 


from, nor ſaw, Dorimont. T{kney; not 


elegance pf his figure... Heap ra αhEd me 


With a look ot inexpreſiible reſpect and ten- 
derneſs, in which there was mixed an nir of 
gagitation. O Sophia, ſaid; he, in a trem- 
ice, 1, am going, perhaps, in this 
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{pent. - Do not imagine, Sophia, continued 


by: FOIce, convince N of i its ſentiments, ; 
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moment, ts: bene all alia 8 with 


uh ch you have hitherto honoured me, and 
without which I wonld not live a moment 
Here he pauſed, and flxed his eyes upon 
the ground, be remained a few moments 
in filence---I knew but too well what he 
meant: -I had no power to open my lips : I 
was ſeiaed with an emotion of mingled fear, 
reverence, and pity. At length Dorimont 
brcke this ſtrange ſilence, Which, 1 think, 
amongſt the moſt painful intervals I ever 


| 
5 Dr 


he, mine is a heart capable oß a thought 
that borders upon ſelf, intereſt. The 4 . YN 
I am now going to diſcloſe. to: you, Ireſol . 
ved to bury eternally in my boſom; but 1 1 
find ĩt impoſſible to keep my reſolution, and 
live O Sophia, (taking my hand, which 
I had not power to withdraw) I adore:you, © 
with a; paſſiun the moſt diſintereſtedhyſten- 
der, that; ever warmed ther ſoul of man A 
theſe words hel ſtopped, and lifted his eyes 
with a timorous air to mine My confuſion 
and anxiety did not allow me to peak: A 
tear ſtarted ĩnvoluntarily into my eye. WI bat 
da I ſee! cxied Dorimont, with a log 
ide xpreſſible anguiſh- I lit. then the Rnow- 2 | A 
ledge of my affection for you; Which cauſed 9 
that appearance of grief? O Sophia ou 
do not yet know che heart of Dorimont. Let 
what Jam going to ſay, continued he, in a 


* 


'. image till keeps poſſeſſ 


504 > i Hake melons 


You have a ſoul won of every female art; 1 - 
ſhall therefore out cer en you 
without diſguiſe. G12 wb 
1 love you, So bby you: eg Pte 
let what you felt for Horatio teach you at 
this moment what 1 feel. Think not, how- 
; ever, 1 would take this band, greatly as it 
18 adored, unleſs with it F could have your 
heart; your whole? heart, with all its ten- 
derneſs, undividedly mine. 1 my _—_— 
ble, your". generous tn 
your foul : : 


You are unwilling to tell me fo; but that 
ſtarting tear ſpeaks for you, Tou are capa- 
ble, from the idea, that my behaviour me- 
Nts ſorne return, of: m ' yourfelf the. fas 
erifice to a miſtaken effort of gratitnde 3 but 
this, Sophia, muſt not be; ſuch a ſhrerifice 
would make me the moſt: unha py of men. 
ſhould bluſh to owe your conſent to any 
— motive than that hich makes me ſo 
ardently with to obtain in. Having faid this; & 
| he kept a profound filence. RF OTOSEE TH. 5 i 277 
{\ He had, dy penetrating into my in moſt 
thoughts, . removed the di 1 ſhould 
scher wiſe have had in anſhetiag hid Al. 
ter ſhort pauſe, I nen the fol- 
5 Jowing-terins 211 Ir 21 Jac Nenne 2 
3 The delicacy'of what you have joſt now 
mid, Dorimont, is perfect oonſiſtent with 
 theigenerolity of a-lok which almoſt tempts 
21 ran =. 42 4 1 225 15 ee — ' ms : 


1 


1 


* ifs Sor mia Berkteſ. 


me to think you are above the Grieg | 


rade of men. O Dorimont, you have ſpa 
ed me the pains of decharing my ſentiments, 

which 1 fear are not confiſtent with your 

wiſhes. ' No, thou nobleſt of men, I never 


can be yours; from the fatal moment that 


fnatched my Horatio from me, 1 tobk an 
unalterable reſolutionꝭ never to be anòther s. 


But let me conjure you, By that tenderneſs 
you profeſs for me, to gain a noble victory 


over yourſelf. Let what you feel for me 


ed from every other paſſion; and be aſſured, 
that every ſentiment, which the trueſt, the 


bY ever yours from me. 
When l had ſpoke theſe aa I caſt my 


overſpread his face: he let go my hand; 


Wine for ſome time in that mournful po 
ture. O -Conſtantia, what various emo- 
tions filled my ſoul! To behold Dorimont, 
the noble, the generous Dorimont, in a 
fituation like this; to ſee his ſon}! ſiuggling 
between love and honour; to be witnels to 


I cannot fee you thus. Let not this 


be changed into friendſhip, wholly abſtracx- 
moſt unreſerved friendſhip can inſpire; hall 5 


eyes upon Dorimont. A death- like paleneſs : | 


which he had yet held between his; and 
reclining his head upon his breaſt, he res 


his agony, and to know myſelf the can! * 5 
overcame alb my reſolution. Tears filled _ 
my! eyes. O Dorimont, ſaid I, taking his 


nhaj 57 Rs for _— was an . 


Linas . of ny 8 whe 
N renonnees daltuly the fondeft wiſhes 


of his foul 7 I foreſaw what you would ſay, 
. but no preparation was ſufficient to guard 
me from the eruel conſict. You muſt, 
on ſhalt he obeyed, even chongk my life 
Hould be the: faerifice. You ſhall never 
again hear from me an expreſſom that ex- 
tends beyond the limits of friendſhip. When 
he had poke theſe words, he. roſe from the 
poſture he was in, and throwing himſelf in- 
to 2 chair, he remained for half an hour 
wholly loſt in thought, without ſpeaking 2 
word, or even raifing his eyes from the 
ground. He then on a ſudden aſſumed a 
_ calm and ſerene air; and coming up 
me, he again took my hand, and preſſed it 
to his lips. What a victory | have you 
gained, 6 preg ! ſaid he; in Dorimont you. 
are no longer to behold- a lover, but a 
friend. O Sophia, continued he with a 
ſigh, the taſk is no eaſy one, but it is enough 
for me that you have deſired it. When he 
had ſpoke theſe words, he immediately 
changed the diſedurſe: nor did he ever 
from that moment drop a word that I co, 
a che fubject of 1 it, to my remembrance. 

3 When he was gone, I gave Mrs. Willi- 
ams a particular account of what had paſſed 
bebe us. She was at once W =_ 


violent knock at the door. As I did not 


vant came up, and told me there Was a 


by no means 


ee neee 


. eau wan 


Dojjicnct was cue, at our A aa he 
ſeemed quite chearful and happy. I was 


bleſt with two friends, each of whom had 


a ſon] infinitely ſuperĩor to the common 
race of mankind. I knew not, my Con- 


ſtantia, that this happineſs was to be —_— > 
ETON oO of Human 


Dorims an * We with 
W's Vithams, (and enjoying thoſe 
pleaſares akicd flow- from the ſociety of 


people equally e equally, pleaſed and pleaſi 
with each other's converſation) \ We - 


enpett any body that xventrigg; TI was at's 
luſi to think O this could be, when a fer- * 


ge below, that aſtced 0 fee me im- 
Ged. bers 1 was Kill apprehenſive of 
was = new-tieachery of his, 8 l could 

gueſs what (gentleman thoutd 
enquire for me. I entreated Dori 
o dom and ſee who it was. He -was 
iy gone, when he returned, leading in 
bis: hand, O Conſtantia; yo -will 6 
believe it=—My f Horatio * 155 long! 5 F A 1 


_ repre wet 8 Y 
if, Gar int heb: 2 


lent s once 'took poſleſſion NE all my 
el 1 ; 5 faculties 


wm 
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108 Tie Apvant . 
faculties; - 8 power ae expreſſion Was 
loſt— I only breathed forth, My-Horatio! 
and funk; upon his boſom, unable to pro- 
eed: he caſting a loo of inexpreſſible de- 
ligh pon, me, claſped met : ns: breaſt, 
with all the enraptured trariſport that attends 
the return of a once enjoyed, but long loſt 
bleſſing. It waz with difficulty I could per- 
ſuede myſelf, this was not all a viſion. How 
inferior, is all;languageto the varied emoti- 
ons of my ſoul !. I was even doudifulwhe- 
ther I. ſhould; believe my ſenſes; but * 
22 flattering heart, confeſſed its loved 
ere FO TELLS Nhe denen the faulful:Horatio; 
A ere e trees 
At 79999 | 


ee Sr og SELF" IT DIR” u Arnis 1827 
| en de fal torrent of my joy ſubſided, 
I caſt my eyes aboat 410 {eek/the. eee 
1 2 4 ee eee arg ; 
 8n9d-appeare eee in hau | 
| Behold, . daabaher Man 

i. whom vu qwe:your-Sephiag: unaided by 
him, death or infamy, muſt daue been my 


fond hisgxvetie, andieaming 
empbraeed him with the aitmoſt tenderneſs. 
I am greatly overpaid, ſaid... Dorimont,c for 
any hing that L/ have done to have con 
 vibured to the happineſs of tyraiduietpeaple 
is he highe& oy: am e of feeling. 
bie 5 7 | "” 


: Thbugh 1 15 am yet . wad 
Horatio, with Fay nature of theſe obligati- - 
ons my Sophia ſpeaks of, I feel already a 
reat defire to have yo 'for my friend, I 
then preſented Mrs. Williams to him, whom | 
he ſaluted with the utmoſt kindneſs, - 
My joy and amazement was now ng | 
ceeded by my curioſity. By what miracle 
of divine goodneſs, ſaid I, is my Horatie 
reſtored to me, whoſe imagined death, has 
colt me fo many pangs. Horatio was pres 
paring to ſatisfy my queſtion, when 
mont and Mrs, Williams interpoſed, and 
begged us to defer the recital till the next 
morning. To this, I with ſome” diffculty 
conſented. 4 
Dorimont, with a mantier. that allured 5 
the conlent of every thing he aſked of pro: 
poſed, offered Horatio his houſe, as he 
imagined he might be but ill provided with 1 
lodgings. Horatio accepted his Obliging 
offer; and: then Dorimont and Mrs, Wilks. 
ams took their leave of us, CTR 1 
would not W to us to le We > 
Hah time . e Ny 
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Went to bed 1215 4 


| refleclions, and enjoyed. Aai.upinterrupted 
repoſe till ten the next morning z at which 
hour, my Horatio, Dorimont and Mrs. 
Willams being all met, we went to Break. 
faſt, aſter the-uſual c a ene had paſſed 
among us, Which 1 175 L 


e ar of b being te 15 | 


STO $. 


A ; 


| a 


whe ht ſet upon 105 aa! my. ſervatlk, 


oneluding me dead, though in reality 1 
had. eee with loſs of blood, 
were beginning ts ſtrip me; when per: 
- ceiving ſome people at a diſtance, and 
fearing to loſe my cloatlis aad money, they 
conveyed my dead body (as they chongnt 
n) on board their ſhip: they reſolved. o 
throw. me over board, when. ey had rob: 
bed me of all I had about me; but, juſt 
as they were going to toſs me into the. ſea, 
they perceived ſome ſigns of life in me; 
and one of them having more burganity, 
than the Teſt, refuſed to let mie be thrawyn -. 
into the water, and went 10. inform the 
captain of the veſſel, that I was not dead. 
He ordered me to be put into 2 bed, and to 
have my wounds dreſſed. I came. to my» 
ſelf in about an hour; and was ſoon in- 
formed where I was. The knowiedge of 
my ſituation, as you may believe, gave me 
not a little unealineſs. My own misf6r + 
tunes, however, appeared trifling, when | 
conſidered what my Sophia would ſuffer at 
the news of my death, for I did not doubt, 
but my fervant, ſeeing me fall, concluded, Ka 
me. dead. Po 
As ne my wounds were dreſſed, Xt | 


2 fired to ſpeak with the maſter of the vel⸗ 5 | 


ſel, in hopes to prevail upon him to ſet me, 


at liberty, under the promiſe of a largs ran: _ 


form,” ac . greatly W in this 
5 ; 55 | L 2 „ 1 {FP ROW = 


% 


— 


1 to lie in wait for little fiſhing boats, which 


| they had Kiel me z and having "made 
Wet themſelves maſters. of them, they always 


FWW 
** 5 


one 


zz MW Abrzurvkss of . 
; JW, for this man was one Fo? hs 
molt brutal wretches that ever exiſted, and 
was ſo exaſperated 3 rainſt me, . becauſe I 
had mortally 8 one of the pyrates, 
who fiſt attacked me, and who I found 
was one of his favourites, that he abſolutely 
refuſed to liſten to the terms I offered him. 
He ſwore he would keep me all my life a 
flave ; and that no ranſom, however great, 
ſhould purchaſe my liberty. - \ 
When I found his cruelty was ſtronger 
even than his avarice, I imagined there was 
very little proſpect for me to get out of his 
power. I determined however not to deſ- 
Pair; 1 flattered myſelf that ſome lucky 
| opportunity might preſent itſelf to me of 
making my eſcape. I grew well in about 
a week's time, and then my maſter (for ſo 
this infamous wretch called himſelf) ordered 
me to work among the ſailors, treating me 
with all the pride of iniolent brutality. 
The ſhip's crew were a parcel of the 
moſt abandoned creatures that can be ima- 
gined.” They had nothing human about 
hem but their figure, Their whole buſi- 
© nels. was Plunder and drinking; they uſed 


were ſometimes ſailing_near the. coaſt wher 


| murdered. the people they found on board. 


2 a * 


_ 


e 


but moſt;of the crew were OS ho 
having deen guilty of ſome enormous crimes 
elves into his ſervice, nor 
daring” to ſtay in their own country. 1 
learned from one of them, that Rodolphe 
(tor ſo this man was called) was very rich, 
and carried on a great traffic for ſlaves, 5 
who were expoſed openly to ſale, at certain 


I — * N * 7X . 60 5 5 
5 $9 8 5 
5 : 


"Ra Sophia Bedklsy: 


enliſted them 


times of the year. appointed for that pur. 
poſe. I was. not without hopes that when 


we came to land, I might find ſome way to 
eſcape and return to England. 1 deter- 


mined therefore to wait patiently, and arm 
myſelf with all my reſolution to bear the 


inſults of the inbuman Rodolpho, who too 
a pleaſure in making me” ſenſible I Was int 
big power. But I was always ſuperiof td 
my ill fortune, and; treated Rodolpho will 
a contempt wick e him. beyond 0 
| expreſſion. . 1 90 1 
In abort intites; weeks we arrived at Ak 3 
5 giers; and Rodoſpho ordered me to be put 
In chains, and carried among his other 
flaves. Theſe örders were obeyed. I was 
conducted to a place diſtant about half 4 
mile from Rodolphe 8 houſe, where 1 found 5 


ſeveral companions of my miſery. 


employment conſiſted in hewing great p Fes F 
ees of marble and ſtone, which they e 


obliged to carry upon their ſfoulders to A. 
place adjoining, where Rodolphe was going 
to Build a 9 en Here they 
„ . doc 
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14 Je ee 
took off my chains, excepting one, which 


remained round my leg as a badge of fla- 
very, and which being faſtened on by a 
padlock, gave me violent pain whenever 1 


walked or ſtood upon it. 


I now began to give up all my Sonder 
hop es; I ſaw no proſpect of my liberty, 


and a ſiſe, ſuch as the one I was to expect, 


I reſolyed not long to ſupport. I had my 


_ taſk given me; and was told, that if at 
2 et] had not performed! it, I might ex- 


pect the. moſt inhuman treament. I found 


5 ſeveral Engliſhmen, and two or three of 


them were gentlemen; amon theſe un · 


happy wretches. I aſked them how they 
| could bear life under ſuch untnanly uſage; 
hey informed me that they had hopes of 
making their eſcape; and — if I would 
undertake to help them, they would carry | 
me with them. You will eaſily belieye 
with what joy I entered into tlieir meaſures. 
l aſſured them l was ready to do whatever 
_ they pleaſed; for that, as I was reſolved 
not — live in the ſituation J was in, it was 


to me a matter. wholly indifferent how I 


2 loſt my life; and that I had rather periſn in 
gitempting my eſcape, than fall by my own 


band. They then told me, that when they 


carried their burthens to the place appoint- 


„ they were obliged to paſs by the ſca- 


. _ tide; and that they had e the re | 
4 55 N of, * had d n 
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; npon that coaſt. They added, Ahne they 


doubted not but that with the tools they 


had for cutting the marble, they could put 


the pieces of this ſhip together in ſuch a 
manner, as to be able to go to ſea in her. 


approved greatly of this ſcheme; and we 


agreed to riſe in the night and pur it in 
| execution. 


This ray of Were gave me great fackafee- 


tion. I fet about my work; and though . 
my taſk was enough to have. wearied the 
patience: of any human being, I went 
through it with fo much reſolution and ſuc- | 
_ ceſs, that when the fellows came in the 
evernng whom Rodolpho empboyed to over- 


his ſlaves, WT appeared very well 
ſariefied with me. I, together with my 


were ſeveral little miſerable beds in it; and 


this it ſeems was the . nightly habitation of 
all thoſe. unfortunate people who fell into 


this monſter's hands. As ſoon as Rodol- 


fellow ſlaves, was led into a place juſt by; ; 
it had the appearance of a large ES there 


's creatures were gone, we went filenit- _ 


Iy to the ſea ſhore, leaving two or three of 
our comrades to watch, and in caſe of a 
ſurpriſal give us timely. notice. We got 
together all the wood and other materials, EIT 
which the winds and waves had ſcattered: 
up and down the ſhore ;7 the bulk of the 
* was yet intire, and we found one of 
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5 We 3 to . 3 A nights with- 


out any thing happening to interrupt us. 
In the morning we uſed to thruſt our veſſel 


into a large hollow in a rock, which ſcem- 


ed placed there on purpoſe, We ſucceeded 
ſo well, that in a week's time we had made 
the ſhip fit to hold us. We had no fails; 


nor could we get any thing. proper to re- 


medy this want. We determined to make 


uſe of oars, and agreed to make our eſcapo 


the ſucceeding night. 


5 e e eee One 'of 6 ip 
had formerly been a ſailor; to him there- 
fote we committed the care of our veſſel. 


The exceſſive . I. had” undergone, 


WE 66s by. day and night, reduced me to a 
very low condition: but the ſpeedy proſ- 


oo Lind 0 . (Rbferes. frog: this 


R $- + 4 


men 


We had very little proviſions with us; not 
| having been able to get any, except what 


we had ſpared from our poor allowance 
every day. We were ſeven in number; 


a but we took a reſolution to eat no more 
og was juſt neceſſary to keep us alive; 


r otherwiſe,” we ran a great riſk of periſh, 
ing through famine, The pilot of our ans 


velſel ſteered! his courſe iminediately;/for 
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; * apd gave us a hopeny ther we mo” 
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0. Sophia Biikley. As + 
Teach Wie: friendly coaſt in the ſpace of 
ſeven days. The wind was favourable, 
the ſea calm, and we were all very chear- 


ful, in the delightful} proſpect of being again 
_ reſtored to our liberty and native country. 


1 indulged myſelf in a thouſand pleaſing 

ideas; I anticipated the tranſport I ſhould 
feel at the ſight of my beloved! Sophia, 
and her joy at my return: but I was not ſo 


near this happineſs as I imagined. The 
third day of our navigation there aroſe 4 


violent tempeſt; the ſea was prodigiouſiy 
agitated; the waves toſt up to an amazing 


height: the whole heavens were darkened; 


horrid peals of thunder roared over our 


heads; and a prodigious flaſh of lightning 


every now and then furniſhed us with, light 
ſufficient - to behold our danger; for W 


were thrown into the midſt of a great num 
ber of rocks, againft ſome of which we en. 
| pected every moment to ftrike. e 


The horrors of this ſcene go beyond a 
eription. The poor wretches now began to 


repent them bitterly of their expedition, and 
wiſhed to be e again in their former ſtate. of 
ſervitude. They preferred even a mifera- 


ble exiſtence to death; and would rather 


have languiſnhed out their days i in the moſt 
abject flavery, than periſh in a moment. 


As to me, I beheld without emotion the 


deſtruction that threatened me; when 8 
E ed dee what 1 had eſcaped, and 
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terrible. ] prepared for death as well as I 


could: the thoughts of my Sophia, it is 


true, ſtole per . and filled ny ul 
Wich anxiety. | 

Matters were . his ane ANY A 
violent guſt of wind drove our - veſſel with 
great force againſt the ſide of a rock; the 


ock ſhattered us terribly, but did not 
daſh us to pieces. Two of our crew gave 


way to the moſt womanly complaints; they 


| Killed the air with their cries and lamenta- 
ions. I could not help reproaching them 
- with their want of fortitude ; but all I could 
. ſay made no impreſſion on them. A horrid 
N blaſt of wind, ſtronger than the firſt, now 


aroſe, and- whirhed: us round and round for 


a few minutes; then it threw us with a re- 
doubled violence againſt the ſame rock; at 
which inſtant, our ſhip ſplit into a thouſand 
pieces, I was thrown by the force of a wave 
upon the ſide of a rock, and was ſo bruiſed 
by the blow that I had the utmoſt. difficulty 
do riſe, which, however, I did; and Gading 
there was a ſmall neck of land achoining to 


the rock, I made a ſhift: to crawl a few paces 
forward, and got at laſt upon firm ground. 
1 found 1 was thrown: upon a ſmall, ifland; 


= appeared to be totally uninhabited, for i 


W no ſootſteps, nor any traces, tat cu 
ne" me to imagine there were a op! 


« . it with my preſent Saba, t 
| was far from thinking the latter the moſt 
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any kind whatever. I now concluded this 


and I knew: not where to get 


ed no cover at all. I returned to the p 


where I firſt ſet my foat, hopiog to find 
ſome cavity in the rock, where 1 might 
ſhelter myſelf from the rah. I was not 
deceived in my expectations; there was 4 
large hollow in the ſide of a rock, into 


Which I crept, reſolving tor en rain: there will 
| merbinge.” 10 1 2 


I was, in a lamentable comtleiony 3 


4 were all wet, and I had no place t 
hich: afforded. 

me no great proſpect of repoſe, I threw” 

myſelf all along in my ſad habitation, and 


he upon but dhe hard Kone; 1 


ſpent the ba e once cloſin 969 


eyes, in the moſt diſagreeable refle 


The next morning, as ſoon as day be yew 


ta break, L went out to ſce if I could e 5 


ver What vas: become of then lip, 
Whether he place produced | 


cher about. 15 wha: enk what was the 
fate of my companions; but I flattered my» 
ſelf, that they might have eſcaped as I had 
done. It grew night; I went forward a 
good way, but met no living creature ok 


iſland was a deſert one. It rained violently, 


elter from 

the inclemeney of the weather. Lobſerbed 

here and there ſome large trees; but theỹß 
were almoſt deſtitute of leaves, od affords ; 
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my ſaſtenance. When. 1 DA ths *s 
a 5 ſaw a W floating on . 
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Waves, which 1 diſtinguiſhed to bs: thoſe 


ot my unhappy comrades. I walked back- 
wards and forwards ſome hours, in the ut- 
moſt agitation, not. knowing what would 


become of me. I wwas very. hungry, and 


ſeeing ſome fruit which reſembled an apple, 
grow upon a little buſh, I cat two df them, 
and found them very pleaſunt to my taſte. 
I then conſidered what I ſhould do to make 
By nightly habitation a little more commo- 
dious. I obſerved a quantity of ſoft moſs 
chat grew on the bark of ſome large trees. 


I gathered as much as I could of this, and 


10 it in the ſun to dry. With it I made 
a ſort of bedjswhich kept me tolerably 
warm. I found a good many little ſhell 


fiſh, which the ſea had left behind i it on the 


ſhore, and which ſerved me for two or 
three days. I flattered myſelf that if I had 
but patience, {ome ſnip g that wy 
would take me . 

I continued in this: oenditicn. above 5 
month F then began to loſe: all 
yet, when 1 coolly conſidered, in {Jr 


” and ſlavery, I was deen hopes, that 


heaven would deliver me from this Forlor 
ſituation, 1 aid not 3 wg eee 


in ro ow 


— 


— 
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manner I had already eſcaped from death 


"a 


JJ e in ES, 


2 ere Kevetal ſmall ſprings in the iſland ; ſo 
| long ſtick, which I ſet up on the ſhore as 4 


” ſignal, in 'caſe any ſhip paſſed that way. 


of li months, when one day, as 1 Was walk- 


wy ar this unexpected piece of godd 
ay jo je.” 1 
I was prefented to the captain; and related 


_ to Him the ſingular manner in which I. had. bs | 4 
been brought into the ſituation from which 7} 


1 lubſiſted pretty wendy upon fut Wy 
El I found ſeveral pieces of ſteel on 


ore, which T imagined had remained 


there after the wreck of ſome ſhip that had 


chere periſhed. As there was plenty of 
flints Am 0 ng.the ſtones, 1 eaſily ſtr ack fire, 7 4 
me q 1. wood I found ſerved me for *4 


what had now tolerable food, drink, and 
odging. I fixed my handkerchief upon a 


remained in this ſituation for the ſpace 


.* cling very taſt. 1 immed ately inade 


5 —.— "diſtreſs, which fortunately they 
ob d, and lent their long- boat to fetch 
en Bont. Ewill leave Jou to imagine | 


found her to be a French fhip. 


hae een ef ail feceived fem 3 
mr ever poſſible mark of diſtinction 8 | 
tenels; i en 58 THI: Nin ot Ke 5 - 5 


£ 
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Pere pere ſeveral' young officers Wg | 
que ty on board, with one of 700 f 1 oon 1 
tracted: an intimate . "90 . e pa 


the oldeſt families in France. Th. 


moſt generoſity. 
| bad one, which threw a ſhade: upon t 


- he had taken unceaſing pains to. 


mme Marquis de Bellville g 
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Was mne Marquis de Beljville: . HED hs 


only ſon to the Duke de een of 


nobleman. Bee ſſeſſed of g thoulagd C 
qualities. He had an uncommon. 3 


of ſoul, an .unaigted,, Venen, a gh Ute 


But with ſo many amis le: Munlitien, he 


all, N was the ſource of the misfortunes 
that ſince. befel him. He was naturally ex- 
ceſſive paſſionate ; the violence of his temp 

would ſo totally get the better of his realon, 


that, in a fit of rage, he would have com- 
mitted the moſt extravagant actians ima. 


ginable. He uſed: frequently to tell me, 


this diſpoſition, but that ita, had: got» the | 


better ef him in ſpite of all 1 


Abſtracted from this one 
e a more noble and generons foul than 
cular liking to me; and when: we pom 
he. inſiſted. upon my ſpending a ſew weeks 
at his father s houſe, for ihe recovery of 


my healche which, bad indeed: Gollared: en 
mu * aa e eee 
f undergonc. 1 10 


ould, by 0 m 


Fan to the copain thadthip, 
L went with the May bac 
| at of Pans, 


And. 1g 


which, 


JJ ͤdqT.! no oe OTOL one 


The fit lier La: Gb Fl Te 


4 to write to 4 Peisenlar friend m Eng- 


aye him ah account of what had 


4 ig Hhich I defired him. to ſenc 


which'is the reaſon it has never reached her 


Hand.  Thegged alfo of this friend, to ſend 

me over 'what money 1 wanted, which he 

Did without delay, informing nie at the 
ame time, that e had ſent my letter . 
Boephia, purſuant to my orders. | 


In the mean time, I was treated with un- 


dommon | tenderneſs by the Duke de Bell- 
ville and his ſon. The latter propoſed to 
dome over to England with me. He had 


long an inclination to ſee this country; fot 
he had a great partiality for our manners 


and cuſtoms, and was acquainted with all 


the young Engliſhmen of rank that were 
in France. I now. waited. impatiently for 


an anſwer 


1 Sophia; upon the receipt of 
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o me, and mcloſed a letter for 


neciately.. This letter was directed 
to her, at her father's houſe in the country, 


reſolved inſtantſy to ſet fail fer . 
Y England. I daily enjoyed, by anticipation, - 
the ſoft pleaſures of meeting with her I moſt - 
loved, after fo cruel a ſeparation; but this 
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1 ed into a bene off unparal 


n 


diſtr eſs. 


The Marquis de Bellville had a | 
whom he was. very fond, and. indeed mx 
reaſon ; for every thing that nature could 
forth, moſt excellent in Mind, and perſons 
were in her united. 1 | 
All the ſentiments. that 18 * digni- 
fy the human. mind, were particularly her 83 
ſtrapger to art of every kind, her words 
and actions were full = thoſe. irreſiſtable 
graces, that dwell, wich beauty and inno- 
cence. Mademoiſelle, de Bellville lived in 
the houſe with her father. Her rank and 
beauty made her juſtly the admiration of 
our ſex, and the envy of her own. Wh 
Duke's. houſe was frequented by. the 
pal nobility. of France, each; of. them at. 
duous to gain the heart of bis fair daughter; 
put Mademoiſelle de Bellville: remained 
equally. indifferent to them all, Upon my 
firſt going to their houſe, I was preſented 
to this lady in the uſual forms. I muſt con- 
feſs to you, had not my heart been already 
fixed for ever, the appearange - and man- 
ners of Mademoiſelle de Bellyilie would have 
| Engaged, my whole attention. 

She honoured me with a AR notice. 
The footing I was upon with her brother, 
| pave me frequent. opportunities of conver- 
Ling with her. She ſeemed to take a par- 
tieular pleaſure | in liſtening | to the account 


1 iſe 8 
* 5 2 2 - 5 , 


Tee her ot all that bod . to me, 
and of the manners, cuſtoms, and govern- 
ment of our country. She was, I think, 
the moſt perfect. character I ever knew. 
Nature had dealt out to her with a profuſe 
hand, every quality t that « can adern a wor 
mam. . 1 2 | 
The time now grew near, whim the 5 
ine and I were to embark for England. 
I began to be very uneaſy at having no an- 
ſwer from Sophia, and reſolved to ſtay no 
longer in the cruel anziety into which ber 
hlence: plunged me: | | 
A few days before that peine for our 5 
Hepirtanty he Marquis de Bellville came 
into my apartment one morning, and em- 
_ bracing- me with his accuſtomed tenderneſs; 
my dear Horatio, ſaid he, am, going to- 
day upon a par of pleaſure, and Jar muſt 
beat me company. With all my beare, 
my dear Matquis; replied I. He Gen Told 
me, he was going to hunt a few miles ont 
of town, and intended to dine at a little 
country place, where we had often been 
together upon the like occaſion. Accord- 
angly we ſet out, and having hünted all he 
morning, we dame to the appointed place 
40: dinner. I 8bferved; the Marquis wa; 
more ſerious than uſual; I could not help 
rallying him upon it a jntle; at which he 
ſtemed diſpleaſed:; and, as I knew the im- 
'Þ 25 of his * TI ere o you 
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dhe diſcourſe any further. When 


1 dinner 

Was over, Monſieur de Bellville propoſed 
taking a walk into an adjacent wood, which 
was remarkable for the pleaſantneſs of its 


ſituation. As we went along the Marquis 
ſeemed buried in thought; till at laſt ſtop- 
ping ſhort on a ſudden, he ſpoke. to me in 
UE following manner,! 
Tam going, my dear a0 10 to gr ive 
yon a proof of my friendſhip, greater than 
any you have yet received. That, replied 
J, is hardly poſſible. ou will think diffe- 
rently, ſaid he, when you know what it is. 
Perceiving J liſtened attentively, he went 
on thus. I am going to make you a diſco- 
very, which will doubtleſs ſurpaſe and pleaſe 
you. Would you believe the cold - the 
Mademoiſelle de. Bellville loves you, Hora- 
tio. How! cried I, at once aſtoniſhed arid 
_afflifted. It is very true, reſumed: the Mar- 
quis; this is a ſecret 'F: ſhould: never have 
known from herſelf ; her delicacy would 
never have permitted her to declare it: but 
one of her women confeſſed it to me, who, 
being the ſavourite of her lady, was en- 
truſted with the knowledge of her paſſion 
for you. As I knew my fiſter's ſincerity 
was not inferior to her other virtues, I de- 
termined to know the truth of this from 
per own mouth. When F-firſt mentioned 
it to her, ſhe bluſh fa and attempted to 
deny; it.; but TY" De ac 


. 
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have ſaid: you have 
-— they will kant you how to act. Never, 
believe, was perplexity equal to mine. 


* vim * —— ſhe — 
owned to me, that you, Horatio, was the 
object of her tendereſt affection. She con- 
jured me upom her knees, not to betray her 
weakneſs to you: I promiſed her I would 


not; but as I find this paſfion has taken too 


deep a root in her breaſt euer to be effaced, 


I reſolved no longer to hide the knowledge 


of it from you. I ſhould wrong my ſiſters 


charms, H I eee pe to enforce what I 
jonour and generoſity 


1 Ah! my dear Marquis, ſaid: 11 how diſtreſs 


ful is the ſituation in which I find myſelf. 
Fam truly penetrated with the diſtingeiſh- 


ing mark of honour I have juſt now receiv- 


<d---but,” O Bellville! it is impoſſible for 


me Enough, enough, interrupted the Mar- 


quis, whoſe eyes ſparkled with indignation; | 


and this is the return you make me: my 


ſiſter, it ſeems, is unworthy your accept- 


ance. Alas! Bellville, replied I, you blame 
me moſt unjuftly ; Mz demoiſelle de Bell. 


ville deſerves all that heaven, in its utmoſt 


profuſion of bleſſings, can beſtow . but 
you know that I am A villain, re replied he 


fiercely. How! Bellville!----But do not 
hope, continued he, tranſported with rage, 


do not hope to boaſt of having reſuſed and 
infulted my ſiſter; this very moment ſhall 


: hi her, At theſe words. he drew his 


— „ — — — 
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7 ſword 1 nds af; my 38 1 
irureaties,, The great regard I had for him 
made me very unwilling to draw my ſword 
againſt him: but he waz too much enraged 
to liſten to any thing 1 ſaid; ſo that I was 
- obliged at laſt to draw in my own defence. 
The MarquisdeBellyile obſerving Lactedonly 


on the defenſive, grew more and more pro- 
voked; he puſhed at me with the utmoſt 


violence. I Kill endeavoured to parry his 
thruſts without: wounding him, till at laſt 
he aimed a blow at my heart, which I ſtriv- 

ing to avoid, my ſword unfortunately ſlipt 
and entered juſt below the ribs. Bellville 
had no ocker received this wound, than 


be fell dead at my feet. How ſhall I paint 


to you the horror, vthich at that inſtant took 
poſſeſſion of me! I ſtood gazipg on the dead 
Potty oof, my murdered friend a deep an- 
. filled my ſoul! de pair en ny 
+ ——] had not power to ſtir. einleben, 
5 labourers, who were workingat a 
be arty diſtance, came up at that inſtant. 
What have you done, Sir ? laid one of them 
id me. How did this ſad accident happen? 
It is no matter, replied I. I put myſelf in- 
20 your hands; 1 have killed the Marquis 
"te" Behlville. At theſe! words [I gave my 


o 8 * 
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{word to one of them, and ee —4 


. Felf imo their power, reſalv ing by my 
ueath to aenpfte hat of: my murdered 
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xerithan I can tell you, 
this occaſion. I threw. myſelf at his feet, 
* hink not, Sir, ſaid I, I am come to exte- 


fence," left with his own hand he ſhould 


R 


houſe. " Miiwfor's — was Gn "Guſt obje 
that mer his eyes, when we entered che 
tes of his b6tet. As he Was particularly 


* A 
fond of the Marquis, you will conceive bet» 
hat he felt upon 


nuate my crime; 'thefe guilty hands have 


ſpilt the blood of your unhappy ſoriz the 


grief yon feel cannot exceed the torments 


of my ſoul. I was procceding,! when tbe 


Duke ſtopt me, and, with a look of ines- 
sſlible rage, ordered me to leave his pre- 


ſooke: thar juſtice, which the laws of France 
would afford him againft ſo barbarous a 
murderer. I retired, unwilling to exaſpe: 


rate this too juſtly incenſed father. | was 


led into an apartment, where I was ſtrictly. 


'guarded; titta letter de cachet was procured 5 
by the Duke againſt me; and I was con- 
ducted into a dark and horrible dungeon, 


where 1 was-put in chains, as if F had been 


a common malefactor. Lexpreſſed my re- 
ſentment at this treatment: but my W. 
plaints were ineffectual; nor was it poſſible 5 


for me to have the leaſt redreſs. The Duke 


de Bellville, by his rank, bad an unbotind 


ed influence at court. e e 


I Was a foreigner, e an unpro+ 
teted: Beſides, the W de Bel 2 80 
84 e GE . ; | 10 | ent 


had Wenn neee favourite with bis ſa- 
3 it as therefore impoſſible for me 
ts expect the leaſt ſhadow. of merey . 
I muſt confeſs to you, all my teſolution 
ns hardly ſufficient to ſupport me in this 
_ ſhocking ſnuation. The dreary. darkneſs 
of my priſon; the horrors of an jgaom 
death, which, in all probability, would be 
preceded by the torments of the rack, tho 
greatly dreadful, were yet inferior 10. we 
excruciating pangs that rent my ſoul. 
When I conſidered myſelf as: the mur 
derer ob my friend; and the ruin of an illaf- 
trious family, Hooked upon myſelf with the 
utmoſt deteſtation. I became a prey to-eye- 
ry idea that give the deepeſt anguiſh to a 
feeling heart. Ahl cried:I, what thoughts 
muſt Mademoiſelle de Bellville entertain of 
a wretch, who, in return for the higheſt 
obligations, has murdered her brother, and 
changed a late happy family'1 imo a ſcene of 
i ne a, and diſtreſs ? | 
I reſolved, however, let the oft 
de what it would, never to declare the real 
cauſe: of my duel with the Marquis de Bell- 
ville. The eſteem and reſpect I had for 
-Midemeiſelle de Bellville, made me deter- 
mine to die à thouſand deaths, rather than 
let her ſuſpect that I was acquainted with 
the affection ſhe had for. me; ; und which, 
though through the unhappy 
E it, was s the Ane of alk y 
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A. Sophia bete 131 
leſtrmngs | regarded; as the higheſt diſ- 
tact ion any man could receive. N. 0 100b 
Among all the various ideas that tor⸗ 
mented me, that of my Soph 
uppetmoſt, ever moſt painful to me. 
haps, thought I, at this moment ſhe is of 


fering up a thouſand tender wiſhes for my 
return, whilſt 1; buried in a dungeo 
am loſt to every hope ob liberty or liſe: what 
will ſhe think when the fatal news ſhall teach 


18 depth, 


her, that Horatio ſuffered a ſnameful mas 
for the cons cure human. en be 
of? | 
fig þ ſpent three days in . N 
oeption only can reach. I curſed the arm 
that had ny the fatal inſtrument: of ſo 
much horror, and longed for the hour that 
ſhould finiſn my miſeries with my life. 
aw no creature but the goaler, "ws - 
bud ned: give me the leaſt knowledge af 


the proceedings againſt me. The dungeon 


abou hat confined had no light but what 
came in from a little hole in the wall, which 
enlyrlet im as much as gave me a proſpect 
of the frighiful place I was in, and ſeemed 
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iſon, followed by an officer, 
whom I ſoumi to be the lieutenant crimi- 
nelle. He ſeœmed moved at the tet 
condition in which he found me. He ap- 
peared to be a man of ſenſe and honour; 

be aſſured me he was extremely concerned 
at my ſufferings; but, ſaid he, the king 
Vas ſo tranſported with rage when he heard 


Pn of my 


the Marquis de Bellville (for whom he had 


a particular affe&tion) had fallen by your 
Hand, that he ordered you to be treated 
with the utmoſt ſeverity. The lieutenant 


of x ö | a man 'of+ faſhion; the king 
had determined to let me have à fair trial; 

and that he was come; by his Majeſty's or- 
1 to conduct me before my judges. He 


then made the goalet ſtrike off my chains, 
and Iwent with him in his coach! to the 


place appoĩmed for my trial⸗ * J 
| axtended ene de Reliville, 


dents! 3 i 24391 +) At Hi 2 180 


— — eee — dreadful condition into 
which the ſufferings I had e, ri 
reduced me, made it hardly: | 


-Dike:de 2 by 


_ ea Femed mags don me with ane 
of: En: ; but dhe king, unmaved, 


fou 0 way ny goaker opened che 


rible 


then informed me, that. in conſideration 


g holy that ſat upon my 
© 


4. ( 


— 
my 


_ threw a glance of rage upon” me, which 
Vas a ſufficient token of what I had to ex · 


men, who came up in th Very moment 


the Marquis de Bellvil 
ſwore all they knew againſt. me, which was 


which I in vain endeavoured to diſſemble; ; 


eyes: I ended with ſaying, I did not even 


ſentence was deferred till the next day 


was again conducted into court, and con- 


M6 Sophia Berk le, 3 


pect. The trial did not laſt Wg; the twůũ 


1 appeared and 


proof ſufficient of my guiſt. I made a very 
ſhort ſpeech. I told his Majeſty that atrifling 
diſpute had riſen between Monſieur de Bell 
ville and me; that he had drawn his ſxord 
firſt upon me; and that I had killed him 
unsvoſ udfy in my own defence. Whilſt 1 
was ſpeaking, I was ſeized with an emotion, 
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few tears in ſpite of myſelf ſtole into my 


wiſh for mercy, but that I hoped the cle- 
mency of the king would ſpare me from the 
ignominy of the rack. The whole court 
ſeemed' inclined to pity me; but the king 
was too much incenſed to be ſoftened. My 


ig 


I was conducted back to priſon ; but ies. 
the kindneſs of the lieutenant criminelle, ; i 
was. put into a' more tolerable one than that 
from which I came. © The next morning 


cm to be publickly beheaded. 

I was too well prepared for this ſentence 
to be either ſhocked or concerned at it. 
The firmneſs with which I liſtened to my 
condemnation, drew dears from every eye. 


ä 
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Several men of the firſt rank. threw them- 
ſelves at the king's. feet to implore mercy 
for me; but he was deaf to every voice 
but that of his. reſentment... _ 

The Duke de Bellville was not preſent: 
1 was told, he was moved even to tears 
When he heard 1: was. condemned, The 

unſeigned forrow I expreſſed for the murder 

of his ſon, convinced him his death was 
more my misfortune than my fault, and 
had not his affection for his dead ſon oblig- 
ed him to ſeek juſtice on his murderer, I 
do not doubt 4 he would haue eraſed 
in my behalf. 

9 allowed three days to prepare for 
death. I deſired leave to write to England, 
in order to ſettle my affairs there as well as 
I could at ſuch a diſtance, and after ſo long 
an abſence. I wrote to the friend I have 
already mentioned to you: I ſent; him a 
circumſtantial account of what had happen- 


cd to me. I begged of him to take upon 


him the adminiſtration of my affairs. I 
made over all my eſtate ta Sophia and her 
father (whoſe death I was ignorant of.) I 
excepted only a legacy, which I gave my 
friend as a mark of my gratitude for his 
trouble. I conjured him to ſoften the news 
of my death to Sophia as much as poſſible ; 
and not to let her know the manner of it, 
till the firſt ſhock ſhe would feel from it 
being over, ſhe was better able to hear the 
| | _ 
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: particulars of it. 1 ſhoiild have been glad | 
5 to have waited for an anſwer to this letter, . 
3 but this was a favour I could not obtain. by 
£ I could not refiſt a defire to know how 5 
s Mademoiſelle de Bellville had behaved upon 3 
e this trying occaſion ; but it was not very * 
er eaſy for me to have this curioſity ſatisfied. 1 
48 The day before that appointed for my ii 
d execution, fs lieutenant criminelle came to 1 
2 make me a viſit. He informed me, that 5 
7 | he had that morning been with the Duke Ty 
d de Bellville, who, he ſaid, was ſincerely | 
5 afflicted at my condemnation; and had de- pl 
dr ſired him to tell me from him, that he in- ſb 
3, | virely forgave me the cruel accident of which 1 
a8 I was the unhappy . 5 
8 I took this opportunity of enquiring after 1 
Te Mademoiſelle deBellville.- The lieutenant 5 
A told me that ſhe was inconſolable for the b 
n- death of her brother; that ſhe had remain- 
ned ſhut up in her apartment for many days, 
1 without ſeeing any body; and that ſhe was 
er that morning ſet out for a country-ſeat of 
31 her father's, a few miles diſtant from Paris. 
1 _ © Thelientenant then took his leave of me, 
is aſſuring me that he was truly concerned for 
vs my fate, and ſtill more fo from the know- 
>> ledge that he could be of no uſe to me. I 
it, | replied, that I was very ſenſible of his kind- 
it | neſs; and that I was prepared for death, 
he and ſhould meet it with the ſame calmneſs 
ti- x had heard 1 it Pronounced againſt me. He 


N 2 . then 
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then aſked me if I was defirous of any ſpi- 
ritual aſſiſtance: I told him my religion did 
not allow me to accept of any from their 
prieſts; and that I ſhould be contented. with 
| recommending myſelf into the hands of my 
U 453 to whoſe will I was fe an re- 
ed 
| N ſoon as I was alone, I Levant to com- 
poſe my thoughts as much as poſſible. I 
felt nothing terrible in the approach of death, 
unleſs the idea of being for ever ſeparated 
from the beloved object of my fondeſt hopes. 
The next morning about nine o'ciock, 
| the lieutenant criminen], attended by a com- 
pany of ſoldiers, came to conduct me to 
the place of execution. When we arrived 
there I -aſcended the ſcaffo id, which was. 
ſurronnded by guards. EY” 
Tembraced the en 55 returned 
him my ſincereſt thanks for bis politeneſs I 
Had received from him. I then made the 
vival preparations to receive. the fatal blow. 
I told the executioner what ſignal I would 
make him to ſtrike; ard knefing before 
the block, I poured out my ſoul to him in 
_ whoſe preſence it was ſhortly to appear. 
Juſt as T was preparing to give the ap- 
pointed ſignal, I heard a prodigious. noiſe 
among the people ; and raiſing my head to 
to ſee what was the matter, I ſaw one of 
the king's officers making his way through, 
me crows, and ryirg out with a loud voice, 
Grace, Y 
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and re 
Kin g. which being granted he threw him 
fel at his Majeſty s feet, and begged of 


him 


officer having now mounted the ſcaffold, 
ſhewed the lieutenant an order, ſigned by 
the king, to return with his priſoner, and 
bring him immediately before him. The 
heutenant teſtified the utmoſt joy at this. 


Heaven, ſaid he, intereſts inſelf in your 


preſervation ; I doubt not. but the king has 


repented of his ſeverity, and intends to grant 
you your life. You may believe I was im · 


patient to know the ſtrange cauſe of my 
being reprieved, at the very inſtant when I 


expected nothing but the ſtroke of death. _ 
When we arrived at the palace, we alighted, Bs 


and I was conducted before his Majeſty. 


How comes it, Horatio, ſaid the king to | 


me in a mild tone of voice, that you did 


not tell us, you was not the perſon who. 
flew the Marquis de Bellville? _ 


I was confounded at theſe words. -Yaiir 
Majeſty, faid I, chuſes to amuſe yourſelf 
with me. The king replied, that the affair 


in queſtion was of too ſerions a nature to 


admit of any raillery. I entreated his Ma- 


jeſty to explain his words, which were to 
me perfect riddles. I was then informed, 
that a few minutes after I was led to the 
place of execution, a ſtranger had appeared 


wt” 5 3 5 


jred an immediate audience of the 


N 3 
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Grace, grace! I was ſtruck with the a 
" amazement at this unexpected event. The 
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him inſtantly to ſend and ſtop my execu- 


tion; for that he, and not I, had murdered 

the Marquis de Bellville, The king at firſt 
heſitated, whether he ſhould give credit to 
this ſtranger” s words; but he perſiſting po- 
ſitively in my innocence and his own guilt, 


he ſent to defer my death till this my ſterious 


affair was cleared up. 
No amazement, [I believe, ever equalled 


mine. I aſſured his Majefty, I was quite 


at a loſs to penetrate the meaning of what I 


had heard; that it was no other arm but 


mine that had killed the Marquis de Bell- 


| ville: but I begged to ſee the perſon who 
ES pc undertaken to ſave my life at the ex. 


xnce'of his own. 


At theſe words, the king ordered ons 


his guards to go and fetch. the ſtranger ; ; 


and turning. to me with a frown, Do not 


flatter yourtelf, ſaid he, to elude my reſent- 
ment: this appears to me to be. ſome con- 
trivance to impoſe upon , but do not 
hope to ſucceed, © 
I proteſted, that I was as 8 of this 
affair as his Majeſty, and that I did not va- 
8 toe life enough to buy it by a baſe artifice. 
I had hardly ended theſe words, when 


e the officer ed. leading with him a 
gentleman of a remarkable graceful appear: 


ance; but of whom I had not the ſmalleſt 


a Fo : knowledge. Ab! Horatio, (ſaid he, com- 


ing up to me with a manner as if we had 
| i been 


ü . ³˙ OR HOY 
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been long acquainted) this is too much, this 
is the very extravagance of friendſhip; you 

muſt not die for me- No, Horatio. I would 
not keep a life, purchaſed at the expence of 
an innocent and too generods fiiend. I 

locked upon the perſon who ſpoke theſe 
words with aſtoniſhment, which prevented 
me Tomi making any reply. The unknown 

then chrowing himſelf at the king's feet; 
permit me, Sir, ſaid he, to clear up to 
your Majeſty all theſe circumſtances, 'which 
make this affair appear ſo intricate, If I do 
not convince you beyond a doubt, that I am 
the real murderer of the Marquis de Bell- 
ville, ' am ready to undergo 1 puniſn- 
ment which an attempt to impoſ upon your 

Nageln, would deſer ve... 

The king then ordered him to proceed 3 
but take care, ſaid he ſternly; do not trifle 
with me, leſt you meet with a puniſhment 
more ſevere than death. Every ear was 

no attentive. As for me, I could hardly 
believe that what I heard and ſaw was real. 
The unknown then {poke in the tende. 
ing ,, nor dr 

My name is Clerimont; Fo was. ; ba} in 

| the ſame place that gave birth to Horatio: 5 
Ve contracted from our infancy an inviola- 
ble- friendſhip, . of which Horatio has juſt 
given a very extraordinary proof. We als. 

Ways lived together in the ſtricteſt intimacy. 
* Happened once an occaſion e 5 
; e itlelf, 
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E itſelf, in which I had an opportunity of ſav- 
ing Horatio's life, by expoſing my own : I 
- will not tire your Majeſty ne a a particular 
account of this affair. 
This action of mine made a very ſtrong 
impreſſion on the generous and grateful 
Horatio; he looked upon me as the pre- 
+ ferver of his life; and it is to this, I now 
owe his deſire of laying it down to ſave 
mine. It happened about a year and a half 
ago, Horatio was ſet upon by ſome robbers, 
and, as all his friends imagined, murdered : 
|  butit ſeems they had carried him half dead 
on board their veſſel; and, when he reco- 
vered, they made a llave of him, as he has 
ſince told me. Three months after this 
unhappy affair, I came into this country to 
finiſh my travels, where I have remained | 
ever ſince. About ſix weeks ago, I hap- 
pened very fortunately. to meet Horatio, | 
whom I long imagined dead. He related 
to me what had befallen him; he told me 
in what manner he had met with, and was | | 


treated by the Marquis de Bellville, and | 
offered to introduce me to this young no- i 
bleman ; to which 1 very readily conſented. ] 
The Marquis received me with a Pins 
and good breeding peculiar to him: 


I uſed generally to accompany Horatio | 
and: him, in all their parties of pleaſure. I | 
was with them when this melancholy affair || 
e We were all three walking to- 

. 
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gether after dinner; there aroſe a trifling 
_ diſpute between the Marquis de Bellville 
and me, The Marquis, being extremely 
| paſſionate, drew his ſword: I did the ſame, 
and we fought a conſiderable time, not- 
withſtanding the endeavours Horatio made 
to part us. At laſt, I gave the Marquis a 
wound, of which he inſtantly expired, and 
I: myſelf fainted with the loſs of blood I had 
ſuſtained from a large wound I had received 
in my ſide. | Horatio took that opportunity, 
as I have ſince learned, to tell the two men 
who at that moment came up to us, that it 
was he who had killed the Marquis de Bell- 
ville, and that I had received my wound as 
Il vas endeavouring to part them. To make 

this look the more probable, he dipt his 
ſword in blood. The men, not doubting 
what he ſaid, conveyed me to a little houſe 
not far off, and carried Horatio, 1 
with the marquis's dead body, to the duke's 
bötel. As they went along, Horatio con- 
jured them not to ſay they had found a third 
_ perſon preſent ; for that his friend, though 
innocent, might be brought into trouble. 


He offered them a large purſe of gold, if 


they would keep this part of the affair an 
entire ſecret. 'Theſe men, who were very 
poor, gladly accepted the money, and fol- 
lowed their directions punctually. Horatio, 
forbid them likewiſe to inform me of what 
n + he ordered them to tell me, 
IJ | that 
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that he had abſconded till the affair was 
cleared up, and that he had prevailed on 
them for a large ſum of money, to ſwear 


that we had both of us made our eſcape 
before they could ſeize us. All this they 


related to me, following Horatio's dire : 
ons exactly. They likewiſe told me, that I 
might remain concealed in the place where 
I was, till my wound was wel] enough to 
ſtir: and then they adviſed me to make the 
beſt of my way to England. I gave credit 
to all this, as indeed it _ have e er 


an 
— grew well, the wound: Thad re- | 
ceived being but dight. I was a little ſur- 


pPriſed at Horatio's leaving me in the diſtreſs 


I was in; but I conſidered, his ſtaying could 


be of no uſe to me, and might have endan- 
gered his own life. I gave the poor men 
great part of the money I had about me, 
+ which luckily was not inconſiderable. I 
could not help expreſſing to them my ſor- 


row, for having ſo unhappily killed the 
Marquis de Bellville. Upon my ſaying this, 


they ſeemed amazed. How! ſaid they, was 


it you that killed him? This queſtion ſur- 


priſed me: I deſired them to explain their 
meaning; upon which they told me the 
above particulars. I was at once aſtoniſhed 


and afflicted at this romantic piece of gra- 


titude in Horatio: I reſolved, however, 
he ſhould not execute his intention. I told 


appear the truth: then addreſſing himſelf to 
ag la Horatio, faid he, you carry 
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the men the real ſtate of the caſe, and in- 
treated them, as they valued the peace of 


their own conſciences, to make oath of the 
truth before your Majeſty, which they are 


ready to do. Here Clerimont ſtopp'd. 
My amazement increaſed. in proportion 
to every word he ſpoke. The king then 
commanded the men to be brought in. 
Gueſs what I felt, when theſe people, falling 
on their knees before the king, intreated 


5 bis pardon for having concealed Pat of Bag 


truth. 
They then related every circumſtance in 


N the manner Clerimont had done; they faid 


they had found him in the manner he had 
declared, but that I had aſſured them that 
I was the guilty perſon, and had given them 
a purſe of gold, which they ſhewed the king, 
to engage them not to own there was an 
one concerned in the duel beſides myſelf. 
The king, after having reprimanded them 
ſeverely for their diſengenuity, in an affair 
of ſo much conſequence, ordered them to © 
withdraw. He then turned to me; Well, 
Horatio, ſaid he, what do you fay to this? 
I declared to his Majeſty, that all he had 
heard was a contrivance of this noble ſtran- 
gerr whoſe face Ihad never before beheld. I 
ſhall leave your Majeſty to judge, ſaid Cle- Bb 
rimont, whether what I have ſaid does not 


— 
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this too far. Von have done enough, and 
it is wronging my friendſhip to imagine I 
will ſuffer you to lay down your life for 
mine. We continued ſome time, the one 
perſiſting, the other denyipg. At laſt the 
king bethought himſelf of an expedient, that 
might throw ſome light upon this intricate 
affair. He diſpatched one of his officers to 
the Duke de Bellville, with an order to come 
immediately to him. We ſhall know from 
him, faid.the king, whether he ever knew 


or ſaw this Clerimont, or whether he ever 
heard his ſon name kim: Whilſt the officer 


was gone upon this errand, the unknown 


appeared greatly agitated. The officer ſoon 
returned, and brought word that the Duke 
was not well; and therefore begged to be 


excuſed from attending his Majeſty. He 
added, that having informed him of the 
circumſtances of this affair, he, the Duke, 


ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ordered him to tell 


the king, that he knew. nothing. of this 
ſtranger, nor had ever heard his ſon name 
him; but that it was poſſible the Marquis, 
who was. acquainted with ſeveral Engliſh 
gentlemen, might have known him, with- 
out having mentioned him to his father. 

The appearances now were more and 


more perplexed. The king began to grow 


out of patience, I fee, ſaid he, angrily, you 
have invented this ſtory to amuſe my wrath, 


"i 1 am not to be dallied with: I then 
— 
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threw myſelf at his feet. I aſſured him, 


with the moſt ſolemn proteſtations, that 1 
was the murderer of Bellville. Clerimont 
did the ſame; and added, that he wondered 


his Majeſty ſhould heſitate to give credit to 


the proofs he had produced of his aſſertion. 


The king now was incenſed beyond mea- 


| (ure: I perceive, faid he, with a furious 
look, you would fave yourſelves; and dif- 
appoint my vengeance ;- but your artifices 
ſhall not ſucceed. By your own confeſſion, ' 


you are both guilty. I doubt not but you 


were both concerned in the death of my 


dear Bellville; and expect by this affected 
generoſity, to eſcape the puniſhment due 


to your crime. Let them both die, conti- 
nued he, raiſing his voice, A thouſand 


lives, ſuch as theirs, could not pay me for 


the: loſs of him whom they have murdered. 


Conduct them to the place of execution, 


ſaid he, turning ſternly to the lieutenant- 
criminelle. A general diſcontent appeared 
in every countenance at this ſevere ſentence, 


but no one dared offer a word in our be- 


* 


to the execution of his office. 


half. The lieutenant proceeded unwillingly 


Dis well, Sir! ſaid Clerimont to the 
king; an hour will come, when your Ma- 
jeſty will repent this ill. judged ſeverity.” Say- 
ing theſe words, he went out of the room, 
and 1 followed him, attended by an infinite 
number of ſpectators, whom this extraordi-/ 
—_— nary 
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vary affair had drawn together to ſee us. 


When we were ſeated in the lieutenant's 


coach, I fixed my eyes ſtedfaſtly upon the 
unknown, but I could not diſcover the 


ſmalleſt traces of any thing I bad ever ſeen, 
I conjured him to-tell me who he was, and 
from what impenetrable motive, he had 


acted the amazing ſcene to which I had ſo 
lately been a witneſs. All my imreaties 


were ineffectual: he only replied, that 1 
knew him, though I pretended the contra- 
ry. We were now arrived at the place of 
execution: when we got upon the ſcaffold, 


me unknown itſiſted ſo eagerly upon being 


the firſt to ſuffer, that I conſented he ſhould, 
upon condition he would let me know Who 
he was; and to whom I owed: ſo untom- 
mon an obligation as the deſire of loſing 
his life, though innocents: for the Rn, 
tion-of mine . 02 nien 
He then took a Peel "from: hos potket, 
and wrote a word or two on piece of pa- 
per, which he folded up and gave me, with 
a ſtrict injunction not to open it, ul 1 ſaw 
his head ſevered from his ſhoulders. With 
this requeſt I reſolved. to comply, tho' my 
impatience. waz exceſſide, to: ſee whatiwas 
there wrote, ſrom which! Lexpeficd:tq ' 


| myſterious to me. 1 10 ©x 8 cg © 
. Cleriment no-] W hinaſ@lF w we- 
ceiye the fatal blow: "ul * on 33 n 
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paint the horror and ſurprize that filled me; 
when, as he was fixing his head upon the 
block, in the poſture. which the executioner 
thought moſt convenient, I beheld a maſk, 
tmads fo artificially, as to reno a human 
face, fall to the ground, and diſcover 
the lovely features of Madenviſelle de 
Beliville! | 
Let your own imaginations fepteſent to 
7% what I felt Il catched the fainting 
Hair one in my arms. Every ſide reſpunded 
with acelamations: the mob ruſhe d tumul- 
tuouſly round us, in ſpite of the vards that 
were planted on the ſcaffold. Mademoi- 
felle de Bellville was ready to fink into the 
earth with ſhame and cenfuſion, at being 
in this manner diſcovered and expoſed to 
the eager gazings of the aſtoniſhed mul. 
eee 
The lieutenant-criminelle, whoſe won- 
| der was not inferior to mine, entreated us 
to get again into his coach, which we did 
with the utmoſt difficulty. The people 
followed us with loud huzzas all the way. 
As we went along, I conjured the lieutenant 
to ſtop at his own houſe, which was in our 
way, and carry Mademoiſelle de Bellville 
into it, that ſhe might recover her fainting 
fpirits, which the fright and agitation. ſhe 
had undergone, had almoſt overcome her. 
The lieutenant took my advice, and con- 
ducted Mademoiſelle de Bellville into an... 
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5 apartment, where he left her in the care of 


one of his nieces who lived with him. We 
then proceeded. to the palace. I know not, 


ſaid the lieutenant, what effect this may 


have upon the king; but I think he will 


hardly ſend you to the ſcaffold a third time. 


As ſoon as we were admitted to the king's 3 


preſence, 'I threw myſelf at his feet, and 


related what had juſt happened; to the 


truth of which, the lieutenant and all the 


other officers bore teſtimony. His Majeſty 


liſtened to my diſcourſe with a ſurprize mix- 


ed with admiration. When I had ended, 


he raifed me with great condeſcention. I 
ſee. Horatio, ſaid he, yon are the immedi- 
ate care of Heaven; nothing but its interpo- 


ſition could have ſaved you from death. 1 


will no longer difpute its will: I. not only 


pardon you, continued he, but I will do 


every thing. in my power, to make you 
amends far the ill treatment you have re- 
ceived. When the king had pronounced 
theſe words, he embraced me very graci- 
ouſly; and turning to the people, Who, 


ſaid he, would not have been Horatio, to 


have been ſo ſaved! He then diſmiſſed me, 


and recotnmended me to the care of the - 


lientenant-criminelle, I went with him to 
his houſe, where the firſt idea that preſented 


itſelf to me, was to pour my warmeſt ac- 


knowledgments at the feet of my fair deli- 


yerer.. But I was informed, _ the had forbid, 


* NG 
{4 * ; 2 J 5 PR E 
of 0 4 


any 


2 


Mi Sophia Berkley. 149 
any one to approach her, and I did not dare 


attempt to diſobey her commands. I ſpent 


all that night in a thouſand perplexing re- 


flections. The amazing generoſity of Ma- 
demoiſelle de Bellville, called for my moſt 
tender gratitude. The proof I had receiv- 
ed of her affection for me, was too evident 
to allow me to pretend to be ighorant of it. 


Mademoiſelle de Bellville had offered herſelf 


a voluntary ſacrifice for me----ſhe loved me, 
it was plain. Could I do leſs than put my 
fate into her hands? But in what manner to 


dd this? Would it not wear the ait of pre- 


ſumption in me, to ſuppoſe I Was penny 
to her happineſs Could I, already engage 


offer my Rand to thother?- Yer how- Was 


to oil it, without appearing the moſt 
contemptible of men? I reſolved to leave 


the determination of this to the genetons 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville. She was per- 
fectly well acquainted with my engagements 
to Sophia. I had therefore every thing to 


hope from her <xalted' deticacy. To her | 


owed my life. To her therefore I ought to 


tefer the diſpoſal of it. 


-: + Feonld not hel entertainit'g ſoit fears, 


Eft the Duke de Bellvilte ſhould ſhow any 
- 8iſpleaſure to his daughter, for having thus 


Expoſed herfelf for the murderer of her 
- bi6ther, ? As for) as the morning came, I 


went to- his hotel, and 'entreated him to 


2. of 


vs; he 


2 favour me * a moment x audience: this 
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he pranted. - I ſound him uſt. riſen. from 
his bed, and ſeemingly_ind:ſpoſed, - T ap- 
proached him with reſpect, mingled with 
fear and remorſe; I threw myſelf on my 
knees, and ſpoke in the ſollowing manner: 
Fou have doubtleſs been informed, Sir, 
of the very extraordinary manner in which 
I have been ſaved from death. The king 
has granted me his pardon—I dare not even 
hope to obtain your's: yet, believe me, 
Sir, the Marquis de Bellville was hardly 
dearer to bis father than to me; you have 
it yet in Four power.to revenge his death 
At theſe words, I opened my beſom, and 
offered the Duke my ſword; Strike, ſaid , 
ſtrike the murderer of your. ſon ; and, 
Heve me, my own death will not give me 
half the pain his has coſt me, 
. The manner in which I ſpoke theſe wouls 5 
convinced the duke that they were the ſen · 
timents of my heart. He fixed his eyes 
upon me for ſome time; then raiſing me 
from. the ground, Horatio, ſaid he, I am 
ſatisfied. Your behaviour convinces me, 
that you are the moſt generous of men. I 
know too well, that my ſon's violent and 
ungovernable temper drew upon him the 
unfortunate accident that has coſt me ſo 
many miſerable hours. Your ſufferings have 
| already exceeded your crime, or rather 
- misfortune. | I have done all that the duty 
of a 1 exacis of me. Let 1 me nom 2 | 
what 


- 
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what is due to your virtne and generoſity. 
At theſe words, the Duke took me in his 
arms: come, . Horatio, continued he, let 


us endeavour to forget what has paſſed. 1 
will look upon you henceforward as my 


ſon. Ah! my lord, replied I, tranſported 


* 


* 


witk joy and gratitude; how greatly does 


your goodneſs go beyond what Idared hope? 

The remorſe I felt for Bellville's death, ruſh- 

ed upon me at that moment, even ſtronger - 
if poſſible, than I had felt it before. The _ 
duke obſerved my agitation. Enough, :Ho- 

ratio, ſaid he, what is done is irremediable: 

he then turned the diſcourſe upon his daugh- 


ter. He expreſt ſome little reſentment at 


the idea of her having. thus expoſed herſelf 8 
to the eyes of all France: but, ſaid he, the - 


generoſity and noble courage ſhe has ſhown, 


muſt plead her excuſe for what would other: 
wiſe appear the heighth of extravagance and 


impudence? The duke aſked, whether I 


was informed of the manner in which his 
daughter had formed and executed her 


plot. I told him I was not; and that the ſto; 
ry whichſhe had told the king, and the pro- 


had related it, were the objects of my great. . 
eſt curiofity and admiration. Laſt night, _ 
| ſaid the duke, I had a particular account of 
it from her woman, who,. it, ſeems, was the 
confident and manager of the whole... You, 


* 


may, perhaps, chuſe to hear it from her 
oyn month; and I make no doubt but ſhe 


will, 


bability of the circumſtances with which ſhe. - 


* 
* 
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will, without heſitation, repeat it to yon. 
Jam going, added he, to the houſe of the 
_Heurenant-criminelle; for, I know my daugh- 
ter is afraid to return home, till ſhe is aſſur- 
ed of my forgiveneſs. Ah ! Sir, ſaid I, for 
heaven's ſake, let Mademoiſelle de Bellville 
know how deeply I am penetrated with the 
| Yenſe of her goodneſs. You ſhall tell her 
yourſelf, replied the duke, for I expect to 
find you here at my return. He then or- 
dered one of his ſervants to tell Marianne 
{which was the name of Mademoitelle de 
Bellville's woman) to cothe up; and as ſoon 
as ſhe came up into the room, he left us. 
Marianne was à very pretty gonitee] young 
woman. She entered into converſation with 
me, with great politeneſs, The diſcourſe 
ſoon turned upon the late extraord nary 
' tranſaGtion, of which ſhe ave the following 
account, * | 
Here, "roy Shes Conſtantia, you muſt 


allow me to ſtop; for I have already made 
my letter of an uncemmen length. Tou 
may gueſs what different emotions I ſuffered, 
1 It 2p whillt Horatio was ſpeaking; What 1 felt for 
Nimm in the tempeſt; on the ſcaffold, and in 
. every ſcene through which- he. paſſed. 
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| will reſume the thread of my Horatio "nh 
| adventures, without any previous 'dif- 
courſe; for I imagine you are more impa- 
to hear that than any thing elle I can 
HS 
2 I beaded of Marianne to ſeat herfelf by 
me, which ſhe did, and oke to me as 
follows: 
I was no ſtranger to the pang Mademot- 
8 ſelle de Bellville had for you. ' She had en- 
truſted we with it from the Peg ſhe 
had reſolved never to reveal this ſecret to 
any one but me. The anxiety and inward 
pain I ſaw her ſuffer from it, determined 15 
me to acquaint her brother with it. When 
 *F Mademoiſelle de Bellville found I had be- 
| trayed her in this manner, ſhe reproached 
me ſeverely for this breach of confidence. 
L loved her too well, not to be exceſſively 
| forry at having incurred her diſpleaſure. 1 
| ſoon convinced her, that what I had done, 
5 proceeded rather trom my affection for her, 
than from a voluntary breach of traſt, Se 
forgave my indiſcreet zeal, (for ſo it proved) _ 
under a ſtrict promiſe, that I would never - 
again betray any _ ſecret with which the 
intruſted me. She then told me (a eir- 
cumſtance I was before AR of) that 
you was engaged to a lady in Eng- 
| Wn” I now Nene of what I had 
; ane, but! it was too late; Mademoiſelle 3 
8 Bellville 
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_ Bellville conjured her brother not to give 
you the ſmalleſt hint of what he knew: be 
promiſed her he would mog; you only. know 
whether he kept his word$or not. 

A few days after the unfortunate: duel be- 
tween you and the Marquis de Bellvilte hap- 
pened, Mademoiſelle de Bellville was ſtruck 
with the utmoſt horror when thggnew | 
reached her ears. Her concern Wr the loſs 1 

of her brother, though exceſſwe, was yet 

ignferior to her diſtreſs, when ſhe conſidered 
pou as his murderer, and foreſaw all the 
=> conſequences attending this raſh deed. She 

-—_ _ gave herſelf up to the moſt immoderate 

grief, In the ſpace of a few days, you was 

tried and condemned. The firmneſs. and 
nobleneſs of your behaviour drew upon you 
the compaſſion and admiration ef every one. 

Paris reſounded with your praiſes, and with 

murmurs at the king's ſeverity. When 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville was. informed 

of your condemnation, - ſhe. abandon- 
ed herſelf to deſpair... Ah L Marianne, 
ſaid ſhe, I fear I have, been. the ſubject 
bol this unfortunate quarrel. My brother has 
certainly revealed. to Horatio my love for 
bim. Horatio perhaps urged his engage- 

> ment with another, and my ' brother's im- 

3 petuous temper has drawn on the duel. It 

Vas impoſſible for me to perſuade her this 
| -.:- was not the caſe; ſhe had taken i it ſtrongly 

7; into her head. His . ſaid the, SOT 
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not Tuffer him to dedlure' We but he ſhall 


not have the glory of being generous alone; 
Iwill ſave his life, or die with him. Mari: 
anne, continued. ſhe, I ant your aſſiſtance: 
you have now an opportunity to convince 
me, by your fidelity, in what I am going 


to employ you in, that ydur ſorrow for hav- 


e betrayecdl me, was ſindere. 1 
aſfured her, I was ready to ſerve her even 


8 at the expence of 5 life, and that no 


power on earth ſhould influence: me to be 
tray the / truſt ſne repaſed in me. She ſeems» 
ed ſatisfied with my proteſtations. We 
have no time to loſe, my dear Marianne, | 
faid ſhe, the project I: have formed muſt 


be executed without delay. The firſt thing 
we muſt do, is to find out ſome diſguiſe for 

ine, ſo that no body may be able to know 
me. That, replied I, will be difficult. You 


may eaſily conceal your perſon ; but how 
can you diſguiſe your face? No artifice can 
effectually Ade ante lovely features. TOs 
replied. ſhe; I is my | greateſt! difficulty, At 


that moment | berhopghtcanylelf: of Lale 
happy expedient. I recollected I had a cou n 
in Paris, who was very ingenidus, and had © - 7 
found out a method of making maſks. = 


perfeAiylike.a human face, that it was im- 
poſſible for any one! to re the cheat. 
e had got a great dea money by-this 
nv hu che uſed ito; make them für the 
dale rade; and the; W 
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© oned by the odd miſtakes people made in 
_ hoſe A i drew an univerſal encou- 
ragement upon him, from all W who 
| frequented thoſe places. 

I mentioned this to Mademoi telle = Bell- 
ville, who applauded me extremely for the 
lucky thought, She conjured me to go in- 
ſtantiy to him, and order him to make one 
of theſe maſks, according to the directions 
the gave me; after which, faid ſhe, run 
inſtant to 2 taylor, and order him to make 
a ſuit of cloaths for a relation of yours, who. 
35 much about your own ſtature; they will 
WET me, for there is not much difference in 
dur perſons. I was very anxious to know 
time uſe ſhe intended to make of thoſe things, 
- - but ſhe refuſed to ſatisfy my curioſity till 
they were done, and in her poſſeſſion. 1 
went without delay ta my couſin's, and or- 
dered him to make one of - theſe: maſks 
for an acquaintance of mine, who was going 
upon a frolick: 'you muſt make haſte, ſaid 
85 ſaid L otherwiſe it will be of; no uſe. The 
"3 n for whom it is, will reward your 
= expedition.” My couſin was very deſirous 
ol knowing for whom it was intended; but 
[I told him, I was not permitted to diſcloſe 
the gentleman's name, I then hurried: to 
ite taylor, to whom I told a very plauſible 
ſtory: both my couſin and he promiſed 
do get the yard ready that day; and ap- 
8 n me wo deten thein i: At" en o'clock 
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de Bellville, Who was. en pleaſed 
with my diligence.  _ 1 (2 


To facilitate the execution of, my ſcheme, 
faid ſhe, I muſt pretend to go to-morrow: 0 
my father's country ſeat, and mw muſt find 


me ſome ſecret. place to 8 a This I. 
promiſed her I would do hen a poor 


3 honeſt woman, who had a little Sans ol juſt 


out of Paris; and here I propaleddhe ſhould | 
ſtay as long as ſhe pleaſed. 


There yet remains the moſt. difficult — 
of all, continued Mademoiſelle de Bellyille, 
and without which, all we have yet done 


will be of no ſervice, and that is, to find 


out the men who came up to Horatio when 
he killed my brother, and appeared againſt 
him at his trial. Indeed; Madam, ſaid I, 1 
know not how to bring this about. Ah! 


Marianne, replied Mademoiſelle de Bellville, 


do not refuſe. me your aſſiſtance, without 

which I can do nothing. Madam, :nſwer- 
od 3 you can but point out the method 
of finding them, I will readily undertake it. 
Jam as much at a loſs as you, ſaid ſhe; but 


as they are poor men who work hereabouts 1 
in the fields, I ſhould imagine you might 2 


find them by enquiring.. I aſſured her I 


Vould do my utmoſt endeayours; but I told . 
her, my heart foreboded ſome fatal conſe: 


guence would come of her undertaking; 


Never t trouble Four: head W MG. faid 
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myſelf into any misfortu 


Tho AE Ex r AES of | 
le de Bellviil>, with a ſeverity 


In her lock, which I had never before ſeen 


her aſſume; ſollow my directions, and leave 
the conſequence to me: whatever happens, 

I will take care you ſhall not ſuffer. The 
air wich which ſhe {poke theſe worde, pier. 
iced me to the foul.” The native ſweelnefs 


and gentleneſs of her temper, made the diſ- 


-aſure ſhe then ſtie wed me appear more 
rerrible to me. Ah! Madam, ſaid I, with 
tears in my eyes, do not wrong me ſo much, 
as to imagine it is the fear of what may 
happen to me, chat makes me unwilling to 
engage in this affair: I only dread leſt you 


fſmquld involve yburſelf in any misfortune; 
and I ſhould never forgive myſelf for being 
Ainſtrumental to it. Mademoiſelle de Bell- 
Vvuille, in a mernent, reſumed her accuſtom- 
ed goodneſs, My dear Marianne, faid ſhe, 


I believe what you ſay; but fear nothing. 
1 hall: take! wif net to Urav either you or 

rtane; do not there- 
fore any longer oppoſe thy: teſolution;-for 
202 power on earth can obſige me to forget 


it. All Taſk of you is, re 1 2 vous far 
LE as lies in your power: I then ſet my inven- 


tion w work to find out theſe men. I went 
"br the woman: at whoſe houſe 1 intended 
| Mademoiſelle de Bellville thould lodge. 1 
told her a relation of mine was coming te 


EY 1 fa a. 1 „K or tue at her houfe, tiff k ki 
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lodging. 1 aſked her; by way of diſtoi 


whether ſhe knew any thing of the two men 
who had ſound the dead body of: the Marquis - 


de Bellville and had carried it, together auh 
the perſon who killed him, to the dyke's 
hotel. I know one of them very well, ſaid 


the old woman, he comes ſometimes to 


my houfe; for he uſed to work in my 
grounds. I am deſirous, anfweted J, te 


hear from himſelf an account of this melan · 
choly affair. The old woman told me he 
would be at her houſe that very evening. 


and that ſhe would keep him till I came. 1 
then returned to Mademoiſelle de Bellville; 


to tell her what I had done: : ſhe embraced 
me for my good news. Well, ſaid ſhe; I 
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muſt ſee this man, but I muſt firſt be dl Es 


guiſed, ſo that he may not Know me: when 


you fee him this evening, tell him your: rec 


lation has likewiſe a curioſity of hearing an 


account of this affair; bid him bring with 


bim his fellow-labourer, who was working 


with him, and came up (tho' too late to my 
brother s aſſiſtance at the ſame time. 


Where will you ſee them, madam? Ci 


| L wondering what ſtrange deſign ſhe had 44 
in her head. At the old woman's houſe to; Y 
morrow at twelve o'clock, replied Mar-. 
demoiſelle de Bellville. I executed theſe 
orders, which I did not dare dſobey, tho”. 1 


trembled for their conſequemoes. 


bound the man. Alter talkirg to him ſome 
EC bh 2 i; time 
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time, I told him the ſtory of my relation's 
wanting to ſee him, as well as me. As he 
is very generous, ſaid I, he will probably 
give you ſomething for your trouble in re- 
1 the affair to him; ſo you had better 

ng yonr companion with you, and he 

may get ſomething too. The poor man 
ſeemed very thankful, and promiſed to 
come with his fellow-labourer at the ap- 
pointed hour. As ſoon as I gave Madem- 
oiſelle de Bellville an account of this, ſhe 
deſired me to go to my couſin's, and the 
taylor's, and haſten them as much as poſ- 
 fible. She gave me money to pay them 
both. Accordingly, at ſaven o'clock 1 
went to. them; and found the cloaths and 
the maſk. quite ready. I paid for them, 
and rewarded my couſin and the taylor 
„ Very handſomely for the haſte they had 
7 1 The 8 ſeemed ſurptized at 
my refuſing to let him carry his work home; 
but I made fo artful an excuſe, that he had 
not the leaſt ſuſpicion.” I wrapped up the 
cloaths in as little a compaſs as I could. I 
faſtened the maſk fo well under my upper 
petticoat, that no one could perceive I had 


; 12 thing more about me than uſual. I then 


rods the beſt ol my way home, trembling. 

leſt any body body ſhould ſee me, and dig; 

cover what I had carried. I came into thi. 

hotel by a back-door. and was coming q 
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5 Bellville 


Will ſet out at fix o'clock for the good 
woman's houſe. I again intreated Madem- 
oiſelle de Bellville- io tell me what was the _ 
; Meme ſhe" meditated.” Ton thall know tow 

27 ee an 5 


* 
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Bellville's apartment; when, tö my inex- 


preſſible ſurprize, I met the duke, who had 
dee to ſee _ e you may Helteve 


e 


L dat nete 4* Bellville | ho- e 
had eſcaped being found out. Well, faid 
he, ſmiling, heaven favours my defign. 


My father has been with me. I told him 1 
was reſolved to go to-morrow morning . 


early to the country, and that I ſhould tak 
only you with me. To this he immediate 


ly conſented, ſaying he would follow me in 
a few days; but before that time, my 
ſcheme will be executed. Come, continued 
ſne, lock the door, and let me try my 
thiogs. They all fitted exackly, eſpecially 
the maſk, which was made to faſten an be- 
hind at the roots of the hair ſo dextroufly, 
that it was- impoſſible for any body to ſut* 
it was artificial. Mademoiſelle de 
appeared very much pleaſed at the 
ſucceſs ſhe had met with. You muſt hire 4 
ſt chaiſe to-mortow, ſaid fhe, and we 
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morrow, my dear Marianne, ſaid ſhe, but 
do not aſk me till then. 
I I now grew very uneaſy: 1 Nba not 
: but Mademoiſelle de Bellville had ſome 
dangerous project in her head. I blamed 
myſelf for the aſſiſtance I had given her. 
I could not think of communicating my 
Tears to the duke. I knew Mademoiſelle 
de Bellville would: never forgive me if I be- 
trayed her. I had too great an awe of her, 
to venture to give her any more advice: 
| beſides, I ſaw ſhe was determined, and I 
knew, that with the greateſt ſweetneſs of 
diſpoſition, that ever dwelt in a human 
breaſt; ſhe poſſeſſed a firmneſs and reſo- 
lution which, nothing in the world could 

make. 155 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville ſpent the: reſt 
of the evening in a deep melancholy. She 
was totally abſent to every thing ſaid or did. 
She ordered me to lie with her, that I might 
Wake early the next morning; ſhe ſpent 
the night without ſleeping, and roſe before 
break of day. I got every thing ready, and 


ve ſet out for the appointed place. When 


we- had got within half a mil of it, we 
_- ordered the poſtilion to ſtop, ſaying we 


Rs would walk the reſt of the way. 


We gave him five guineas, and forbid : 
im to ſay where he left us. We went a 
Une into a ſmall wood, where, being ſe- 
"cure from fight, Mademoiſelle de Bellville 
<xnippes herself! in the n manner you ſaw her 
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appear before the king. We then proceed- 
ed to the old woman's houſe, who, taking 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville for my relation, 
treated her very civilly. At twelve o'clock, 

the two men came by appointment, and 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville ordered me to 
leave her alone with them. After they had 
been with her about an hour, they came 
out of the room, and taking their leaves 


Nightly, they went away. As ſoon as I 


went into her, ſhe ſaid, Now Marianne, I 
will truſt you with my intentions. She told 
me, ſhe had, with a large ſum of maney 
- bribed them to ſwear to the truth of an ac- 


count ſhe dictated to them. The circumftan- © - 
ces of which you know. She then repeated 


to me the ſtory ſhe had invented to deceive 
the king. When ſhe had done ſpeaking, 
I threw myſelf on my knees before her, and 


- conjured her with tears, not to purſue this 


_ wild ſcheme; © I repreſented to her all the 
dangers and difficulties attending it. The 
grief her father would ſuffer from the deſ- 
perate action, the ſname that attended it, if 
ſhe was diſcovered, as molt likely ſhe would 


be. I added, that had I gueſſed her inten- 785 bh 
tions, I would have bore: the utmoſt marks 
of her diſpleaſure, rather than have aſſiſted 


her in this unheard-of ſcheme. She heard 
me unmoved Do you imagine, ſaid he, : 
_ calmly, my own imagination has not already 
EEE to me all you nave: id? Can 


_ —— ors — 
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your arguments be ſtronger than thoſe which 


the love of lite, and the et winch . o., 


my father, offer to me?! 

Ceaſe then your fruitleſs entreaties. — 
5 know my reſolutions are unalterable. Take 
this ring, continued ſhe, pulling a diamond 


from her finger, it is worth money ſufficient | 


to provide for you. If you dread my. fa- 
ther's anger, retire into a convent, till the 
firſt heat of his reſentment is over. Hlis 
cCurioſity to know the particulars of this af- 
fair will oblige him to ſeek from you the 
knowledge of it; and when he hears the 
circumſtarices, he will find you are not to 
blame. Do not grieve. yourſelf for me, ſaid 
the, obſerving my emotion. I am happier 


in having: this opportunity of giving a proof 


of exalted love, than 1 ſhould be in the 
poſſeſſion of all the ay life could af 
wed we. 

I found all I monk ſay was. ie 1 re- 
8 mained therefore ſilent and afflicted. 

The next day, which was that ad nod 
for your execution, Mademoiſelle de Bell- 
ville roſe ſome hours befare day. She told 
the woman of the houſe ſne was going out 
or ſome buſineſs, and paid what ſhe owed 


 when' ſhe-ſhould return. When I ſaw her 


prepare to leave the houſe, I was truck: 


Kit dab 


* 


with the moſt lively anguiſh. | I'was not 
_ to n a word.  Madecadifelle. de: 


N 


EF 


125 Which. 9 With. He liſtened to 
| - me, 


o ** 


me to go directly to a convent ſhe named 
to me. She then left me. I threw myſelf 


upon the bed, reſolving to remain there, 
till J heard the iſſue of Fi 


is ſtrange affair. 


=” Sophia Berkley. 46k ; 
Bellville embraced me tenderly, and adviſed 


All that happened you know. The news 


© ſoon reached me. I was at once amazed 
and rejoiced, when I heard in what manner 


' Mademviſelle de Bellville' had been diſco- 
vered; and, that that diſcovery had ſaved 
both her own life and yours. 


I ſoon heard that ſhe was at he houſe of of 


ah lieutenant-criminelle.. I immediately 
went thither, where I found her overwhelm- 


ed with ſhame, having been ſo publicly 


expoſed. She told me, that nag ſhe 
' ſhe was not likely tc ſucceed, ſhe had deter- 


* mined to die with you; but that, as ſhe 


was fixing her head upon the block, the 


© maſk, by ſome e e Was lookened and 


fell off" 


near two hours; I flatter myſelf, that the 


Late laſt night, the king 1 fqn _ 
duke de Bellville, whom he kept with him 


' purport of the king's converſation, was to 


_ diſpoſe him to receive his daughter favoura- 
| bly. He ſent for me juſt as I was going to 
bed. I came here, not without ſome ap- 


prehenſions of his diſpleaſure againſt me, 
for the hand I had in the affair. He order- 


ed me to give him a particular account of 


e 
2 >. 
2 N * 

F 


| 8 aid he, is now Over. d not a forgive, 
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me, without expreſſing any anger. He 
blamed me greatly for not having revealed 
this to him in the beginning; and then, 
without telling me what his intentions were 
with regard to his daughter, he ordered me 
to withdraw, _ 

Here Marianne 1  Mademoilella 
de Bellville's behaviour filled: my whole foul 
with wonder, and the moſt 5 grati- 

tude. I thanked Marianne for the trouble 
| ſhe had taken, in giving me the above re- 
lation. I owned to her that the conjecture 
Mademoifelle de Bellville had | nts: con- 
cerning my duet with her brother, was a 
true one; We continued our diſcourſe, till 
we ſaw. the duke's coach ſtop, and Nene 
5 his daughter alight from it. 

cannot deſcribe. to you what x 
open darted themſelves through my bo- 
ſum at that moment, When Mademoiſelle E 
de Bellville and her father came into the 
room} my trembling limbs with difficulty 
bore me to the feet of my fair deliverer, 

whoſe hand I preſſed fervently to my lips--- 
An emphatic ſilence reigned mutual-- more 
expreſſive than all the PRmponn: energy of 
language. 

Bluſhes mack con! bullen rend che 
cheeks of Mademoiſelle de Bellville: Nei- 
ther of us had power to ſpeak. At laſt the 
duke interrupted this ſilence. - Everything, 


but 
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but applaud the action my daughter has 
performed. I leave it une to you in 
what manner to act; and, let your deter- 
mination be what it will, you may be cer- 
tain of having my approbation. When he 
had ſaid this, he was going out of the room, 
but Mademoiſelle de Bellville deſired him 
to ſtay, and! ſuffering me ſtill to hold her 
hand, ſhe ſpoke to me in the en 
ene e en en ee ee ee 
After what J have done, Horde! it ws: 
be vain for me to deny my real ſentiments 
with regard to you. I ſhall own, without 
a bluſh, that you are the only man 1 ever 
did, or ever can love. But do not imagine 
my affection for you is attended with any 
of that weak neſs which generally accomp 
nies this paſſion. I would have died for you, 
Horatio —Did that reſolution appear noble? 
The one I have taken is much nobler. 
Your heart, your vows, can never be mine; 
your: gratitude ' 18---your eſteem ſhall be | 
Lou imagine, perhaps, that I ſhall accept 
the ſacrifice you have prepared to make me 
of yourſelf; but here you are miſtaken; for 
I ſwear by heaven Iwill never wee my band | 
to any man. 
She ſpoke theſe words with an ar jand 
manner that increaſed my admiration of her 


almoſt to adoration. I ſhall not repeat to e 


you what I faid to her, nor in how maß 
_ different ways J poured out —_ foul before 
Ber. 7 5 The 
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The duke expreſt his admiration of his 
daugbter s behaviour in high terms of ap- 
Probation. Mademoiſelle de Bellville beg- 

ged me o leave France immediately, and 
return to my native country; from whence 
T had too long been abſent. Do not think, 
aid ſhe, to ſtay any longer here on my ac- 
count, for after tomorrow you will not 
again ſee me; I ſha} retire into a convent 
the next day; and enjoy in my retirement 
the ſatisfaction of having loved, without 
weakneſs, and of knowing that you owe 
| both life and happineſs to me, 

I now propoſed to leave France as can 
as poſſible; and determined to embark; on 
the ſame hour that Mademoiſelle de Bellville 
went into the convent. I went the next day 
to take my leave of the duke and her. 
When L approached her, to take my laſt 
farewell, I ſaw a ſtarting tear. N eb. 
Horatio, ſaid ſhe, with a look of inexpreſ- 
ſible ſoftneis farewell for ever---let me 
hear you are happy, and then believe that | 
I am fo. Remember, when you are in 


England, there are women here not unwor- 


thy your eſteem —— 

bs: 9 . 

This ſoene unman'd me quite; and tears 

Filled my eyes · unſpeakable diſtreſs my ſoul. 

Mademoiſelle de Bellville ſaw, ſhared, and 

poitied my anxiety, What am! doing? laid 
% the. O ä [ dare not ſtay any longer; 
once 


1 had almoſt fad. your 
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once more ph thou nobleſt and moſt 
beloved of men. At theſe words ſhe with- 
drew, leaving me in a ſituation of mind 
Which no words can deſcribe. . 

I took leave as well as I could of the duke, 
who told me that the king deſired to ſee me 
before: J left France. As I intended to ſet 
out early the next morning, I waited on his 
Majeſty that evening, who treated me with 
the. utmoſt condeſcenſion, and at parting 
gave me his own picture ſet round with ru- 
bies. Early the next morning I ſet out, and 
arrived fafe at Dover in a few days. 

I came from thence to London, where 
the firſt thing I did, was to go to the friend 


to whom I had given an account of my con- 


demnation: he was amazed to ſee me. I 
gave him a brief relation of what had hap- 
2 to me. I eagerly enquired what was 
ecome of Sophia: but what was my diſ- 
-treſs when he told me, that having inform- 
ed himſelf about her, he had not been- able 


to find her; that he had heard her father 


was dead, and left her in very indifferent 


* cireurnſtances; and that ſhe bad quitted the * | 
place where her father's eſtate had been, 
and nobody knew what was become of her. 


1 now began to perſuade. myſelf, that I was 
"doomed to be, always unhappy ; and that 
diſappointment, and affliction was the por- _ 
tion heaven deſtined for me: but it bap- 
Fened * forti Fly. that I took a lodging 
in 


Bs w% Abventings of 


in chat very houſe Which my Sophia left 
when ſhe came here. As I Was aſking the 
man of the houſe” what lodgers he latelz 
had, he mentioned ſeveral, and among 
them a young lady, who, by the Aten en 
he gave of her, I ſoon diſcovered ' to be So- 
phia. I aſked him eagerly, if he knew 
where ſhe now lodged ; he told me he did, | 
and then gave me a direction here. 

Here Horatio ended his diſcourſe. The 
amazing ſcenes thbugh which he had pa 
ſed, afforded us matter of ſur rpriſe. and con- 
verſation for ſome” hours. The character of 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville was ſo uncom- 
monly great, that we dwelt upon it for a 
long while, with the higheſt admiration. 

Dotimont ſoon reſumed all his wonted 
gaiety of behaviour, my dear Horatio grew 
extremely fond of him, and I had the ſatiſ- 
faclion to ſee them in a very little time inſe- 
parable friends. After Horatio had ſtaid 
with us about ten d found it. neceſ- 
 fary to go down to put his affairs a little in 


order. His ffierdd, of whom you have 
heard mesſpe K, bad hitherto taken care of 
them. x Mas to return to London in 
a few' mn our nuptials were;to 


be celebrated ——WHIft he was abſent Do- 
rimont behaved with the utmoſt delicacy : 
the lover was intirely loft in the friend; nor 
have ever r ſeen or heard 2 word or a, look 


from 
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From. him, igt with what facred, 
Ur. 8 


Horatio beturnecd to us in a a 1 


time; and we were married without any 


: witneſſes but Dorimont and Mrs, Williams. 
| Immediately after this we ſet. out for the 


country : Norimont had ſome buſineſs which 


r 


obliged him to ſtay behind; but he follow- 
ed us in a very few days. Horatio then, 
wrote to Mademoiſelle de Bellville, in obe- 


dience to her commands. I alſa begged to 


ſend her a letter, in which I ſaid all that mx 
reſpect and tenderneſs for her ſuggeſted to 
me. We received a very polite and kind 


anſwer, in which Mademoiſelle de Rellville, 


told us, that her father had inſiſted ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly upon her leaving the convent and 
living again with him, that ſhe thought her 
duty obſiged her to comply with his deſire: 
ſhe inſiſted upon our coming over to ſee: 
her, which we did the ſpring of the ſuc- 
ceeding year. As Dorimont's deſire to ſee: 
Mademoiſelle de Bellville was not leſs than 


mine, he accompanied us. We were re- 
eta by the duke and his daughter with 


that pecuhar good breeding, which is the 

characteriſtic of the French nation, 
x "Prepared as I was. to admire and love 
Mademoiſelle . de . Bellville---I was ſtruck 


with the diſtinguiſhing graces of her ap- 
pearance and manners. She treated me 


hk the: 0 polite e ſhe ho- 
2 2 5 houred 
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noured me with her friendſhip; 3 and N 


| I believe, was there a more perfect one 


than that which we contracted together. 


It is only ſouls of a certain kind that can 


_ conceive the happineſs: flowing: from a o- 


ciety like ours 

Friendſhip bu 80e nc 7 
boundedreigned among us, and reigned 
uninterrupted.» 

We ſtaid in France a year. | Mademoi- 
ſelle de Bellville and I were greatly afflicted 
at being ſeparated from each other. She 
condeſcended at parting to promiſe me ſhe 


would return my viſit, when ſhe could prevail 


on her father to part with her. We agreed 


| to keep up a conſtant correſpondence, which 


we have faithfully done. Mademoiſelle de 


Bellville's letters are of a piece with every 


thing ſhe does; her ſtyle and expreſſion 


abounds with that delieacy and refinement 
of thinking, which fo particularly. diſtin- 
guiſhes her among women. | 

My. Horatio behaves to me with the fond- 


neſs of a lover, mixt with the Foy! ten- 
dJerneſs of a friend. | 


- Dorimont is perfectly . Pris day 


preſents him with the exalted pleaſure of 
being witneſs to the felicity of thoſe moſt 
dear to him, and the conſciouſneſs of their 


ning this felicity in a great meaſure to him. 
The death of Mrs; Williams, which hap- 


| peed wry lately, 18 8 for a time 


now 


Sy 
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this bliſsful ſcene ; but it is right I ſhould” 
now and then recollect, that I am not to- 
_ tally exempted from every. ſenfe but that of 
pleafure. 
Thus, my deareſt eee I have 
obeyed your commands. I have conducted 
you through every ſcene of my life, till that 
period of it when I became acquainted with 
you ; all that has happened fince then, you 
know. 
Let the willingneſs with which I have 
gone through this tedious taſk, ſerve my 
Conſtantia as a convincing proof, how truly 
and tenderly am her ever faithful 


8S0PHIA. 
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"A DELATDE, or VIRTUE not HEREDITARY; _- 
ZW illoftrated in the Lives of two Eminent Perſon. 
ages NOW LIVING. The Story abounds with man 
Circumſtances that raiſe very ſenſible Emotions, an! 
makes its Way to the Heart. It ſeems that the Authors 
chief Satisfaction conſiſts in exploding the viſionary + 
Notion with regard to what is called The Force of 
Blood, the Force of Nature, which is generally no: 
thing more than The Force of: Cuſtom. Let me add, 
that, in order to conceal the real Names of his Per- 
ſons, the Author has ſubſcribed ſictitious ones, eſpeci- 
ally as the Affair may concern ſome diſtinguiſhed 
Perſons now living. [Sewed 134.—bound 15. 72. 
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: A JOURNAL of a VOYAGE to LISBON, by the 
II late HENRY FIET DING, EI. Amidſt an 
5 'agreeable Variety of Matters, Mr. Fielding treats the 
following with nice Judgement and great Vivacity 
Of the Antiquity of Travelling—YVoyages and Voyage- 
writers —Obſervations and Reflections on certain Inci- 
dents—Of the public Utility that may ariſe from his 
Journal—Some political Reflexions- Advice to Juſtices 
of the Peace,” with Remarks on their Employment— 
Of Stage-coaches and Coachmen—Of Inns and Inn- 4 
keepers—Df Maſters of Ships and common Sailors. 
1144» [Sewed 15. 71d. — bound 27. 2d. 


HE HISTORY of Sir HARRY HERALD and 
_ 2... Sir EDWARD HAUNCH, interſperſed with _ 43 
the Adventures of Mr. CHARLES HERALD and Mifs'  ' 3 
FELICIA BLANCHMAN,'— Of this Work the 
Writers of the Monthly Review give the following _ 
Character: | Ke 


„ We have read this Performance with Pheaſurs, 3 
% and cannot but think it the beſt that has come from 
« the Prefs this Seaſon. The Characters are natural, 
« and ſtrongly marked; the Sentiments generally jut 
* and elevated; the Style eaſy, and molt of the Inti. 
“ dents ſuch as might happen in real Life.” : 
| Bound 27, 814,—Sewed 25. 24. 
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HE PLEASING INSTRUCT OR, or- 
1  faining Moraliſt; conſiſting of Select Elle, 
R- lations, V Vibons and Allegories, collected from the 
meſt eminent Engliſh Authors. To which are 
Fred New Then hts on EDUCATION. Defigned fo fc 
the Uſe of Schools, as well az Cloſer ; with a Ven 8e to 
ſorm the riſing Minds of the Youth of both Sexes to 
Vittue, and deſtroy in the Bud thoſe Vices and Pratt, 
ties which n ogy” Youth i in F are ad- 
dicted o. 

5 This Book exbibits | a conn: i Qed p. an of, Entertain- : 
ment and Morality fiee from any inceherent Jumble. 
And as the moſt” elegant Writers have been conſulted, 
ihs young Reader may acquire a true Taſte to an Eafe 
and Elegance i in his native. Tongue, and, it is pi eſumed, 
will not be unworthy the 4 and Perufal .of 
woſe more advenced in Tears. fy 1 iee If. M- - 
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8 HE NUSES. Hol Iba, * the e Polite N 
1 2 N an Elegant Collection of the Mol F td 
Tie R NEW SONGS, ſung at be 10 6s! 
. Theatre-Royal: in Crowe isset, 4 04 
he e and other Public Places of EL 
Containing, amongſ} many o hers, the f. FUw⸗ rg 
Favow itz Songs.z The c lebrated Song of ALTER 
Alo, as imroduced by Mr Vernon in the Squire 
of Alfaria ;— The Favourite Dialogue in the CON. 
5 e by Mr Vernbn and Mrs. Chambers ;— 
- ,CBLOE's KISSES, —— MYRTILLA;——Ha ymak- - 
Ing Song in FOR TUNA TUS: Tbe WII. OW, 
introcuced in the Tragedy of Otello: es 
Tep pdog The Hypocriie ; Roaſt Beef of 0/d 
England, Dialogue by Mr. Vernon and Mrs. Cham 
bers in AMPHITRYON .—— HEAVY "HOURS; 
Likewiſe ſeyera! celebrated ORIGINALS n. ver dae 
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